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what scholars call, in a literary form known as 
a “call narrative.” Dialogues like this can be 
found elsewhere in Scripture that they are 
used when a person is being “called” to a 
special service or duty to God. A_ good 
example of the call narrative similar to Mary’s 
is found in Judges 6:11-18: 


‘7 “Then the angel of the LORD came and sat 
under the oak that was in Ophrah, which 
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite as his son 
Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine 
press in order to save {it} from the Midianites. 
”? The angel of the LORD appeared to him and 
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said to him, “The LORD is with you, O valiant 
warrior.” 7? Then Gideon said to him, “O my 
lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all 
this happened to us? And where are all His 
miracles which our fathers told us about, 
saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from 
Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us 
and given us into the hand of Midian.” ’* The 
LORD looked at him and said, “Go in this 
your strength and deliver Israel from the hand 
of Midian. Have I not sent you?” 7° He said to 
Him, “O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? 
Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, 
and I am the youngest in my father’s house.” 
76 But the LORD said to him, “Surely I will be 
with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one 
man.” 77 So Gideon said to Him, “If now I 
have found favor in Your sight, then show me 
a sign that it is You who speak with me. 7° 
“Please do not depart from here, until I come 
{back} to You, and bring out my offering and 
lay it before You.” And He said, “I will 
remain until you return.” 


Notice all the parallels between the calling of 
Gideon and the calling of Mary. In fact, make 
a short list of all the parallels between these 
two passages. You will notice that they both 
share the same form of dialogue. 


What does this passage tell us about Gabriel’s 
visit with Mary? First and foremost, Mary is 
being called by God to a special mission just 
like Gideon was in the Book of Judges. 
Secondly, for our purposes, the greeting of 
Gideon gives us some insight as to who and 
what Mary is in the plan of God. 


In Judges 6:12, the angel says to Gideon “The 
LORD is with you, O valiant warrior.” In Luke 
1:28, Gabriel says, “Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you.” Both Gideon and 
Mary’s names are placed by a title that 
describes how God has prepared them for their 
mission. With Gideon, he is called “Valiant 
warrior” or “man of valor.” Gabriel, likewise, 
replaces Mary’s name with a descriptive title, 
“favored one” or “full of grace.” 


What is the meaning of Mary’s name? The 
phrase “full of grace” or “highly favored one” 
is a single Greek word: kecharitomena. It is a 
perfect passive participle. 


This Greek word is made up of three parts: ke 
- charito - mena. Let’s look at each part in 
turn: 


ke - This prefix indicates that the word is in 
the perfect - that is it describes an action or 
state that begun sometime in the past and it 
continues on through the future. For example, 
in English we would say, “I have washed my 
car.” This means that sometime in the past I 
was washing my car and my car is now 


presently in a 

washed state. This Justified 
means that Mary SS 
was already in a 

graced or favored : : * 
Ss! shee gs Friendship with 
Gabriel God 
approaching her 

with the Good 

News. Does this 


Enmity with the 


mean that this state 
existed at the first 
moment of _ her 
existence? No. But 
it is equal with that 
idea. For the 
Protestant, when 
Mary says, “let it 
be done to me 
according to your 


devil 
(and the fallen 
world) 


Blessing 


word” that she 
comes to saving 
faith, 


kecharitomena actually demonstrates that she 
was already in a saving relationship with God 
prior to that point. 


Also, the perfect generally carries with it a 
sense of completeness, integrity and perfect. 
One of the most frequently used words in the 
perfect in the New Testament is 
“gegraphetai.” This is usually a formula used 
in citing Scripture. It is translated, “it is 
written.” If you wished to give this word all 
its punch as a perfect, it would be translated, 
“It has been written and it stands written.” In 
other words, what had been written in the past 
is complete and unalterable and nothing can be 
added to it. With Mary, her state is likewise 
has a sense of completeness or fullness to it in 
that nothing can be added to it. 


charito - This Greek word is usually translated 
as “grace” in the New Testament. We have 
already discussed grace in our section on 


To be in a state of 
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Justification. Catholics emphasize WHAT is 
grace - that is God’s life within us. Protestants 
emphasize WHY grace is given God’s 
merciful undeserved kindness or favor. This is 
why Protestant and Catholic translations 
sometimes differ. However, it seems to me 
that if this passage is, like Judges 6:12, 
describing what Mary is in God’s mission, 
then it ought to be rendered “full of grace” 
rather than highly favored. In verse 30, the 
angel describes WHY Mary is called: She has 
found favor with 
God. Why is Mary 
favored by God? Is 
it because she 
worked harder at 
doing good works 


Unjustified 


Enmity with 


than the other 

God Jews? No, it is 

because God has 

: ‘ made her 
Friends with the favorable. 

devil - mena -_ This 

(and the fallen signals that the 

rld) word is in the 

Wo second person, 

passive. In other 

words, Mary 

Not Blessed passively received 

this grace from 

God. It was not 


something that she 
created. 


Taken together, we can translate 
“kecharitomena” as “she who has been and is 
graced and stands in grace by God.” 


Does this prove the Immaculate Conception? 
No. Does this prove Mary’s_ subsequent 
sinlessness? It could. But it definitely does 
strongly imply these two doctrines and if Mary 
was conceived with Original Sin, this greeting 
would not be very fitting. 


The most important part to remember about 
“full of grace” is that it is a NAME that is 
given in a CALL NARRATIVE as mentioned 
above. These facts favor strongly the Catholic 
position. 


Mary as the Ark of the Covenant 


There is another inspired line of thought at 
work in Luke 1 concerning Mary. Luke is 


deliberately describing Mary with terms and 
phrases drawn from narratives that describe 
the Ark of the Covenant. 


First, what is the Ark of the Covenant? The 
Ark is a throne box that contained three 
things: the Ten Commandments, Aaron’s rod 
that blossomed and a bowl! of Manna (Hebrews 
9:4). Scholars believe it to be a throne-chair 
and God would overshadow the Ark. The Ark 
was also the most holy object in all of Israel. 
Only the priests were allowed to touch the 
Ark, anyone else would be struck dead by God 
as was the case when the Ark was being 
transported to Jerusalem. 


2 Samuel 6 


’ Now David again gathered all the chosen 
men of Israel, thirty thousand. 7 And David 
arose and went with all the people who were 
with him to Baale-judah, to bring up from 
there the ark of God which is called by the 
Name, the very name of the LORD of hosts 
who is enthroned {above} the cherubim. 

They placed the ark of God on a new cart that 
they might bring it from the house of 
Abinadab which was on the hill; and Uzzah 
and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were leading 
the new cart. * So they brought it with the ark 
of God from the house of Abinadab, which 
was on the hill; and Ahio was walking ahead 
of the ark. * Meanwhile, David and all the 
house of Israel were celebrating before the 
LORD with all kinds of {instruments made of} 
fir wood, and with lyres, harps, tambourines, 
castanets and cymbals. ° But when they came 
to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached 
out toward the ark of God and took hold of it, 
for the oxen nearly upset {it.} 7 And the anger 
of the LORD burned against Uzzah, and God 
struck him down there for his irreverence; and 
he died there by the ark of God. * David 
became angry because of the LORD’S outburst 
against Uzzah, and that place is called Perez- 
uzzah to this day. * So David was afraid of 
the LORD that day; and he said, “How can the 
ark of the LORD come to me?” 7” And David 
was unwilling to move the ark of the LORD 
into the city of David with him; but David 
took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the 
Gittite. “’ Thus the ark of the LORD remained 
in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three 
months, and the LORD blessed Obed-edom 
and all his household. ’? Now it was told King 
David, saying, “The LORD has blessed the 
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house of Obed-edom and all that belongs to 
him, on account of the ark of God.” David 
went and brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-edom into the city of David 
with gladness. ’? And so it was, that when the 
bearers of the ark of the LORD had gone six 
paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. ’* And 
David was dancing before the LORD with all 
{his} might, and David was wearing a linen 
ephod. 7° So David and all the house of Israel 
were bringing up the ark of the LORD with 
shouting and the sound of the trumpet. '° Then 
it happened {as} the ark of the LORD came 
into the city of David that Michal the 
daughter of Saul looked out of the window and 
saw King David leaping and dancing before 
the LORD; and she despised him in her heart. 
’7 So they brought in the ark of the LORD and 
set it in its place inside the tent which David 
had pitched for it; and David offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings before the 
LORD. '® When David had finished offering 
the burnt offering and the peace offering, he 
blessed the people in the name of the LORD of 
hosts. 7’ Further, he distributed to all the 
people, to all the multitude of Israel, both to 
men and women, a cake of bread and one of 
dates and one of raisins to each one. Then all 
the people departed each to his house. 7” But 
when David returned to bless his household, 
Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David and said, “How the king of Israel 
distinguished himself today! He uncovered 
himself today in the eyes of his servants’ 
maids as one of the foolish ones shamelessly 
uncovers himself!” 7’ So David said to Michal, 
{It was} before the LORD, who chose me 
above your father and above all his house, to 
appoint me ruler over the people of the LORD, 
over Israel; therefore I will celebrate before 
the LORD. ”? “I will be more lightly esteemed 
than this and will be humble in my own eyes, 
but with the maids of whom you have spoken, 
with them I will be distinguished.” 7% Michal 
the daughter of Saul had no child to the day of 
her death.” 


Luke uses language from this chapter in 
Second Samuel to describe Mary visit to her 


kinswoman Elizabeth. 


Let’s look at how Luke does this; 








Second Samuel 6 - The Ark of the Covenant 
and 1 Chronicles 16:4-5, 42 


2 Samuel 6:2 - And David arose and went with all 
the people who were with him to Baale-judah. 


2 Samuel 6:9 - So David was afraid of the LORD 
that day; and he said, “How can the ark of the 
LORD come to me?” 


2 Samuel 6:12 - “...David went and brought up the 
ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the 
city of David with gladness (Joy - Greek: en 
euphrosune). 


2 Samuel 6:14 - “And David was dancing before 
the LORD with all {his} might, and David was 
wearing a linen ephod. 

2 Samuel 6:16 - “Then it happened {as} the ark of 
the LORD came into the city of David that Michal 
the daughter of Saul looked out of the window and 
saw King David leaping and dancing before the 
LORD...” 

2 Samuel 6:21b - “So David said to Michal, “{It 
was} before the LORD, who chose me above your 
father and above all his house, to appoint me ruler 
over the people of the LORD, over Israel; 
therefore I will celebrate before the LORD.” 
(Greek - eskirtesen (from skirtao)) 





2 Samuel 6:15 - “So David and all the house of 
Israel were bringing up the ark of the LORD with 
shouting and the sound of the trumpet.” (Greek: 
krauge) 


1 Chronicles 16:4 - “He appointed some of the 
Levites {as} ministers before the ark of the LORD, 
even to celebrate and to thank and praise the 
LORD God of Israel:” (Greek - ephonesen) 


1 Chronicles 16:5- “Asaph the chief, and second to 
him Zechariah, {then} Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, 
Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-edom and Jeiel, 
with musical instruments, harps, lyres; also Asaph 


{played} loud-sounding cymbals....” (Greek: 
anaphonesen) 


1 Chronicles 16:42 - And with them {were} 
Heman and Jeduthun {with} trumpets and cymbals 
for those who should sound aloud, and {with} 
instruments {for} the songs of God, and the sons 
of Jeduthun for the gate.” (Greek: anaphonein). 





Luke 1:39ff - Mary as Ark of the New 
Covenant 


Luke 1:39 - Now at this time Mary arose and 
went in a hurry to the hill country, to a city of 
Judah. 


Luke 1:43 - “And how has it happened to me, 


that the mother of my Lord would come to 
me? 


Luke 1:44 - “For behold, when the sound of 
your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped 
in my womb for joy.” (Greek: en agalliasei) 


Luke 1:44 - “For behold, when the sound of 
your greeting reached my ears, the baby 
leaped in my womb for joy.” (Greek: 
eskirtesen) 

Luke 1:42 - “And she_cried out with a loud 
voice and said, ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your 


womb!’” (Greek: krauge) 


Luke 1:42 - “And she_cried out with a loud voice and 
said, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb!’” (Greek: anephonesen) 
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Second Samuel 6 - The Ark of the Covenant 


2 Samuel 6:11 - “Thus the ark of the LORD 


remained in the house of Obed-edom the 


Gittite three months, and the LORD blessed 
Obed-edom and all his household.” 


2 Samuel 6:11 - “Thus the ark of the LORD 
remained in the house of Obed-edom the 


Gittite three months, and the LORD blessed 


Obed-edom and all his household.” 


Overshadow in the Bible 


Hebrews 9:4 - “ Behind the second veil was 
the tabernacle called the Holy of Holies, in 
which were the gold altar of incense and the 
ark of the covenant entirely covered with gold. 
In it were the gold jar containing the manna, 
the staff of Aaron that had sprouted, and the 
tablets of the covenant. 

Above it were the cherubim of glory 
overshadowing the place of expiation. Now is 
not the time to speak of these in detail.” 
(Greek: kataskeonzonta) 


2 Samuel 6:2 - “And David arose and went 
with all the people who were with him to 
Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of 
God which is called by the Name, the very 
name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned 
{above} the cherubim. 


Exodus 40:1-3, 34-35 - “Z Then the LORD 
spoke to Moses, saying, “On the first day of 
the first month you shall set up the tabernacle 
of the tent of meeting. You shall place the ark 
of the testimony there, and you shall screen 
the ark with the veil. Then the cloud covered 


the tent of meeting (Greek: skenen), and the 


glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
Moses was not able to enter the tent of 


meeting because the cloud had settled on it, 


and_the_ glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle.” 


Luke 1:39ff - Mary as Ark of the New Covenant 


Luke 1:56 - “And Mary stayed with her about 
three months, and then returned to her home.” 


Luke 1:41 “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 


Overshadow in the Bible 


Luke 1:35 - “The angel answered and said to her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you 
(Greek: episkenen); and for that reason the holy 
Child shall be called the Son of God. 
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1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


1) 


-In Briel- 


Genesis 3:15 — God prophecies that one day he will place enmity (warfare) between “the 
woman” and the Serpent and between the woman’s offspring and the Serpent’s offspring. 
The Serpent will strike at the woman’s offspring’s heal while the woman’s offspring will 
crush the Serpent’s head. 


Identify the characters in reverse order: (1) the “woman’s seed” is Jesus. (2) The Serpent is 
Satan (Rev. 12), the “woman” is the mother of Jesus — Mary. 


This prophecy draws a parallel enmity between “the woman” and the Serpent and Jesus and 
the Serpent. Jesus is at perfect enmity with Serpent. He never sinned. Mary likewise is at 
perfect enmity with the Serpent — otherwise the parallel would be broken. 


Elizabeth gives a parallel blessing shared by both Mary and her unborn Son. Luke 1:26-28. 


“Full of Grace” [Greek: kecharitomena] — Is a perfect, passive, participle. Mary is named 
“full of Grace.” It means, “she who has been and continues to be graced.” 


The form in which the angel addressed Mary is a “call narrative” where Mary is being called 
to a special role in Redemption. 


Mary — Ark of the Covenant — Luke paints Mary’s journey to Elizabeth’s house with 
language taken from David’s journey with the Ark of the Covenant in 2 Samuel 6. 
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Answering Objections to the 
Immaculate Conception 


Now that we have established the fact of the 
Immaculate Conception through prophecy and 
confirmation in the Old and New Testaments it 
is time to tackle the objections. 


As before, we ought to try to understand the 
Protestant mind-set in order to correct their 
objections and communicate the truths of the 
Catholic Church. 


The first and primary unspoken objection or 
misunderstanding against Mary’s Immaculate 
Conception is that our blessed mother has been 
raised by Catholics to a level appropriate only 
for God. 


Objection #1 - To sin is human 


Most Protestants believe in the total 
corruption of man that is that we are not only 
deprived of God’s grace (i.e. sanctifying 
grace), but that our nature has been destroyed 
so that we cannot do anything pleasing to God 
- and some believe even after we have been 
“born again.” It is in our nature to sin. For 
some Protestants, Mary’s preservation from 
sin, therefore, suggests something very 
unnatural. 


Answer: What some Protestants forget is that 
our “natural” state of nature is not to be sinful 
or to have Original Sin, but to be immaculate. 
God did not create man with a fallen nature. 
He created him in a state of grace and we are 
made for him. It was when Adam and Eve fell 
that an un-natural state occurred - we were 
separated from God. 


Therefore, the Immaculate Conception of Mary 
is unique but it is not un-natural. Mary was 
created as we all ought to have been. 


Objection #2 - The Immaculate Conception Raises 
Mary to godhood. 


Many Protestants equate sinlessness with 
divinity. Here is how they understand 
redemption. We are all sinners and therefore 
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we are incapable of offering a sacrifice to 
reconcile us to God. Therefore, God becomes 
man so that he can live a sinless life and 
although he knew not sin nor was he guilty of 
sinning Jesus alone was able to offer the 
perfect sacrifice of the Cross and atone for all 
sins. They will cite Scripture to show that 
sinlessness is a property given to Christ alone: 


2 Corinthians 5:21 - For our sake he made him 
to be sin who did not know sin, so that we 
might become the righteousness of God in 
him. 





Hebrews 4:15 - For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who has similarly been 
tested in every way, yet without sin. 


Hebrews 7:26 - It was fitting that we should 
have such a High Priest: holy, innocent, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, higher than 
the heavens. 


1 John 3:5 - You know that he was revealed to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 


If Mary was Immaculate then she could have 
been able to offer herself on the Cross and 
atone for the sins of humanity, but this cannot 
be so. Only Christ was sinless since he is God. 
God offers the sacrifice. We are all sinners. 


Answer: Although it is true that Christ is 
sinless because he is God, it does not follow 
that only God can be sinless. It follows the 
same illogic as this argument: 


All dogs have tails. 
This animal has a tail. 
Therefore, it is a dog. 


Christ’s divinity would not allow sin. 
However, there are other ways in which human 
nature can be prevented from sinning without 
bestowing divinity upon them. For example, 
perfect cooperation with God’s grace would 
produce a sinless life as well. 


Another problem with the Protestant 
understanding on this point stems from their 
misunderstanding of justification and 


atonement. Since justification must be a legal 
declaration whereby we are declared to be 
innocent (sinless) in God’s sight, the mode of 
our redemption must also be hinged on 
Christ’s sinlessness. So many Protestants 
move the importance of the Incarnation to be 
cause of our redemption but not the means by 
which we are redeemed. 


For example, in Catholic theology there is a 
way of conceiving the sacrifice of Christ in 
this manner. First, we must accept the 
principle that the severity of an offence is in 
proportion to the one who is offended. If I 
strike my friend, that is a bad offense. If I 
strike my mother, it is a grave sin. If I punch a 
fellow worker, I may lose my job. If I punch 
the president, I go to prison. When Adam and 
Eve sinned they offended God. The offense is 
“infinitely severe.” Only an infinite sacrifice 
can repair the damage caused by this offense. 
Therefore, God became man and offered the 
infinite sacrifice on the Cross. What 
Protestants sometimes do is substitute Christ’s 
holiness in place of his divinity so that the 
Incarnation is there only to affect a sinless 
Christ. 


A closer examination of these verses reveals 
that the Scripture had no idea of this concept 
of atonement or redemption when it mentions 
Christ’s sinlessness. 


2 Corinthians 5:21 - “For our sake he made 
him to be sin who did not know sin, so that we 
might become the righteousness of God in 
him.” - has no preceding context. Paul is 
simply stating a summary of our redemption in 
Christ. His thought that “he made him to be 
sin who did not know sin” comes from 
Galatians 3:10-13. Paul’s argument here is 
complex (for us non-Jews who are not familiar 
with the Old Testament history). For our 
purposes, we will direct our attention only to 
the question - Is Christ’s sinlessness that 
which enables him to offer a perfect sacrifice? 


Galatians reads “For all who depend on 
works of the law are under a curse; for it is 
written, “Cursed be everyone who does not 
persevere in doing all the things written in the 
book of the law.” And that no one is justified 
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before God by the law is clear, for “the one 
who is righteous by faith will live.” But the 
law does not depend on faith; rather, “the one 
who does these things will live by them.” 
Christ ransomed us from the curse of the law 
by becoming a curse for us, for it is written, 
“Cursed be everyone who hangs on a tree”...” 


First we see that Paul’s thought in Galatians is 
a parallel of 2 Corinthians with only the word 
“curse” being used instead of “sin.” Paul 
states, quoting Deuteronomy 27:26 _ that 
everyone who does not do all the things 
written in the Law are under a curse. If 
Christ’s sinlessness is that which enables us to 
be freed from this curse, Paul should have 
said, “therefore, Christ did all that is required 
in the Law and he was able to free us as well.” 
Instead, Paul says that Christ took on the curse 
(of violating the Law) by hanging on a tree 
(which was the sign of being cursed by God). 


In other words, we can see 2 Corinthians 
saying, “for our sakes he made him to be sin 
(Christ died on a Cross) who did not know sin 
(Christ is God).” Sin in this passage appears to 
be only a round-about way of stating Christ’s 
divinity and his death on the Cross. 


Hebrews 4:15 - For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who has similarly been 
tested in every way, yet without sin. 


Hebrews 7:26 - It was fitting that we should 
have such a high priest: holy, innocent, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, higher than 
the heavens. 


The contexts of these two passage reveal that 
St. Paul is not saying that only Christ is 
sinless nor does it link his sinlessness to the 
sufficient cause of our redemption. Rather it 
speaks that Christ is our fitting representative 
since he has been tested “in every way.” Also, 
Hebrew 7:26 talks about Christ’s priesthood in 
Heaven, not on earth, where he “lives forever 
to make intercession” for us. Christ is a 
“priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek” (Heb. 6:20) and he is a fitting 
minister in the Temple IN HEAVEN. 


1 John 3:5 - The context shows that we 
become what we imitate. If we base our hope 
in him who is pure, we become pure (1 John 
3:3). If we commit sin we become lawless, 


because sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4). Christ 
did not know sin took away sin (1 John 3:5). 
Therefore, no one who sins remains in him or 
knows Christ (because he did not know sin and 
he took away sin). It does not say, “Christ 
took away sin because he did not have sin.” 


Objection #3 - All have sinned. 


Protestants argue that Scripture explicitly 
states that everyone sins without exception. 
Therefore, Mary must have sinned. 


Romans 3:23 “all have 
deprived of the glory of God.” 


sinned and are 


Romans 5:12 - “Therefore, just as through one 
person sin entered the world, and through sin, 
death, and thus death came to all, inasmuch as 
all sinned —” 


Answer: First, if all without exception sinned 
than Jesus sinned. No one would agree to that. 
Therefore, these statements that “all have 
sinned” must be speaking in general terms and 
not without any exceptions. 


Notice also that Paul says, “have sinned.” He 
is not talking about Original Sin because he 
would have used sin as a noun since Original 
Sin is a state not an action. He should have 
said, “all are in a state of sin.” Instead, he 
uses an action verb “have sinned.” This means 
that he is speaking of what Catholics call 
“actual sin” that is sins that are committed by 
our actions or inactions (as is the case with 
sins of omission). 


Is it true that every human being has 
committed actual sin? What about unborn 
babies, or the retarded, or those in comas, or 
still borns, or those who die before the age of 
reason? Did they commit actual sins? No. As 
you can see, there are an awful lot of 
exceptions to this statement even though Paul 
does not qualify it. 


We have already laid down the case for the 
Immaculate Conception in the other section. 
Therefore, there is ample reason to believe 
there is an exception with Mary as well. 


Moreover, the context, especially of Romans 
3:23 reveals that he is not speaking about the 
universal sinfulness of man, but only that 
being a member of Jewish religion (or the 
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pagan religions) will not guarantee that you 
will be righteous and in Heaven. The Jews are 
not excused from accepting Jesus as the Christ 
and being saved through faith. They need it 
just as much as the gentiles. Otherwise, as 
Paul asks in Romans 3:29 - “Does God belong 
to Jews alone? Does he not belong to Gentiles, 
too?” 


I did not include Romans 3:1ff (e.g. “no one is 
righteous no not one”) since we have already 
gone over this in our section on Justification. 
However, they will use it and you should be 
familiar with them. 


Romans 5:12 - “Therefore, just as through one 
person sin entered the world, and through sin, 
death, and thus death came to all, inasmuch as 
all sinned —” 


death came to all, inasmuch as all sinned... 
Notice that death did not come to all in the 
Old Testament. 


Genesis 5:23-24 “The whole lifetime of 
Enoch was three hundred and sixty-five years. 
Then Enoch walked with God, and he was no 
longer here, for God took him.” 


2 Kings 2:11 - “As they walked on conversing, 
a flaming chariot and flaming horses came 
between them, and Elijah went up to heaven in 
a whirlwind.” 


If all did not die, than all did not sin. That is 
the way Paul qualifies it as “in as much as all 
sinned.” We will examine the “death” of Mary 
in our section on the Assumption. 


Objection #4 - Mary needed a Savior 


Protestants argue that if Mary was 
immaculately conceived she did not need a 
Savior because she was “already saved.” 


However, Mary herself says that she does have 
a Savior: 


Luke 1:47 - “My spirit rejoices in God my 
savior.” 


Protestants reason that since Mary had a 
Savior, she had to have been in need of 
saving. Therefore, she was a sinner like all of 
us. 


Answer: For a thoughtful Protestant, this 
verse is more of a mystery than an apologetic 
against the Immaculate Conception. If Mary 
has a savior, she must have been saved. When 
was she saved? It must have been prior (not 
after) the angel approached her since he states 
that she has “already been graced by God” 
(kecharitomena). Yet, we know that Mary (like 
all Jewish girls of marrying age) was quite 
young. How much prior to the angel’s visit did 
she come to “saving faith?” Moreover, can 
such a young girl really make an act of faith 
since she probably would not have reached the 
age of reason by this time. 


Of course, even if Mary was immaculately 
conceived, it doesn’t follow that she would not 
have been saved by God since the Immaculate 
Conception IS the act by which Mary is saved 
from Original Sin. 


Theologians call the Immaculate Conception a 
“preservative miracle.” It was done in the 
view of Christ’s passion and death. God 
prevented her from the lot that was due as a 
child of Eve by infusing her with a soul that 
was already in a state of grace. Much like a 
person can be saved from a pit in two ways: 
one can either be pulled out of a pit or be 
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prevented from falling into a pit. Mary was 
saved by the latter means. We all are saved by 
the former means. Both people are saved, but 
in different ways. 


One can also see by this analogy that of the 
two ways of being saved. The latter is superior 
to the former. Since it is better not to fall in a 
pit at all than to have fallen and be pulled out. 
The salvation that Mary received is far 
superior to us and therefore God’s saving act 
in Mary is far greater as well. Therefore, God 
really was her savior! 


There is another difficulty with the 
Immaculate Conception because there is a 
difficulty with how Protestants understand 
Original Sin. For them, it is a corruption of 
our nature and soul. For Catholics, it is a 
corruption of our soul and a wounding of our 
nature. 


Jesus is also said to rebuke Mary at the 
wedding feast at Cana calling her “Woman.” 
Catholic and Protestant scholars agree that 
there is nothing derogatory in Jesus’ words. 
Had Jesus wished to rebuke Mary, he would 
not have followed her request to change water 
into wine. 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


-In Briel- 


Jesus is like us in all things but sin. Protestants unknowingly add “because He is God.” When 
Catholics claim Mary to be without sin, Protestants hear in this doctrine the claim of divinity. 


Mary’s Immaculate Conception is not something outside of God’s order. God created all 
things good and it was through sin that we are born with Original Sin. 


Romans 3:23 - “All have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God,” is part of Paul’s 
argument in Romans that the circumcised Jews who follow the law will not escape God’s 
judgment. Hence “all” (i.e. Jews and Gentiles) have sinned.” The word “all” is used in the 
distributive sense. 


Romans 3:23 is speaking about actual sin (using the verb) not Original Sin (which would 
have used a noun saying “All are in the state of sin.”). We know that not everyone has 
committed actual sin (e.g. Infants who die at birth, Jesus, children who die before the age of 
reason, the mentally disabled). Therefore, it must admit exceptions and the only question is 
whether Mary could be an exception. Being the New Eve, we have good grounds to believe 
SO. 


Luke 1:47 — Mary states that God is her savior. One does not need a savior unless one needed 
to be saved. This is true for Mary as well. Only God saved her preemptively by not allowing 
her to be born with Original Sin. 


Jesus is also said to rebuke Mary at the wedding feast at Cana calling her “Woman.” 
Catholic and Protestant scholars agree that there is nothing derogatory in Jesus’ words. Had 
Jesus wished to rebuke Mary, he would not have followed her request to change water into 
wine. 
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Mary: Mother of God 


The definition that Mary is Mother of God 
came from the Council of Ephesus in 431 AD 
against the Nestorians. 


Nestorious correctly affirmed that Jesus is a 
divine person - the Second Person of the 
Trinity. He also correctly confirmed that he 
had a divine nature as well. In other words, he 
was fully God. Where Nestorious erred is in 
understanding Christ’s humanity. He believed 
that Jesus not only had human nature, but that 
he was a human person as well. 


Before we continue, it is important to lay- 
down a proper understanding of person and 
nature. The best and simplest way to do this is 
to use the words “who” and “what.” 


Who am I? We would answer this question 
with a name. You are so-and-so. “Who” refers 
to the person who lives or does things. When 
someone asks, “Who left his paper on my 
desk?” You do not answer, “A human left it.” 
You answer, “Gary (or whoever) left it”? When 
I do something, it is the person who does it. 


When we ask “what” something is, we are 
enquiring about its nature. What is Gary? Gary 
is a human. A person operates through its 
nature. A human can do all the things a human 
can do. Humans are both elevated (they can do 
a lot of things other objects in creation cannot 
do) and they are also limited (e.g. humans 
cannot breath underwater because it is not in 
our nature to do so). 


Therefore, when we ask “What is Jesus?” We 
are asking what is t he nature of Jesus. The 
answer is that Jesus is true God and true man. 
When we ask “Who is Jesus?” We are asking 
about the Person of Christ. Who is it that 
saved us? The answer is the Second Person of 
the Trinity. Jesus is a divine person. 


The problem with Nestorious was that he 
attempt to reject both Arianism (that denied 
Christ’s divine personhood and nature) and 
Docetism (that denied Christ’s humanity). By 
affirming the two, he slipped into the error of 
affirming that Jesus was both God and man in 
his person (not just nature). He rejected the 
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title ‘Mother of God” because Mary did not 
give birth to God, but the God-man. 


Protestant objections 


1) Some Protestants, usually Fundamentalist, 
will deny the title “Mother of God” to Mary. 


2) They object to this title because it is found 
no where in Scripture. If Mary was the Mother 
of God, the Bible would have taught us as 
much. 


3) Another objection is that the title Mother of 
God implies that Mary is the origin of Christ’s 
divine nature or Godhood. It elevates the 
dignity of Mary to divine status. 


Many Protestants don’t see the danger of 
saying that Mary gave birth to Jesus or the 
human nature of Christ. For them it is more 
accurate because it doesn’t imply that Mary 
originated Christ’s divinity and it doesn’t 
touch on any important doctrine of the 
Christian Faith. 


4) There are also some Protestants who will 
understand the background of the title, but say 
it ought not to be used simply because it could 
cause confusion and err. Therefore, it is best 
not to speak of Mary’s divine maternity at all. 


Answer to Objection #1 


The claim that the title “Mother of God’ 
should be rejected because it is not in 
Scripture is false. There are many terms that 
Protestants use as a touchstone of orthodoxy 
that are not in Scripture. Protestants speak of 
the “Trinity,” “accepting Christ as Personal 
Lord and Savior,” 


“the Rapture,” “Age of reason,” 
“Christianing,” “Extrinsic righteousness,” 
“altar call” anda whole host of terms that are 
found no where in the Scripture. Of course, 
Protestants will insist that these “words” may 
not be in Scripture, but their concepts are 
taught there. The same is true with Mary as 
Mother of God. 


Touchstone of Christological Orthodoxy 


Christological Heresies 


Arianism - The belief that Jesus is only man 


and not God both in person and nature. He 
however have a divine indwelling of 
Trinity. 


did 
the 


Adoptionism - The belief that Jesus is only 
the adopted son of God. He is not co-eternal 


with the Father. He 
‘“Godhood” at his baptism. 


was. elevated 


to 


Docetism / Gnosticism - The belief that Jesus 
had only a divine nature. His human nature 


was an illusion or phantom. Therefore, 
only appeared to die on the Cross. 


he 


Apollinarianism - The belief that Jesus had a 
divine mind and soul only, but not a human 
mind and soul. Therefore, he was not fully 


human. 


Ebionism - The belief that Jesus was a human 


prophet. 


Mother of God Refutes 


According to Arianism, Mary is the mother of 
a human person, but Mother of God speaks of 


a divine person. 


According to Adoptionism, Mary gave birth 
to a human person who later became God. 


Mother of God places Christ divinity at birth. 


According to Docetism, Mary was not Jesus’ 
mother since he did not have a human nature. 
this 


But Mary’s motherhood 


understanding. 


prevents 


According to Apollinarianism, Mary is only 
partly a mother because Jesus was not fully 
human. They would not accept this definition. 


According to Ebionism, Jesus is not God. 


According to Eutychianism, Mary was not 
fully Jesus’ mother nor is Jesus fully God. 
Mother of God unambigously asserts both 
truths. 


Eutychianism - The belief that Jesus was 
“theanthropic” - he possessed a mixture of 
divine / human natures. Therefore, he was 
part human and part divine, but not fully 
human and fully divine. 

According to Nestorianism, Mary is the 
mother of the God-man since Jesus is both a 


human person and a divine person. Mother of 


Nestorianism - The belief that Jesus is a 
divine and a human person that possesses 


divine and human natures. 


While Scripture does not explicitly call Mary 
“Mother of God” it does come very close. 


Luke 1:42-43 reads, “‘Most blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And how does this happen to me, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? 


It may be dangerous to push these words too 
far, but they suggest that she is calling Mary 
“mother of my God” for two reasons: 
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God asserts that Jesus is a divine person 
only. 





First, the Greek literally says, “the mother of 
the Lord of me towards me.” 

The presences of the article, “the Lord” 
instead of simply “lord” may indicate she is 
talking about a specific person namely either 
God or the Messiah (or both since she is filled 
with the Holy Spirit). 


Second, the Jews would many times replace 
the name of God with the word “Lord.” So, 


Elizabeth’s declaration could be in reference 
to God rather than a ruler. 


Answer to Objection #2 - 


Is it true that Mother of God implies that Mary 
is the origin of Christ’s divinity? 


People can imagine any kind of meaning to 
any term or religious teaching. Look at the 
New Age movement, or the Mormons or the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. They all use the term 
“Trinity,” but they do so in completely 
heterodox ways. What matters is how this term 
is defined and understood. 


For this definition, we go to the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church: 


466 The Nestorian heresy regarded Christ as a 
human person joined to the divine person of 
God’s Son. Opposing this heresy, St. Cyril of 
Alexandria and the third ecumenical council, 
at Ephesus in 431, confessed “that the Word, 
uniting to himself in his person the flesh 
animated by a rational soul, became man.” 
Christ’s humanity has no other subject than 
the divine person of the Son of God, who 
assumed it and made it his own, from his 
conception. For this reason the Council of 
Ephesus proclaimed in 431 that Mary truly 
became the Mother of God by the human 
conception of the Son of God in her womb: 
“Mother of God, not that the nature of the 
Word or his divinity received the beginning of 
its existence from the holy Virgin, but that, 
since the holy body, animated by a rational 
soul, which the Word of God united to himself 
according to the hypostasis, was born from 
her, the Word is said to be born according to 
the flesh.” 




















In the very text in which Ephesus defines 
“Mother of God” it states that this DOES NOT 
imply that she originated Christ’s divinity. 


Answer to Objection #3 


Protestants who do not see the importance of 
this title ought to look at the table on the 
previous page. It is this title that secures the 
most orthodox understanding of who Christ is 
and what is his nature. If they have problems 
with it, they likely have an_ erroneous 
understanding of Christ. 
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As for its importance, one ought to walk them 
through the implications of Nestorianism. 


First, what is Nestorianism really? It 
essentially teaches that Jesus was a human 
person who was “possessed” by God. In other 
words, he had another person living within 
him, sometimes directing his thoughts and 
actions and sometimes not. 


Let’s consider this in light of the crucifixion. 
Christ saves us by dying on a Cross. Who 
saves us? Did a human person offer himself on 
the Cross or God? Did a human save us? If a 
human person saved us, than what need is 
there for the Incarnation? If God saved us, 
how do we know that this particular action is 
God’s and not the human Jesus? How do we 
know any action is not purely human? Are 
there some actions of Christ that we ought not 
to follow and some that are? 


Scripture affirms that it is God who is our 
Savior, not a man possessed by God. Read the 
Book of Titus and see how, in Paul’s thought 
God is our Savior and Jesus is our Savior. 
They are the same and interchangeable and not 
distinct. 


Answer to Objection #4 


It is true that Mother of God could be 
understood incorrectly and that there is a 
danger in this. However, the same is true for 
any term (even though in Scripture). 


I would propose that the danger seems great to 
Protestants and not to Catholics because many 
Protestants believe Catholics “worship Mary” 
or raise her to the same level as Jesus. 


The teaching in this regard is unambiguous 
and the title Mother of God has been used for 
so long that it is not really prone to 
misunderstanding except maybe with the 
ignorant. But we should not give up titles that 
are true and clear because those who are 
uninstructed (or were instructed incorrectly) 
misunderstand it. If that were true, all 
Christian terminology should be rejected as 
well. What we need to do is correct those who 
have a false misunderstanding and Protestants 
should help out in the task. 


1) 


2) 
3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


7) 


8) 


-In Briel- 


The title Mary: Mother of God is more of a declaration about who and what Jesus is than a 
statement about Mary. 


Definition: Person — “Who” a person is or performs an action. 
Definition: Nature — “What” a person is. 


Who is Jesus? He is the Second Person of the Trinity. What is Jesus? Jesus possesses two 
natures — Divine and Human nature. 


In reaction to a heresy that mixed together the human and divine natures of Christ, Nestorius 
so separated the two natures of Christ so as to make him into two persons. Orthodox 
Catholics, when asked “who” Mary gave birth to would answer “God.” Nestorius would not 
allow this. 


A good way to describe to Protestants what Nestorians taught is to say that “Jesus was a man 
who was possessed by God” like a person may be possessed by the devil. The human Jesus 
had another person in him directing him. 


Luke 1:42 — Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and asks how “The Mother of my Lord” 
should come to me. If Elizabeth meant Yahweh when she said “Lord” then we have a 
declaration of this doctrine in Scripture. 


Protestants sometimes do not have any problem with calling Mary Mother of God per se. 
They only object to its use because it may lead Catholics to misunderstand Mary’s role and 
think that she is a goddess. Of course, No Catholic believes this. Also, there is always a 
danger in any terminology of misuse or misunderstanding. We do not, therefore, reject all 
terminology, but we are encouraged to teach people more clearly about its meaning so 
misunderstandings will be less likely. 
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Mary: Ever Virgin 


How can Mary be “Ever Virgin” when the 
Bible claims that she had other children? 


Matthew 13:55-56 (Mk 6:3) 

Is he not the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother 
named Mary and his brothers James, Joseph, 
Simon, and Judas? Are not his sisters all with 
us? Where did this man get all this?” 


Matthew 12:46-48 

While he was still speaking to the crowds, his 
mother and his brothers appeared outside, 
wishing to speak with him. (Someone told 
him, “Your mother and your brothers are 
standing outside, asking to speak with you.”) 
But he said in reply to the one who told him, 
“Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” 


John 2:12 

After this, he and his mother, (his) brothers, 
and his disciples went down to Capernaum and 
stayed there only a few days. 


John 7:3-5 

So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and 
go to Judea, so that your disciples also may 
see the works you are doing. No one works in 
secret if he wants to be known publicly. If you 
do these things, manifest yourself to the 
world.” For his brothers did not believe in 
him. 


Acts 1:14 

All these devoted themselves with one accord 
to prayer, together with some women, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 


Did Mary have other children? What we are 
dealing with is what I call a “biblical 
illusion.” When translating from one language 
to another, it is important not only to give the 
words that were used but also their meaning. 
Languages often use roundabout ways of 
saying things that do not make sense in other 
languages. For example, if I said “I need to go 
to the bathroom.” Taken literally, one would 
expect me to need to take a bath instead of use 
the toilet. The same type of idioms and turns 
of phrases are used, perhaps more frequently, 
in ancient languages. A problem lies then 
when someone picks up a Bible that is 
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literalistic in its translations (in other words it 
doesn’t interpret these unique ways of saying 
things) and he or she reads and interprets it 
like they would any other modern text. The 
problem is that the Bible isn’t a modern text. 
Therefore, the Bible seems to be saying things 
that it really isn’t. The best example of this 


type of “biblical illusion” is the 
“brothers/sisters of the Lord.” 
A quick way to show that “brother” and 


“sister” doesn’t mean what we commonly 
understand it to be is to define the terms 
“brother” and “sister.” What do they mean? A 
brother or sister is one who shares the same 
mother and father. Now ask the question, “Can 
Jesus really have “brothers” or “sisters” in the 
strict modern sense of those words?” No. Even 
if these siblings were the children of Mary 
they would only be half-brothers or half- 
sisters because they cannot share the same 
father as Jesus. Jesus was born via the Virgin 
Birth. Therefore, even from the Protestant 
perspective, brothers and sisters must mean a 
more distant relation than these words are 
commonly used today. 


The question is not whether these words can 
denote more distant blood relations, but rather 
how distant of a relation can these words 
denote. The following page gives examples of 
the use of the word brother (adelphos) and 
sister (adelphe). 


By comparing Gen 14:14 with 11:26-7, we 
find that Lot, called Abram’s “brother”, is 
actually his nephew. 


Genesis 14:14 

When Abram heard that his nephew [Adelphos] 
had been captured, he mustered three hundred 
and eighteen of his retainers, born in his 
house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan.” 


Genesis 11:26-27 

“When Terah was seventy years old, he 
became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. 
This is the record of the descendants of Terah. 
Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor, and 
Haran, and Haran became the father of Lot.” 


Jacob is called the “brother” of his Uncle 


Laban (Gen 29:10,15). 


Genesis 29:10,15 

As soon as Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of 
his uncle [brother] Laban, with the sheep of 
his uncle Laban, he went up, rolled the stone 
away from the mouth of the well, and watered 
his uncle’s sheep...Laban said to him: “Should 
you serve me for nothing just because you are 
a relative [brother] of mine? Tell me what 
your wages should be.” 


Cis and Eleazar are described as “brethren”, 
whereas they are cousins (1 Chron 23:21-2). 


“The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. The 
sons of Mahli: Eleazar and Kish.... Eleazar 
died leaving no sons, only daughters; the sons 
[brothers] of Kish, their kinsmen, married 
them.” 


By comparing Mt 27:56; Mk 15:40; and Jn 
19:25, we find that James and Joseph 
mentioned in Mt 13:55 with Simon and Jude as 
Jesus’ “brethren” - are also called sons of 
Mary, wife of Clopas. This other Mary (Mt 
27:61; 28:1) is called Mary’s “adelphe” in Jn 
19:25 (two Marys in one family?! - thus even 
this usage apparently means “cousins” or more 
distant relative). Mt 13:55 and Mk 6:3 mention 
Simon, Jude and “sisters” along with James 
and Joseph, calling all “adelphoi”. Since we 
know that James and Joseph are not Jesus’ 
blood brothers, it is likely that all these other 
“brethren” are cousins, according to the 
linguistic conventions discussed above. 
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What about Matthew 1:25 that claims that 
Mary had normal relations with Joseph after 
the birth of Christ: 


“He had no relations with her until she bore a 
son, and he named him Jesus.” 


But does “until” mean that a change occurred? 


1 Sam 15:35 
And Samuel came no more to see Saul until 
the day of his death (KJV) 


2 Sam 6:23 
Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no 
child unto the day of her death. 


Matthew 12:20 

A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking 
flax shall he not quench, till he send forth 
judgment unto victory 


Romans 8:22 
For we know that the whole creation groans 
and travails in pain together until now 


1 Timothy 4:13 


“Till I come, give attendance to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrine” 


1 Timothy 6:14 

That thou keep this commandment without 
spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ 


Revelation 2:25 
But that which ye have already hold fast till I 
come 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


7) 


8) 


-In Briel- 


The New Testament speaks of Jesus’ brothers and sisters. Protestants infer from this that they 
must be the “other children of Mary.” 


Even Protestants cannot take brothers and sisters in the strict sense because to be a brother or 
sister means that you share the same mother and Father. But Jesus only had a human mother. 
The best these siblings could be is half-brothers or half-sisters. If brothers and sisters can be 
stretched to also include half-brothers and half-sisters, how far does Scripture strength the 
meaning of these words. 


Hebrew is very limited in its ability to speak about different degrees of blood relations. The 
words “brothers” and “sisters’ can refer to aunts, uncles, cousins, nephews, and even tribes or 
people that agree with you. The same is true with the New Testament. 


In John 19, Jesus entrusts his mother to the John. But John is only Jesus’ cousin. If brother 
existed, Jesus would have been legally bound to entrust his mother to them, but he didn’t. 


John 7:3-5 Jesus’ brothers gave him advice. In ancient Eastern culture, it would have been 
unthinkable that a young brother would give advice to the eldest brother. This implies that 
these brothers were older than Jesus. 


The brothers and sisters are never explicitly said to be Mary’s children. They are only 
mentioned in relation to Jesus. 


At the Foot of the Cross, there are two Mary’s — The Virgin Mary and another Mary would is 
the mother of some of the “brethren of the Lord.” Therefore, it is impossible for these 
“brothers” to be half-brothers. They may be cousins or more distant relations. 


Matthew 1:25 mentions Joseph not having relations with Mary until she bore a son. But this 
until does not mean what it might implies. Until could mean that it reaches that thing itself 
without passing it. See 1 Sam 15:35; 2 Sam 6:23; Matthew 12:20; Romans 8:22 ; 1 
Timothy 4:13 ; 1 Timothy 6:14; Revelation 2:25. 
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The Assumption of Mary / 
Mother of All Christians 





Definition - Munificentissimus Deus by Pope Pius 
xi 


“[W]e pronounce, declare, and define it to be a 
divinely revealed dogma: that the Immaculate 
Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having 
completed the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” 


Objection #1 - Mary was a sinner: 
Anti-Catholics argue that Mary’s death proves 
that she was a sinner since death is the curse 
given to Adam and Eve for sinning. 


Answer: The definition leaves open the 
possibility that Mary may or may not have 
died. 


While it is true that a sinful person dies, the 
converse is not necessarily true (i.e. a sinless 
person cannot die). Jesus is sinless yet He died 
on the Cross. It’s possible for Mary to have 
died because, as Pope John Paul II has noted, 
she may have wished to follow her Son in 
everything. 


Objection #2 - No one, other than Jesus, 
rose to Heaven: Scripture never speaks of 
bodies being taken into Heaven. 


Answer: Wrong. There are three instances of 
people who were taken body and soul into 
Heaven: Enoch, Elijah and Moses. 


Enoch: Then Enoch walked with God, and he 
was no longer here, for God took him (Genesis 
5:24). 


Elijah: As they walked on conversing, a 
flaming chariot and flaming horses came 
between them, and Elijah went up to heaven in 
a whirlwind (1 Kings 2:11) 


Moses is a little different. We know from 
Scripture that Moses died and was buried 
(Duet. 34:5-7). However, Jude 1:9 says, “Yet 
the archangel Michael, when he argued with 
the devil in a dispute over the body of Moses, 
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did not venture to pronounce a reviling 
judgment upon him but said, ‘May the Lord 
rebuke you!’” It was not the Will of the Father 
for Moses to remain buried, so God took him. 
Although Scripture does not tell us God took 
Moses to Heaven, he is seen with Elijah the 
prophet (who was also taken bodily to heaven) 
conversing with Jesus at the Transfiguration 
(Matthew 17:3-4). 


Note also that we have examples of both live 
and dead people being taken up to Heaven. 
Therefore, regardless of how Mary finished 
her life, there is biblical precedence. 


It is not proper for a holy person’s body to be 
corrupted (Act 2:24-28). Although St. Peter 
quotes this Psalm (16:8-11) as_ being 
Messianic in that it most fully applies to 
Christ’s Resurrection, it can have a secondary 
application to the saints as well. Indeed, 
Christianity is well aware of saints whose 
bodies remained free of corruption. 


Mary differs from Enoch, Moses and Elijah in 
that they were taken by God out of Mercy 
while Mary’s Assumption was the fruit of her 
cooperation with Christ. 


Remember Genesis 3, it was not enough for 
Eve to believe the Serpent to bring about the 
Fall. She had to cooperate with the devil’s 
plan completely for it to be fulfilled and she 
reaped the fruits of her work - a curse and 
death. Mary did not only believe, but she had 
to cooperate with God’s plan entirely and 
through the Assumption she reaped the fruit of 
her actions. 


Objection #3 - Scripture is silent: 
Scripture says nothing about Mary being 
assumed into Heaven. 


Answer: Revelation 12:1ff reads: 
“A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman 


clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 


She was with child and wailed aloud in pain as 
she labored to give birth. Then another sign 
appeared in the sky; it was a huge red dragon, 
with seven heads and ten horns, and on its 
heads were seven diadems. Its tail swept away 
a third of the stars in the sky and hurled them 
down to the earth. Then the dragon stood 
before the woman about to give birth, to 
devour her child when she gave birth. She 
gave birth to a son, a male child, destined to 
rule all the nations with an iron rod. Her child 
was caught up to God and his throne.” 


Let’s try to identify the characters in this 
passage. We know who the dragon is since 
Revelation 12:9 tells us that it is the devil and 
the “ancient Serpent” (Genesis 3). Next, who 
is the “male child, destined to rule all the 
nations with an iron rod?” This is a messianic 
reference in Psalm 2:9. Clearly, the male child 
is Christ. Then who is Christ’s mother? The 
Woman must be Mary. Note the employment 
of Genesis 3:15 imagery here in Revelation 
12: 


But note that the woman is seen IN HEAVEN 
with a body (she has a head, clothing and 
feet). Nowhere prior to this section in the 
Book of Revelation does one find people with 
bodies in Heaven. They are all like the souls 
crying for vengeance in Revelation 6:9. They 
have no bodies. Therefore, Revelation 12:1 
demonstrates that Mary was taken to Heaven 
bodily. 


Objection #4 - Revelations 12 is not Mary: 
Some Bibles say that this is not Mary. 
Moreover, Revelation 12:2 says that she 
“labored in pain.” Yet, labor pains is part of 
the curse for sin. 


Answer: Although some bible commentators 
claim this cannot be Mary, they never offer 
any reason for this statement. There is nothing 
in this text that forbids a Marian 
interpretation. Indeed, the text itself cries out 
for Mary to be the Woman. 


In regards to the “labor pains,” one must be 
more cautious in interpreting its meaning. We 
can identify the characters with certainty since 
the text is most explicit about who they are. 
As for the details of the text, we are a bit more 
at a loss. In Scripture, “labor pains” is used 
quite often in a symbolic sense as well as a 
literal. For example, the apostles grief and joy 
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are likened to a woman in labor (John 16:20). 
Paul states that all of creation is in “labor 
pains” in order to bring forth the children of 
God (Rom. 8:22). Likewise, in Galatians 4:19, 
Paul speaks of his instruction as being in 
labor. Any kind of tribulation is likened to 
labor pains (see Matthew 24.8; Mk 13.8; 1 
Thes. 5:3). Therefore, “labor pains” may point 
to some other trial, tribulation, grief or strong 
desire. 


Another lesser proof is based upon Mary as 
the new Ark of the Covenant (see section on 
the Immaculate Conception). We know that the 
Ark was made of incorruptible wood, adorned 
with pure gold, and it was placed in God’s 
Temple (2 Samuel 6). If the Old Testament 
Ark found its place in God’s Temple on earth, 
what happened to the New Testament Ark? It 
was placed in God’s Temple in Heaven. 


Objection #5 - Early Church does not 
mention it: 
The Church Fathers do not mention the 


Assumption of Mary until very late. 


Answer: It is true that the patristic evidence is 
late (4th-Sth century). But when they are 
mentioned they are consistent, found over a 
widespread area and show no signs of being a 
recent innovation. Therefore, they all must 
have stemmed from a common source much 
earlier than their dates. 


There is also the fact that the bodies of the 
early saints were protected and Christians 
would often visit their burial sites. For 
example, the tombs of the Apostles are well 
known. However, this is not true for Mary. 
There are two places that claim to be her 
resting place but neither of them claim to have 
her body. Certainly, the tomb of the Mother of 
God would have been venerated from earliest 
times, but there is no such claimant. 


Mary: Mother of All Christians. 


All acknowledge that Jesus is the Seed of 
Genesis 3:15. But we have also seen in Paul 
that all Christians, by God’s grace, likewise 
are the Seed that crushes the head of the 
Serpent (Romans 16:20). It is our radical 
union with Christ through the Sacraments that 
make us one body with him. What, therefore, 
are the implications for us? 


In Revelation 12, how many children does the 
Woman have? Many answer that “She had one 
- the male child.” But this is not true. 
Although the Woman gives birth to only one 
child, she has many. 


Revelation 12:17 - Then the dragon became 
angry with the woman and went off to wage 
war against the rest of her offspring [Seed], 
those who keep God’s commandments and bear 
witness to Jesus.” 


The Greek uses “Seed” in the singular not the 
plural. The Woman has one “seed’ but many 
children. So it is with Mary. How many times 
was Mary a mother? Once, right? Nope. She 


becomes a mother a second time at the foot of 
the Cross: 


John 19:26: “When Jesus saw his mother and 
the disciple there whom he loved, he said to 
his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.’” 


Note: Jesus calls his mother “woman” and he 
gives her his “beloved disciple” as a son. Who 
are Christ’s beloved disciples? We are. John 
19:26 is a fulfillment of Genesis 3:15 in that 
we all are the “seed” of the Woman. 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


-In Briel- 


Anti-Catholics argue that Mary must have sinned if she died since death is the penalty for 
sin. Whether Mary died or not is an open question in Catholicism. We really don’t know. 
What we do know is that the early Church cherished the bones of the saints and no country 
claims to have the body of Mary only her empty tomb. If Mary did die, it was because she 
was perfectly united to her Son and wished to enter Heaven the same way he did. Moreover, 
Jesus (who did not sin) nevertheless died. Therefore, it is possible for a sinless person to die. 


Anti-Catholics claim that something like the Assumption is impossible and unbiblical. They 
forget that Enoch was taken bodily into Heaven as was the prophet Elijah. On the mount of 
Transfiguration both Moses and Elijah are seen in their bodies talking to Jesus. Jewish 
tradition holds that Moses died and his body was taken up into Heaven (see Jude 1:9). 


Mary’s Assumption is the consequence of her cooperating with God’s plan and reaping the 
benefits of God’s actions. Eve sinned and reaped the penalty for sin — death and corruption. 
Mary cooperated with God and reaped the benefit of grace — everlasting life and 
incorruption. 


Revelation 12:1ff shows Mary bodily in Heaven (she has a head, feet and a body). Although 
this text may also refer to the Old Testament Church, it must also include Mary. There is no 


way to exclude her from this image since she is, after all, the one who gave birth to the male- 
child. 


Revelations 12 also teaches that Mary is the mother of all Christians. At the beginning of the 
chapter, Mary gives birth only to her son. At the end of the Chapter, she is said to have other 
children — those who keep the commandments of God and bear witness to Christ. 


In John 19, Mary becomes the mother of the beloved disciple and she becomes his mother. 


All faithful Christians are Christ’s beloved disciples. Therefore, Mary is the mother of all 
Christians. 
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Intercession of the Saints 





Protestant Rejections: 


The intercession of the Saints is a doctrine 
commonly rejected by Protestantism for 
mainly four reasons: (1) It is believed that by 
asking the saints in heaven to pray for us, we 
are detracting from the unique mediation of 
Jesus. (2) It is interpreted as “worship” since 
the highest form of “worship” a Protestant can 
offer is prayer to God. (3) the Bible condemns 
“necromancy” or “communication with the 
dead.” (4) The Bible does not command us to 
pray to the dead or there is no example in the 
New Testament of Christians doing so. 


These points are easily dismissed. 


Objection #1 - Prayer detracts from the “unique 
mediation of Christ.” 


1 Timothy 2:5 is usually quoted to back up 
this contention. It reads: “For there is one 
God. There is also one mediator between God 
and the human race, Christ Jesus, himself 
human...” 


Answer: It is true and it must be granted that 
Christ’s mediation as true God and true man is 
unique and it cannot be duplicated by any 
creator. However, | Timothy 2:5 is not 
teaching that since Christ has this unique 
mediation others cannot intercede for one 
another... and | Timothy 2:1-5 proves it. The 
preceding context reads: “First of all, then, I 
ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and 
thanksgivings be offered for everyone, for 
kings and for all in authority, that we may lead 
a quiet and tranquil life in all devotion and 
dignity. This is good and pleasing to God our 
savior, who wills everyone to be saved and to 
come to knowledge of the truth. For there is 
one God. There is also one mediator between 
God and the human race, Christ Jesus, himself 
human...” 


It is Christ’s unique mediatorship as the God- 
man that we can intercede for one another 
effectively. Being united to Christ in Baptism, 
our petitions are offered with Christ and are 
pleasing to the Father. Intercession does not 
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detract from Christ, but rather Christ’s unique 
mediatorship is the basis for our intercessions. 


Objection #2 - Prayer is worship due to God alone. 


Answer: If asking someone to pray for us is 
idolatry, than all Christian who pray for one 
another are also committing idolatry. We are 
commanded over and over again in Scripture 
to pray for one another. 


The main problem with this objection is 
language. The word “pray” in English has 
developed over the years. Not too long ago it 
was common to hear someone use the word 
“pray” for “please” (i.e. as a petition). For 
example, one may say, “Pray, pass the salt.” If 
you don’t believe me, read a Sherlock Holmes 
novel or the poetry of Edgar Allen Poe. When 
Catholics speak of “praying” to the saints, we 
mean it in the more archaic fashion. We are 
asking the saints to pray to God for us. The 
modern sense of the word “pray” connotes 
asking God to provide for us from his own 
power. Praying, in this sense, is only proper 
for God. Once this is cleared up, non- 
Catholics usually will move on to the next 
point. 


Objection #3 - Prayer is Necromancy 


Answer: It is true that the Bible condemns 
communication with the dead. The Catechism 
condemns it as well: 


2117 All practices of magic or sorcery, by 
which one attempts to tame occult powers, so 
as to place them at one’s service and have a 
supernatural power over others - even if this 
were for the sake of restoring their health - are 
gravely contrary to the virtue of religion. 
These practices are even more to be 
condemned when accompanied by the intention 


of harming someone, or when they have 
recourse to the intervention of demons. 
Wearing charms’ is_- also_ reprehensible. 


Spiritism often implies divination or magical 
practices; the Church for her part warns the 
faithful against it. Recourse to so-called 
traditional cures does not justify either the 


invocation of evil powers or the exploitation 
of another’s credulity.” 


Two things have to be present for the sin of 
“Spiritism” or “Necromancy” to take place. 
First, the person must be dead and second the 
use of a technique to make the dead present so 
as to receive a communication. Neither 
condition is present in the prayers to the 
saints. 


The saints aren’t dead! As we will see in our 
Biblical proofs, the saints are alive and well in 
heaven. They are not, as it were, trapped in 
Sheol or Hades awaiting Christ. Christ has 
come. Never buy the line 
that the saints are dead. 
They are more alive in 
Christ now than they were 
on earth. 


The second point is a bit 
more subtle in that we are 
not attempting to 
communicate with the dead 
like King Saul and_ the 
Witch of Endor (1 Sam. 
28:12). We are’ merely 
asking the saints, in Christ, 
to pray for us to God. There 


2634 Intercession is a prayer of petition which 
leads us to pray as Jesus did. He is the one 
intercessor with the Father on behalf of all men, 
especially sinners. He is “able for all time to 
save those who draw near to God through him, 
since he always lives to make intercession for 
them.” The Holy Spirit “himself intercedes for 
us... and intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God.” 


956 The intercession of the saints. “Being more 
closely united to Christ, those who dwell in 


people and their holy city.” Stretching out 
his right hand, Jeremiah presented a gold 
sword to Judas. As he gave it to him he 
said...” 


Jeremiah continually prays for God’s people 
hundreds of years after his death. This text 
explicitly teaches saintly intercession. 


Of course, Protestants will not accept this 
verse because it comes from the Deuterocanon. 
The canon is one of the strongest cases one 
can make as a Catholic apologist. The only 
reason Maccabees was rejected by Protestants 
was because it taught Catholic doctrine. 


(2) The New 
Testament, 
likewise, also 
depicts saints 
in heaven 
interceding. 


Revelation 5:8 


“When he 
took it, the 
four living 


creatures and 
the twenty- 
four elders fell 


is no effort to make them 
appear to us or to 
communicate to us. It is 
entirely placed in God’s 
hands from beginning to 
end. 


Objection #4 - There is no 
Scripture proof. 


Answer: There are a number 
of Scriptural arguments that 
can be made to demonstrate 
the intercession of the 
saints. Let’s examine each 
one in turn. 


(1) The Bible’ explicitly 
teaches that those in heaven 
pray for us. 


2 Maccabees 15:13 - “Onias 
then said of him, “This is 
God’s prophet Jeremiah, 
who loves his brethren and 
fervently prays for his 


heaven fix the whole Church more firmly in 
holiness. .. . They do not cease to intercede 
with the Father for us, as they proffer the merits 
which they acquired on earth through the one 
mediator between God and men, Christ Jesus. . . 


. So by their fraternal concern is our weakness 
greatly helped.” 


1369 The whole Church is united with the 
offering and intercession of Christ. Since he has 
the ministry of Peter in the Church, the Pope is 
associated with every celebration of the 
Eucharist, wherein he is named as the sign and 
servant of the unity of the universal Church. 
The bishop of the place is always responsible 
for the Eucharist, even when a priest presides; 
the bishop’s name is mentioned to signify his 
presidency over the particular Church, in the 
midst of his presbyterium and with the 
assistance of deacons. The community 
intercedes also for all ministers who, for it and 
with it, offer the Eucharistic sacrifice . 
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down before 
the Lamb. 
Each of the 
elders held a 
harp and gold 
bowls filled 
with incense, 
which are the 
prayers of the 
holy ones.” 


Revelation 8:3 


- “Another 
angel came 
and stood at 
the altar, 


holding a gold 
censer. He was 
given a great 
quantity of 


incense to 
offer, along 
with the 


prayers of all 
the holy ones, 
on the gold 


altar that was before the throne.” 


Here we have two instances of men and angels 
offering “prayers of all the holy ones” in 
heaven. But whose prayers are these that are 
being offered? Are they the saints on earth or 
are they the saints in heaven? Really, it 
doesn’t matter either way. If they are the 
prayers of the saints on earth, than we have an 
explicit case for heavenly intercession. If it is 
the saints in heaven, then these prayers must 
be for those on earth since those in heaven do 
not need prayers. Either way, it is a “win / 
win” situation. 


(3) The saints in heaven pray for us because 
they are still members of the Body of Christ. 


1 Cor. 12:22-27 - “Indeed, the parts of the 
body that seem to be weaker are all the more 
necessary, and those parts of the body that we 
consider less honorable we surround with 
greater honor, and our less presentable parts 
are treated with greater propriety, whereas 
our more presentable parts do not need this. 
But God has so constructed the body as to 
give greater honor to a part that is without it, 
so that there may be no division in the body, 
but that the parts may have the same 
concern for one another. If (one) part 
suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part 
is honored, all the parts share its joy. Now you 
are Christ’s body, and individually parts of 
it.” 


Those who die are still member of Christ’s 
Body. According to Paul, all the parts of the 
Body “have the same concern for one 
another.” Indeed, the rich man, after he had 
died and went to a place of torment, 
nevertheless was concerned about his brothers 
(Luke 16:28) and he asks Abraham to warn 
them. If this is true of the rich man in torment, 
how much more concern do those in glory 
have for the saints on earth? The rich man was 
asking Abraham’s intercession. Surely, he did 
not believe that Abraham could raise Lazarus 
from the dead! He must have understood that 
Lazarus would pray to God for this to come 
about. Interestingly enough, Jesus raises a 
person named Lazarus. Could this parable be 
about him? Did Abraham pray to God? 


(4) If the prayers of sinners is effective, how 
much more so those in heaven? James 5:16 
says, “The fervent prayer of a righteous person 


193 


is very powerful.” In heaven, the saints are 
completely righteous (Protestants believe both 
imputed and actual). Therefore, they are best 
suited for prayers. 


(5) All the components for prayers to the 
saints are present in the New Testament. 


a) We are commanded to pray for one another 
(James 5:15, 1 Tim. 2:5, et al.) 


b) The saints in heaven are concerned about us 
(1 Cor. 12:22-27, Luke 16:28, et al.). 


c) Their prayers are most effective (James 
5:15) 


d) Saints in heaven are offering prayers 
(Revelation 5:8, 8:3). 


e) The saints in heaven are aware of what is 
happening on _ earth (Revelation 6:9-10, 
Hebrews 12:1). 


It is sometimes argued that the saints in 
heaven, being mere creatures, could not be 
able to hear and understand all the prayers 
offered on earth. 


There are two good answers to this objection. 
First, life in heaven is not the same as here on 
earth. They are, in a sense, outside of time. 
Therefore, they may not have the same 
limitations that we do here on earth. It may be 
possible for them to hear (what is for us) many 
things at once. 


Hebrews 12:1 provides the second example. It 
reads, speaking of the Old Testament saints: 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses...” What does Paul 
mean by “great cloud?” Is he just using 
flowery language, or is it Biblically based? If 
one were to do a word study in Scripture of 
the use of the word “cloud” one would find 
that it is used in two ways. Either for real 
clouds (e.g. dust clouds or clouds in the sky). 
The second use of “cloud” refers to a 
theophany (i.e. God is present on earth). Let’s 
look at a couple examples: 


Exodus 13:22 - “Neither the column of cloud 
by day nor the column of fire by night ever 
left its place in front of the people.” 


Exodus 16:10 - “When Aaron announced this 
to the whole Israelite community, they turned 
toward the desert, and lo, the glory of the 
LORD appeared in the cloud!” 


Exodus 19:9 


“The LORD also told him, “I am coming to 
you in a dense cloud, so that when the people 
hear me speaking with you, they may always 
have faith in you also.” 

(Also Ex. 20.21, 24.15-18, 33.9-10) 


Exodux 40:34 - “Then the cloud covered the 
meeting tent, and the glory of the LORD filled 
the Dwelling.” 


(Also Lev. 16.2, 13; Num. 9-15-22; 1 Kings 
8.10) 


Psalm 97:2 - “Cloud and darkness surround the 
Lord; justice and right are the foundation of 
his throne.” 


Matthew 17:3-5 - “And behold, Moses and 
Elijah appeared to them, conversing with him. 
Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, “Lord, it is 
good that we are here. If you wish, I will make 
three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.” While he was. still 
speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow 
over them, then from the cloud came a voice 
that said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom 
I am well pleased; listen to him.” 


Here Moses and Elijah appear to Jesus and 
then a cloud casts a shadow on them and 
God’s voice saying “this is my beloved Son.” 


Luke 21:27 - “And then they will see the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory.” 


Acts 1:9 - “When he had said this, as they 
were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him from their sight.” 


What does Hebrew 12:1 teach us about the 
saints? They are in the theophany of God. 
When God is present, so is his heavenly court. 
When we pray to God we are in his presence: 


Matthew 18:20 - “ For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am [| in 
the midst of them.” 
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Romans 8.26 - “ In the same way, the Spirit 
too comes to the aid of our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we ought, but the 
Spirit itself intercedes with inexpressible 
groanings.” 


Matthew 6:6 - “But when you pray, go to your 
inner room, close the door, and pray to your 
Father in secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will repay you.” 


When we pray, God is present and those in his 
“cloud” witness our prayers. It is not difficult 
to see in this that the Bible does teach that the 
saints can and do hear our prayers. 


Pragmatic Explanation: 


We have mentioned earlier in our section on 
Mary that Protestants need a _ pragmatic 
element to help them incorporate doctrines 
into their theology. The logic of heavenly 
intercession evades them. Here is an 
interesting argument you may wish to use. 


Let’s establish some points that both Catholics 
and Protestants accept. 


1) Sanctification (Protestant: Actual 
Sanctification) is becoming more like Christ. 
When we are holy we imitate Christ. 1 Peter 
2.17 


2) All the saints in heaven will be completely 
sanctified (Protestant: positional and actual). 


3) Therefore, the saints in heaven must be 
imitating Christ perfectly and completely. 


Problem: They cannot imitate Jesus in their 
suffering (1 Peter 2:17) because Christ does 
not suffer any longer nor do his saints suffer 
in heaven. How then do they imitate Christ? 
They must imitate Christ in his glory and what 
is Christ doing in his glory? Reigning and 
making intercessions: 


Hebrews 7:25 - Therefore, he is always able 
to save those who approach God through him, 
since he lives forever to make intercession for 
them.” 


So too, those who are perfectly and completely 
sanctified in heaven must also be making 
intercessions as well. Not as the God-man 
offering his body once for all in the Holy of 


Holies in heaven, but as fellow priests offering Hebrews 14:12 - “Strive for peace with 
incense, which is the prayers of the saints. everyone, and for that holiness without 


which no one will see the Lord.” 


If saints do not intercede in heaven, then they 


do 
definition, they must not be perfectly 


not perfectly imitate Christ, and by Revelation 21:27 - “:-- but nothing unclean 


will enter it [the Holy Temple in heaven].” 


sanctified. But Scripture teaches that all who 


are in heaven are perfectly sanctified: 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


Therefore, saints must be praying for us much 
like Christ is praying for us. 


-In Briel- 


If sanctification means being like Christ, then in Heaven we are perfectly like Christ. In this 
world, we are like Christ by suffering like he suffered. In Heaven, we are like Christ in that 
we intercede to the Father on the behalf of others. 


Revelation 5:8 and 8:3 show angels and elders in Heaven offering prayers to God. Either they 
are their own prayers (which cannot be for themselves since they are in bliss so it must be for 
those on earth) or it is for those on earth. 


1 Cor. 12:22-27 teaches that all the members of the body of Christ have concern for one 
another and glory in each other. The saints who die are still members of Christ’s body... 


indeed, they are more members than when they were here on earth. 


If holiness affects the power of one’s prayers here on earth (James 5) then those who are in 
Heaven must have very powerful prayers since they are perfected in holiness. 


Scripture teaches that those who die still have concern for those who are alive and that they 
are aware of what is happening on earth. 


Hebrews 12:1 shows us that the saints have access to us on earth through the presence of 
God. The “cloud” refers to a theophany (God present on earth). 
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Chapter Five 


Predestination and Salvation 


(How are we predestined to be 
saved’) 


196 


Predestination and Election 





The doctrine of predestination is a difficult 
one. It is in many ways mysterious in that it 
opens up questions that God has not revealed 
the answers. 


Predestination, in regards to salvation, can be 
broken down into three basic parts: how God 
chooses His elect, what is entailed in those 
who go to glory, what is entailed in those who 
are damned or reprobated. 


How Does God Choose the Elect? 


There are two major schools of thought within 
Catholicism as to how God chooses the Elect. 


The first school of thought is that of Aquinas 
and Augustine which proposes that God 
chooses the Elect without any foresight as to 
any future merit or demerit. 


The second school of thought is Molinists who 
propose that God’s Election is based upon 
foreseen merits of the individual. This is 
proposed by theologians such as Suerez and 
others. 


Catholics are permitted to hold either position. 
Protestants hold the first one and generally the 
topic of how God chooses rarely comes into 
play in Protestant apologetics. 


Predestination of the Elect 


From the beginning of time, God chooses us to 
be with him in glory. The logical outworking 
of this statement is that those who are 
predestined to glory cannot, not be in glory. In 
other words, by God choosing these people he 
must provide them with the graces to ensure 
that what he has chosen will be brought to 
completion. Catholics and Protestants agree 
with this proposition. 


We often differ, however, in our belief that 
God wills all men to be saved: 


1 Timothy 2:2-3 - “This is good and pleasing 
to God our savior, who wills everyone to be 
saved and to come to knowledge of the truth”. 
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Catholics believe that God gives all men 
sufficient grace for salvation. Therefore, 
everyone can potentially be one of the Elect, 
but not everyone makes it. Calvinists believe 
that God died only for the Elect and that there 
is a Strict line between the Elect and the 
Reprobate. 


The real hot spot comes from these two 
positions. Catholics believe, and the Bible 
teaches, that God calls or Elects us to grace. 
But, not everyone who is elected to grace is 
also elected to glory because people can be 
truly united to Christ and fall away. 


Calvinists (and some Baptists) do not make 
this distinction. They would argue that all who 
are elected to grace are also elected to glory. 


How are people reprobated? 


The Catholic Church teaches that salvation is 
the free act of God. Damnation is the free act 
of men. Therefore, God is responsible for the 
salvation of men _ while individuals are 
responsible for their own fall. 


Since sufficient grace is offered to all and not 
all are saved, it must be because individuals 
have rejected God’s- grace and_ died 
unrepentant. God allows these people to fall 
away, but he doesn’t cause it since they have 
the ability and the gifts to succeed. 


This runs counter to much of Protestant 
thought. Because Protestants believe in the 
Total Corruption of Man (that man does not 
have free will or that he cannot do any good 
even while in a state of grace), it follows that 
the damnation of some must be due to God’s 
will. In other words, since we are saved by 
God’s merciful sovereign selection apart from 
anything we do, others must be damned by 
God; that is damnation apart from anything we 
do since we are all damn-worthy by our 
nature. 


Most Protestants will not draw out the logical 
conclusions of this - namely that God makes 
people sin. But Calvinists will. 


This election to Glory and reprobation to damnation is 
called double predestination. 


Predestination and Apologetics: 


Much of the theology of predestination is built 
upon only a handful of passages and logical 
extrapolations from them. Indeed, the word 
Predestined is only used four times in the New 
Testament: Acts 4:28, Romans 8:29-30, 1 
Corinthians 2:7, and Ephesians 1:3-12 


It is impossible to define exactly what is 
meant by this word. Predestination seems to 
mean “fore-ordaining” or “pre-selecting.” 


It may be surprising to some that Protestants 
would put so much emphasis on something 
that is only used four times in the Scriptures. 
The fact is that in addition to these four uses, 
there are other related words such as calling, 
election and others. Here is where errors are 
made since those words are also used in senses 
other than the salvation or damnation of 
individual persons. As we will see in the next 
section, they can also apply to God’s plan of 
salvation where nations, not individuals, are 
called and elected by God while others are 
destroyed. This confusion has led many people 
to become hardened double-predestinarians. 


For now let’s focus on these four uses in 
regards to whether they teach Election to 
grace and Election to Glory. 


Acts 4:27-28 - “Indeed they gathered in this 
city against your holy servant Jesus whom you 
anointed, Herod and Pontius Pilate, together 
with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to 
do what your hand and (your) will had long 
ago planned to take place.” 


This speech by Peter and John illustrate that 
God has ordained that all that would happen to 
Jesus would take place. This is an example of 


predestination of God’s plan in salvation 
history rather than the salvation’ of 
individuals. 


The passage from 1 Corinthians is similar to 
it” 


“Rather, we speak God’s wisdom, mysterious, 
hidden, which God predetermined before the 
ages for our glory, and which none of the 
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rulers of this age knew; for if they had known 
it, they would not have crucified the Lord of 


glory.” 


This “secret wisdom” is God’s plan for our 
redemption, not the salvation or reprobation of 
individuals. 


Ephesians 1:3-12: - “3 Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavens, * as he chose us in 
him, before the foundation of the world, to be 
holy and without blemish before him. In love ° 
he destined us for adoption to himself 
through Jesus Christ, in accord with the 
favor of his will, ° for the praise of the glory 
of his grace that he granted us in the beloved. 
7 In him we have redemption by his blood, 
the forgiveness of transgressions, in accord 
with the riches of his grace * that he 
lavished upon us. In all wisdom and insight, ° 
he has made known to us the mystery of his 
will in accord with his favor that he set forth 
in him !°as a plan for the fullness of times, to 
sum up all things in Christ, in heaven and on 
earth. '! In him we were also chosen, 
destined in accord with the purpose of the 
one who accomplishes all things according 
to the intention of his will, 12 so that we 
might exist for the raise of His glory, we who 
first hoped in Christ.” 





This is election to grace. We have been chosen 
from the beginning of the world, in Christ, 
that we may be redeemed by his blood, our 
sins are forgiven and we are lavished with the 
riches of his grace. God is gloried in that we 
are saved. This biblical view is seen in the 
Church’s rite of Election. 


Romans 3:29-30: - “?° For those he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, so that he might be the firstborn 
among many  brothers.*° And _ those _ he 
predestined he also called; and those he called 
he also justified; and those he justified he also 
glorified.” 





This verse primarily refers to those who are 
elected to glory and grace. We are “conformed 
to the image of his Son” when we are 
glorified. In 1 Corinthians 15:49 Pauls says: 
“Just as we have borne the image of the man 
of dust, we shall also bear the image of the 


man of heaven.” And likewise in 1 John 3:2 
says: “[I]t does not yet appear what we shall 
be, but we know that when he appears we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” 


This is an example of election to glory. Note 
that election to glory must also include 
election to grace since all who are in glory 
have been elected to grace. What needs to be 
proved is that all who are elected to grace are 
than elected to glory. 


When we look at the related terms for 
predestination, we find them talking about 
election to grace and election to glory as two 
separate and distinct callings. 


For example, 1 Peter 1:1-2: “IPeter, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, to the chosen 
sojourners of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,* in the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification by the Spirit, for obedience and 
sprinkling with the blood of Jesus Christ: may 
grace and peace be yours in abundance.” 





This is clearly election to grace since to those 
to whom Peter writes has been in accord with 
the foreknowledge of God sanctified by the 
Spirit for obedience and the sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus. 


A very important text is found in Matthew 


22:14. 


“I Jesus again in reply spoke to them in 
parables, saying, * “The kingdom of heaven 
may be likened to a king who gave a wedding 
feast for his son. * He dispatched his servants 
to summon the invited guests to the feast, but 
they refused to come. * A second time he sent 
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those invited: 
“Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my 
calves and fattened cattle are killed, and 
everything is ready; come to the feast.”’> Some 
ignored the invitation and went away, one to 
his farm, another to his business.°® The rest laid 
hold of his servants, mistreated them, and 
killed them.’ The king was enraged and sent 
his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city.* Then he said to his servants, 
‘The feast is ready, but those who were 
invited were not worthy to come. ° Go out, 
therefore, into the main roads and invite to 
the feast whomever you find.’'? The servants 
went out into the streets and gathered all they 
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found, bad and good alike, and the hall was 
filled with guests.'' But when the king came in 
to meet the guests he saw a man there not 
dressed in a wedding garment.'? He said to 
him, ‘My friend, how is it that you came in 
here without a wedding garment?’ But he was 
reduced to silence.'? Then the king said to his 
attendants, ‘Bind his hands and feet, and 
cast him into the darkness outside, where 
there will be wailing and grinding of 


teeth.’'* Many are invited, but few are 
chosen.” 


Here we have an interesting blend of election 
to God’s plan of salvation (e.g. Jews and 
Gentiles) and the glorification and reprobation 
of individuals. Note that not all who are 
invited to the wedding feast are not chosen. 
That is some are called to grace and some of 
those called to grace are also chosen for glory. 


Protestants argue that everyone who is called 
to grace is called to glory and they will often 
cite the following texts: 


John 6:39: - “And this is the will of the one 
who sent me, that I should not lose anything of 
what he gave me, but that I should raise it (on) 
the last day.” 


Protestant Apologists claim that those who are 
elected to God’s grace are those that are given 
to Jesus by the Father. Jesus states, therefore, 
that it is the Father’s will that all who are 
given to him will be raised (i.e. Elected to 
Glory). A similiar link between Election to 
Grace and Glory is found in John 6:40: 


John 6:40: - “For this is the will of my Father, 
that everyone who sees the Son and believes in 
him may have eternal life, and I shall raise 
him (on) the last day.” 


A stronger proof-text for the Protestant is found in John 
6:44: 


John 6:44: - “No one can come to me unless 
the Father who sent me draw him, and I will 
raise him on the last day.” 


Protestant apologists use this passage to show 
that everyone who comes to Jesus is Elected to 
Grace and that Jesus will infallibly raise those 
people on the last day. Therefore, all who are 
called to grace are also called to Glory. 


These texts from John 6 are often linked with 
texts from John 10 where Jesus speaks of the 
calling of his sheep. 


John 10:14: - “I am the good shepherd, and I 
know mine and mine know me, just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I 
will lay down my life for the sheep.” 


Every sheep that “knows” Jesus was “known” 
by him. Therefore, in this passage (Protestants 
argue) the Sheep are those who are Elected to 
Grace. 


John 10:27-30 : - “My sheep hear my voice; I 
know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish. No 
one can take them out of my hand. My Father, 
who has given them to me, is greater than all, 
and no one can take them out of the Father’s 
hand. The Father and I are one.” 


Protestants then argue that the sheep (i.e. 
those who are elected to Grace) will follow 
Jesus and be given eternal life and “they shall 
never perish.” Therefore, those who are 
Elected to Grace are Elected to Glory as well. 
There is no distinction. 


Those Elected to Grace can never fail to 
achieve Glory because when one is Elected 
(Protestants argue) they are put in the Father’s 
hand. Jesus states that the Father is greater 
than all and because of this it is impossible for 
anything to take them out of his hands. 


Protestant apologists will then turn to Matthew 
7:23 to illustrate the flipside of Election. 


Matthew _7:22-23: - “Many will say to me on 
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name? Did we not drive out demons in 
your name? Did we not do mighty deeds in 
your name?’ Then I will declare to them 
solemnly, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, 
you evildoers.’” 





Protestants will state that these were false 
Christians who thought that they were Elect to 
Grace, but they were never predestined to 
Grace or Glory because Jesus states that “I 
never knew you.” 


Therefore, only those predestined to Glory are 
predestined to Grace. Matthew shows, 
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Protestants argue, that if someone does not 
make it to Glory they never were predestined 
to Grace. 


As you can see, the Protestant argument on 
Predestination runs parallel to the argument 
for Eternal Security; they both center on 
Election. 


Things to Watch Out for in Discussions 


1) Beware of arguments that state that since 
all those who are Elected to Glory were 
Elected to Grace, those who are Elected to 
Grace must also be Elected to Glory. It 
follows the same fallacious logic as: All dogs 
are animals. This is an animal, so it must be a 
dog. 


For example, Romans 8 speaks of those who 
are Elected to Glory (those who are conformed 
to the image of his Son). It also speaks of 
them being called, justified, sanctified and 
glorified. Since this passage speaks only of 
those Elected to Glory, it cannot be inferred 
from this that everyone who is called and 
justified will be Glorified. 


2) Beware of passages with specific meaning 
being broadened to be used for general 
meaning. For example, Matthew 7:23 is 
speaking about false Christians. They claims 
to do good deed, but they are really evildoers. 
We cannot infer from this, as many Protestants 
do, that all who are damned were false 
Christians. In our study of Eternal Security we 
found amply Biblical proof that there are true 
Christians who fall away and are damned (e.g. 
John 15). 


3) Beware of text that are not speaking 
directly about the salvation or damnation of 
individuals, but rather the plan of God for his 
chosen people. 


We have seen that in the banquet of the Lamb 
that the two ideas are sometimes merged. It is 
important to repeatedly ask the question, is 
this text saying that this particular individual 


is saved or damned? (See section on Chapter 6 of 
the Gospel of St. John under the Bread of Life 
Discourse above). 


1) 


2) 
3) 
4) 


5) 


6) 


2) 


8) 


-In Briel- 


The word “Predestination” is used only in four passages in the New Testament (i.e. Acts 
4:28, Romans 8:29-30, 1 Corinthians 2:7, and Ephesians 1:3-12). 


From these passages we see, election to grace and election to glory. 
God does elect or call certain people to grace (that is to be justified). 
God does elect or call certain people who have been called to grace to glory. 


God does NOT predestine any people to Hell. Rather, he gives sufficient grace to all to be 
saved (1 Timothy 2:4). Those who are damned are condemned through their own fault. 


Scripture does NOT teach that everyone who is called to grace is also called to glory. 
Matthew 22:14 — “Many are called (to the wedding feast), but few are chosen.” 


John 6:38-40 does not teach that those elected to grace cannot be lost. 


John 10:14 and following teach that as long as you remain in Christ, you cannot be lost. But 
it is possible to remove yourself from the promises of Christ and lose your salvation. 


201 


Predestination and Romans 9 





Of all the chapters of the New Testament, 
Romans 9 is the one that hooks most 
unsuspecting people into hard-core Calvinism. 


The reason for this is because it is a lot easier 
to get something wrong than to get it right. 
This is especially true when interpreting, not 
only a two thousand year old document, but 
also interpreting one of the most complex 
minds of the ancient world - St. Paul. 


One should pay heed to St. Peter’s warning: 


“And consider the patience of our Lord as 
salvation, as our beloved brother Paul, 
according to the wisdom given to him, also 
wrote to you, speaking of these things as he 
does in all his letters. In them there are some 
things hard to understand that the ignorant 
and unstable’ distort to their own 
destruction, just as they do the other 
scriptures” (2 Peter 3:15-16). 


Many people fall into the trap of reading and 
interpreting Scripture as if it were a modern 
novel. Words are drawn from Paul as if he is 
addressing me today when in fact he is 
addressing the Judaisers two thousand years 
ago. And if one does not take this extremely 
important fact into consideration, they become 
as Peter says, “ignorant [Greek: unlearned] 
and unstable” distorting Paul “to their own 
destruction.” 


If one were to pick up a Bible and begin 
reading Romans 9 divorced from the chapters 
proceeding it and following it and ignoring its 
historical content, one would _ probably 
understand this chapter to be teaching the 
following: 


Romans 9:8 - God has already chosen who will 
be with him in Heaven. 


Romans 9:11 - Those who are predestined to 
Heaven are chosen not because of their works 
good or evil, but purely upon God’s 
capriciousness. 


Romans 9:13 - God creates some individuals 
to be loved by Him and given eternal life and 
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he creates other individuals to be hated by 
Him and damned to Hell. 


Romans 9:14 - Our understanding of Justice 
has nothing to do with God. God can do 
anything he wants to do since he is the 
Almighty. He will have mercy on someone, if 
he wants and He will have wrath on someone, 
if he wants. 


Romans 9:16 - There is nothing you can do to 
change God’s mind as to whether you’ve been 
predestined to Heaven or Hell. 


Romans 9:17 - God caused Pharaoh to be evil 
and fight against Moses in order to show his 


glory. 


Romans 9:19-21 - No one can oppose the will 
of God since He has created us and therefore 
He has an absolute right to do with us 
whatever he feels like doing. Whatever he 
does is just (even if it seems to us to be 
unjust). 





Romans 9:22 - Whether God predestines us to 
Heaven or Hell, all is done to manifest his 


glory. 


Romans 9:25-27 - God can change his mind. 
The Jews were his people in the Old Testament 
and now God wants Jews and Gentiles in the 
covenant. God may change his mind in the 
future. Who knows. 





Some of these points are theologically correct 
even if it isn’t what Paul was teaching. For 
example, Catholics believe that God does 
predestine some to Heaven. 


Perhaps the worst misinterpretation is_ that 
God predestines some to Hell - that is he 
causes people to sin so as to go to Hell. This 
belief that God predestines some to Heaven 
and others to Hell is called Double 
Predestination. The Church teaches that those 
who go to Hell do so through their own fault. 


How then are we going to be able to 
demonstrate that Paul is not teaching a 
Calvinistic, almost tyrannical, view of God 


who Double Predestines people? The answer is 
context, context and context. 


During our section on Justification, we looked 
at Paul’s arguments from chapter one through 
eight. We noted that Paul, being a _ well 
educated Jew arguing to other well educated 
Jews, could not possibly have quoted a text 
out of its original context. If Paul did this, the 
people he argued against would have jumped 
on it like a ton of bricks. 


We then looked at each of his Old Testament 
quotations, studied them in their context and 
asked two questions: Does this context support 
the Protestant interpretation and, if not, what 
was Paul arguing. 


We found out that Paul was engaging with an 
invisible opponent who was a Pharisee. His 
opponent believed that keeping the Mosaic law 
was that which made a person righteous (that 
is acceptable to God). Of course, these Jewish 
regulations (i.e. works of Law) functioned as 
boundary markers to delineate God’s covenant 
people (the Jews) from everyone else (the 
Gentiles). Or as the Christian Judaizers said, 
“Unless you are circumcised according to the 
Mosaic practice, you cannot be saved” (Acts 
15:1). 


Paul takes apart the arguments of these Jews 
in chapters 1-8, but there is one very big 
question left unaddressed: “The Jews are 
God’s Covenant people! How can _ the 
Christians now be the People of God?” 


In Romans 9, Paul begins by conceding to the 
Jews that they have the covenants, the 
Patriarchs and the Law, but then he notes that 
not everyone who is an Israelite is a son of 
Jacob (Israel) nor are they children of 
Abraham because they are his descendents. 
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Paul shows that sonship does not necessarily 
mean that they are inheritors of the promise. 
Abraham had Ishmael, Isaac had Esau and the 
Twelve Tribes of Israel broke in two. God’s 
people are those to whom he has mercy upon. 
It is not dependent on whether you are a 
physical child of Abraham or if you keep the 
Law of Moses. 


The quotations from the Old Testament in this 
chapter are complex, but it is understandable. 
It takes time to explain, but it may change a 
whole person’s perspective on God and 
salvation. 


Some things to keep in mind while working through 
Romans 9: 


1. In the last section, we showed that 
Predestination (and election) can refer to three 
things (e.g. election to grace, election to glory 
and election of the people of God). Emphasis 
that Paul is concerned with nations, not 
individuals. 


2. Emphasis that no where in this chapter does 
Paul mention salvation or damnation. These 
are things that are imported into this text by 
the reader. Paul never says that God will have 
mercy on whom he wills and he damns whom 
he wills. He says he will have mercy and 
compassion on whom he wills. 


3. Pharaohs hardening did not necessarily 
impinge upon Pharaoh’s salvation, but that he 
opposed the ultimate plan of God. Pharaoh 
may not be culpable- the text does not tell us. 


4. Challenge to Protestant to explain how this 
text can mean what he says it means without 
making Paul quote text out of context. 


Breakdown of Romans 9 


1 
I speak the truth in Christ, I do not lie; 
my conscience joins with the holy Spirit in 
bearing me witness 


that I have great sorrow and constant 
anguish in my heart. 
3 


For I could wish that I myself were 
accursed and separated from Christ for the 
sake of my brothers, my kin according to the 
flesh. 


They are Israelites; theirs the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises; 


5 

theirs the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, is the Messiah. 
God who is over all be blessed forever. 


6 But it is not that the word of God has 
failed. For not all who are of Israel are 
Israel, 


7 nor are they all children of Abraham 
because they are his descendants; 


but “It is through Isaac that descendants 
shall bear your name.” 


8 This means that it is not the children 
of the flesh who are the children of God, 
but the children of the promise are 
counted as descendants. 


9 For this is the wording of the promise, 
“About this time I shall return and Sarah 
will have a son.” 


10 

And not only that, but also when 
Rebecca had conceived children by one 
husband, our father Isaac — 


11 
before they had yet been born or had 
done anything, good or bad, in order that 
God’s elective plan might continue, 
12 
not by works but by his call—she was 
told, “The older shall serve the younger.” 
13 


As it is written: 
“TI loved Jacob 
but hated Esau.” 


14 
What then are we to say? Is there 
injustice on the part of God? Of course not! 





This is Paul’s Introduction to his 
next argument. 


What is good about the Jews being God’s chosen 
people was the adoption as God’s first born sons; 
the covenants, the giving of the law with Moses, the 
Patriarchs from whom come, according to the flesh, 
the Messiah. Paul will use examples from the 
Patriarchs, the giving of the Law with Moses, the 
Kingdom and the remnant of the New Covenant. 


Paul’s Thesis: Not all who of Israel are of Israel and 
Not all Descendents of Abraham are his promised 
sons. 


Problem: It is to Israel that God made his covenants 
and elected them as his chosen people or nation. 
Christian upstarts cannot claim primogeniture. 


Ex.4:22 - “So you shall say to Pharaoh: Thus says 
the LORD: Israel is my son, my first-born.” 


Abraham - Ishmael and Isaac: 


Genesis 21:12-13 
12 
“But God said to Abraham: “Do not be distressed 
about the boy [Ishmael] or about your slave 
woman. Heed the demands of Sarah, no matter what 
she is asking of you; for it is through Isaac that 
13 

descendants shall bear your name. As for the 
son of the slave woman, I will make a great nation 
of him also, since he too is your offspring.” 


Jacob (Israel) and Esau (Edom): 


Genesis 25:23 

“And he answered her: “Two nations are in your 
womb, two peoples are quarreling while still 
within you; But one [nation] shall surpass the other 
[nation] , and the older shall serve the younger.” 


Malachi 1:2-4 
2 
I have loved you, says the LORD; but you 


3 
say, ‘How have you loved us?” Was not Esau 
Jacob’s brother? says the LORD: yet I loved 
Jacob, but hated Esau; I made his mountains a 


waste, his heritage a desert for jackals. : If Edom 
says, “We have been crushed but we will rebuild 
the ruins,” Thus says the LORD of hosts: They 
indeed may build, but I will tear down, And they 
shall be called the land of guilt, the people with 
whom the LORD is angry forever. 


[Genesis 36:1 - “! These are the descendants of Esau 
(that is, Edom).”.] 


How can God elect Israel as His firstborn only to 
abandon it for Christianity? 
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15 
For he says to Moses: 


“T will show mercy to whom! will, 
I will take pity on whom I will.” 


16 
So it depends not upon a person’s will or 
exertion, but upon God, who shows mercy. 


= For the scripture says to Pharaoh, “This 
is why I have raised you up, to show my 
power through you that my name may be 
proclaimed throughout the earth.” 


Consequently, he has mercy upon whom 
he wills, and he hardens whom he wills. 
(Israel/Egypt) 


19 
You will say to me then, “Why (then) 
does He still find fault? For who can 
oppose his will?” 


Moses: Quotes Exodus 33:19. 


Context: Exodus 32 is the “Golden Calf’ episode. 
God was going to destroy Israel and raise up a nation 
(his Chosen People) out of Moses. 


Exodus 32:10 - “Let me alone, then, that my wrath 
may blaze up against them to consume them. Then I 
will make of you a great nation.” 


Moses reminds God his his promises and after the 
calf is destroyed, he places himself under a curse to 
save Israel. 


Exodus 32:32 - “If you would only forgive their sin! 
If you will not, then strike me out of the book that 
you have written.” 


God promises to punish only those who were guilty 
and relents. In Chapter 33, God refuses to lead the 
People and encamp with them otherwise he would 
exterminate them (Exodus 33:3,5 and 7). God 
repeatedly calls Israel a “stiff necked people (Ex. 
33:3,5; 34:9; Dt. 9:6,13 


Moses entreats the Lord not to let him lead the 
people alone if he is God’s intimate friend (Ex 
33:12-13 - “.... may continue to find favor with 
you. Then, too, this nation is, after all, your own 
people.”) God accepts. Moses continues: 


Exodus 33:13-17 

“Tf you are not going yourself, do not make us go 
up from here. For how can it be known that we, 
your people and I, have found favor with you, 
except by your going with us? Then we, your 
people and I, will be singled out from every other 
people on the earth.” The LORD said to Moses, 
‘This request, too, which you have just made, I will 
carry out, because you have found favor with me 
and you are my intimate friend.’ 


As proof that God is Moses’ intimate friend, God’s 
glory passes by Moses and states: “I who show 
favors to whom I will, I who grant mercy to 
whom I will.” The following Chapters establishes 
the ceremonial law and the Deuteronomic code. 


Exodus 9:13-15 

“For by now I would have stretched out my hand 
and struck you and your subjects with such 
pestilence as would wipe you from the earth. But 
this is why I have spared you: to show you my 
power and to make my name resound throughout 
the earth! Will you still block the way for my people 
by refusing to let them go?” 


If God’s election in salvation history determines 
who is his People, how can he find fault with those 
nations that he does not elect (e.g.. Ishmael, Edom, 
Egypt)? and/or if Israel is no different spiritually 
than Egypt after the golden calf, then how could God 
fault the Egyptians or Israel now in the first century? 
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20 
But who indeed are you, a human being, 


to talk back to God? Will what is made say 
to its maker, “Why have you created me 


Or does not the potter have a right over 
the clay, to make out of the same lump 
one vessel for a noble purpose and another 
for an ignoble one? 
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Isaiah 29:13-16 

The Lord said: Since this people draws near 
with words only and honors me with their 
lips alone,though their hearts are far from 
me, And their reverence for me has become 
routine observance of the precepts of men, 
Therefore I will again deal with this people in 
surprising and wondrous fashion: The wisdom 
of its wise men shall perish and the 
understanding of its prudent men be hid. Woe 
to those who would hide their plans too deep 
for the LORD! Who work in the dark, saying, 
“Who sees us, or who knows us?” Your 
perversity is as though the potter were taken 
to be the clay: As though what is made 
should say of its maker “He made me not!” 
Or the vessel should say of the potter, “He 
does not understand.” 


Isaiah 8:9 

“Let justice descend, O heavens, like dew 
from above, like gentle rain let the skies drop 
it down. Let the earth open and salvation 
bud forth; let justice also spring up! I, the 
LORD, have created this. Woe to him who 
contends with his Maker; a potsherd among 
potsherds of the earth! Dare the clay say to its 
modeler, “What are you doing?” or, “What 
you are making has no hands”?” 


Jeremiah 18:5-12 


“Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can 
I not do to you, house of Israel, as this potter 
has done? says the LORD. Indeed, like clay in 
the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, 
house of Israel. Sometimes I threaten to 
uproot and tear down and destroy a nation 
or a kingdom. But if that nation which I 
have threatened turns from its evil, I also 
repent of the evil which I threatened to do. 
Sometimes, again, I promise to build up and 
plant a nation or a kingdom. But if that 
nation does what is evil in my eyes, refusing 
to obey my voice, I repent of the good with 
which I promised to bless it. And now, tell 
this to the men of Judah and the citizens of 
Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: Take care! I 
am fashioning evil against you and making a 
plan. Return, each of you, from his evil way; 
reform your ways and your deeds. But they 
will say, “No use! We will follow our own 
devices; each one of us will behave according 
to the stubbornness of his evil heart!” 


Wisdom 15:6 


“ For truly the potter, laboriously working the 
soft earth, molds for our service each several 
article: Both the vessels that serve for clean 
purposes and their opposites, all alike; As to 
what shall be the use of each vessel of either 
class the worker in clay is the judge.” 
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What if God, wishing to show his wrath 
and make known his power, has endured 
with much patience the vessels of wrath 


made for destruction? 
23 
This was to make known the riches of his 


glory to the vessels of mercy, which he has 
prepared previously for glory, 
24 


namely, us whom he has called, not only 
from the Jews but also from the Gentiles. 


ee As indeed He says in Hosea: 
“Those who were not my people I will 
call ‘my people,’ and her who was not 
beloved I will call ‘beloved.’ 


26 

And in the very place where it was said 
to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there 
they shall be called children of the living 
God.” 


a And Isaiah cries out concerning 
Israel, “Though the number of the 
Israelites were like the sand of the sea, 
only a remnant will be saved; 


28 
for decisively and quickly will the 
Lord execute sentence upon the earth.” 
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The vessels of wrath that God patiently edured is 
Egypt. The same word translated “to show” ( 
ejndeivxasqai ) is the ssame word used in Romans 
9:17 for Egypt. God’s patience and mercy 
manifested both his wrath and who is his vessels of 
mercy in Exodus. Just as it is through Moses that the 
vessels of glory was picked from the same lump of 
clay (Egyptians). Christians are taken from Israel 
(and also the gentiles. 


The Kingdoms of Israel and Judah 


Context: Hosiah is told to marry a harlot. 
She bares three children. The first is Jezreel 
- [because God will break the bow of Israel 
at Jezreel. The Second is Lo-ruhmah - [I 
will no longer have compassion]. God will 
no longer have compassion on the northern 
tribes, but will have compassion on Judah 
(Hos. 1.7). The third is Lo-ammi [not my 
people] because Israel is not my people and 
God is not their God (Hos. 1.9). 


Hos. 1:10-11 (NASB) - “Yet the number of the 
sons of Israel. Will be like the sand of the sea, 
Which cannot be measured or numbered; And it 
will come about that, in the place Where it is said 
to them, “You are not My people,” It will be said 
to them, “You are the sons of the living God.” 
And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will be 
gathered together, 11 And they will appoint for 
themselves one leader, And they will go up from the 
land. 


Isaiah 10:21-23 

A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, 
to the mighty God. For though your people, 
O Israel, were like the sand of the sea, Only 
a remnant of them will return; their 
destruction is decreed as overwhelming 
justice demands. Yes, the destruction he 
has decreed, the Lord, the GOD of hosts, 
will carry out within the whole land. 





ee And as Isaiah predicted: 

“Unless the Lord of hosts had left us 
descendants, we would have become 
like Sodom and have been made like 
Gomorrah.” 


What then shall we say? That Gentiles, 
who did not pursue righteousness, have 
achieved it, that is, righteousness that 
comes from faith; 


31 

but that Israel, who pursued the law of 
righteousness, did not attain to that law? 
32 


Why not? Because they did it not by 
faith, but as if it could be done by works. 
They stumbled over the stone that causes 
stumbling, 


33 
as 1t 18 written: 


“Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion that 
will make people stumble and a rock that 


will make them fall, and whoever 
believes in him shall not be put to 
shame.” 
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Isaiah 1:8-20 

“And daughter Zion is left like a hut in a 
vineyard, Like a shed in a melon patch, like 

9 
a city blockaded. Unless the LORD of 
hosts had left us a scanty remnant, We 
had become as Sodom, we should be like 
10 
Gomorrah. Hear the word of the LORD, 
princes of Sodom! Listen to the instruction 
11 

of our God, people of Gomorrah! What 
care I for the number of your sacrifices? 
says the LORD. I have had enough of 
whole-burnt rams and fat of fatlings; In 


the blood of calves, lambs and goats I 


find no pleasure. When you come in to 
who asks these things of you? 


visit me, 
13 f 
Trample my courts no more! Bring no 
more worthless offerings; your incense is 
loathsome to me. New moon and Sabbath, 
calling of assemblies, octaves with 


14 
wickedness: these I cannot bear. Your 
new moons and festivals I detest; they 
weigh me down, I tire of the load. 


When you spread out your hands, I close 
my eyes to you; Though you pray the more, 
I will not listen. Your hands are full of 

16 
blood! Wash yourselves clean! Put away 
your misdeeds from before my _ eyes; 


cease doing evil; “learn to do good. Make 
justice your aim: redress the wronged, 
hear the orphan’s plea, defend the widow. 
“Come now, let us set things right, says the 
LORD: Though your sins be like scarlet, 
they may become white as snow; Though 
they be crimson red, they may become 


19 
white as wool. If you are willing, and 
obey, you shall eat the good things of the 


20 
land; But if you refuse and resist, the 
sword shall consume you: for the mouth 
of the LORD has spoken! 


Paul concludes his argument. Being 
members of the covenant community does 
not assure that you will be among the 
righteous. This clears the way for Paul to 
re-address his main point: God’s People are 
not only those who are circumcised, follow 
the dietary regulations and the other 
precepts of Moses, but those who have Faith 
and are faithful to God’s law of 
righteousness. 





By rejecting Christ, they stumbled over the 


stone that causes stumbling and everyone 
who believes in this stone will not be put 
the shame. 


Chapter Six 


Miscellaneous Issues 


(Why do Catholics do that?) 
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Call No Man Father 





There are a few things in the New Testament, when no 
effort is made to understand them as the original 
audience was meant to understand them that seems to 
patently contradict Catholicism. One of these items is 
Jesus’ command to “call no man Father.” Catholics 
commonly address priests as “Father” and the Pope is 
frequently called “Holy Father.” Are Catholics 
contradicting Scripture? 


First, let’s look at the text in question. Matthew 
23:5-12: 


“> All their [the Pharisees’] works are performed to be 
seen. They widen their phylacteries and lengthen their 
tassels.° They love places of honor at banquets, seats of 
honor in synagogues, ’ greetings in marketplaces, and 
the salutation ‘Rabbi.’ * As for you, do not be called 
‘Rabbi.’ You have but one teacher, and you are all 
brothers. ? Call no one on earth your father; you 
have but one Father in heaven. '’ Do not be called 
‘Master’; you have but one master, the Messiah. '' The 
greatest among you must be your servant. '* Whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted.” 


Did Jesus wish us to understand his words in a strict 
literal sense? Absolutely not. Protestants often invoke a 
principal called “Scripture interprets Scripture.” By 
this, they mean that the meaning of an “unclear text” 
should be understood by other “more clear” texts in 
Scripture. If Jesus meant that all Christians are 
prohibited from called spiritual leaders “father” than 
we ought not find any Christians in Scripture using this 
term in this way. 


For example: 


Paul calls Abraham the “father of all of us” [Le. all 
who believe] 


Romans 4:16 — “For this reason, it depends on faith, so 
that it may be a gift, and the promise may be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not to those who 
only adhere to the law but to those who follow the faith 
of Abraham, who is the father of all of us.” 


Likewise, James: 


James 2:21 — “Was not Abraham our father justified by 
works when he offered his son Isaac upon the altar?” 
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Likewise, Isaac is called, by Paul, “our father.” 


Romans 9:10 
“And not only that, but also when Rebecca had 
conceived children by one husband, our father Isaac “ 


Therefore, we cannot say that Jesus, in the strictest 
sense, prohibited any use of the term father for 
religious purposes. Protestants will commonly narrow 
their interpretation to mean, “do not address any 
spiritual leader, now living, as Father.” This is a far cry 
from Jesus’ simple statement, “Call no man Father.” 
But even this use is not supported in the New 
Testament. 


For example: 


St. Peter mentions that Christians “invoke as father” 
earthly judges or perhaps even church leaders. He takes 
no offense at its use, but builds on it for his teaching. 


1Peter 1:17 — “Now if you invoke as father him who 
judges impartially according to each one’s works, 
conduct yourselves with reverence during the time of 
your sojourning...” 


Those people who judge, according to St. 
Peter, is unclear. St. Stephen, however, is 
quite clear when he addresses the rabbis in the 
Sanhedrin: 


Acts 7:1-2 - “Then the high priest asked, ‘Is 
this so?’ And he replied, “My brothers and 
fathers, listen...” 

If Jesus meant His prohibition to be for 
Christian leaders, how much would Jesus have 
prohibited Jewish rabbis from being called 
rabbi? After all, they were the ones to whom 
Jesus originally directed His comments. Yet, 
St. Stephen shows no scruples in calling the 
rabbis of the Sanhedrin “brothers and fathers.” 
Moreover, St. Paul does it in Acts: 

Acts 22:1-2 — “‘My brothers and fathers, listen to 
what I am about to say to you in my defense.’ When 
they heard him addressing them in Hebrew they 
became all the more quiet. And he continued...” 


Paul commands us to follow his examples (2 Timothy 
3:10). Therefore, it is biblical to call religious leaders 
Father. 


Also, First John may have used the same address 
when he says: 


1 John 2:13-14 — “I am writing to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the beginning. I am 
writing to you, young men, because you have 
conquered the evil one. I write to you, children, 
because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the beginning. I 
write to you, young men, because you are strong and 
the word of God remains in you, and you have 
conquered the evil one.” 


Throughout the First Letter of John, he addresses the 
Christian hearers of his letter as “children’ (e.g. 1 John 
2:1, 18, 3:7, 18, 4:4, 5:21). Yet, who are these “fathers” 
if not the elders or priests in the Church? 


The Fatherhood of Preaching 


Priests are called Father because in their ministry of 
preaching the gospel and winning converts they 
perform a fatherly act. 


Paul writes: 


1 Cor. 4:15-16 - “Even if you should have countless 
guides to Christ, yet you do not have many fathers, for 
I became your father [NASB — “I became your father” / 
KVJ (Greek) — “I have begotten you”) in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. Therefore, I urge you, be imitators 
of me.” 


Phil 2:22 — “But you know his worth, how as a child 
with a father he [Timothy] served along with me in the 
cause of the gospel.” 


Philemon 1:10 — “I urge you on behalf of my child 
Onesimus, whose father I have become in my 
imprisonment [Greek: “whom I begotten’’] ...” 
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How should Jesus’ words be understood? 


Jesus must be using a hyperbole. Webster’s Dictionary 
states that a hyperbole is: “A figure of speech in which 
exaggeration is used for emphasis or effect, as in J 
could sleep for a year or this book weighs a ton. The 
Jews were fond of this form of speech and Jesus uses it 
on occasion. For example, Matthew 5:29 Jesus states, 
“If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one of your 
members than to have your whole body thrown into 
Gehenna.” Likewise, Luke 14:26, “If any one comes to 
me without hating his father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he 
cannot be my disciple.” This cannot be taken literally 
since Jesus would be violating the commandment to 
honor your father and mother. Therefore, is using a 
hyperbole to convey a point. The same is true with 
Matthew 23. 


It is clear from Matthew 23 that the titles of Rabbi, 
Father and Master were being used in a way that would 
make them on par with God. This is why Jesus follows 
each prohibition by reminding the Pharisees that there 
is one Father in Heaven and we are all brothers. If one 
addresses any person as teacher, father and master in 
the sense that God is not over them, they are 
condemned by Jesus’ prohibition. However, it is very 
biblical for Christians to address priests as Father as 
long as it is understood that their fatherhood is 
something derived from God the Father. This is taught 
in Ephesians 3:14-15: 


“For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom 
every family [Greek: fatherhood] in heaven and on 
earth is named...” 


This is why Paul (and the other New Testament 
writers) feel free to address religious leaders (even 
Jewish religious leaders) as “Father”. 


Images and Idols 


Is not the use of images condemned by the Bible when 
it says: 


Exodus 20:3-5 - “? You shall not have other gods 
besides me. * You shall not carve idols for yourselves 
in the shape of anything in the sky above or on the 
earth below or in the waters beneath the earth; ° you 
shall not bow down before them or worship them. For 
I, the LORD, your God, am a jealous God, inflicting 
punishment for their fathers’ wickedness on the 
children of those who hate me, down to the third and 
fourth generation...” 


Deuteronomy 5:7 — “® You shall not carve idols for 
yourselves in the shape of anything in the sky above 
or on the earth below or in the waters beneath the 
earth; ° you shall not bow down before them or 
worship them. For I, the LORD, your God, am a 
jealous God, inflicting punishments for their fathers’ 
wickedness on the children of those who hate me, 
down to the third and fourth generation” 


Numbers 33:51-52 — “°! Tell the Israelites: When you 
go across the Jordan into the land of Canaan, »* drive 
out all the inhabitants of the land before you; destroy 
all their stone figures and molten images, and 
demolish all their high places.” 


Ezekiel 7:20 — “*° In the beauty of their ornaments they 
put their pride: they made of them their abominable 
images (their idols). For this reason I make them 
refuse.” 


Deuteronomy 7:26 — “°° You shall not bring any 
abominable thing into your house, lest you be 
doomed with it; loathe and abhor it utterly as a thing 
that is doomed.” 


Do Catholics and Orthodox violate the commandment 
of God by using statues, pictures, icons and the like in 
their places of worship and their homes? Many 
Protestants will say yes because they interpret the 
passages above as a strict prohibition for Christians to 
make any kind of image for any religious purpose. The 
Bible, however, does not make such a prohibition. 


One must make a distinction between an image (icon) 
and an idol. An image or icon is a representation of 
something in God’s creation (e.g., birds, plants, 
humans, stars, sun, angels et al.). An idol is a 
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representation of something in God’s creation that is 
worshipped as God or a god. The difference is in its 
purpose. Images are not worshipped or believed to be 
living things while Idols are images that are believed to 
be God or a god. Now, let’s examine the Scripture 
more carefully. Scripture does not forbid images (even 
images that are used for religious purposes) otherwise 
God would not command people to make images. 


For example: 
God himself creates an image when making man: 


Genesis 1:26-27 — “Then God said: “Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness. Let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, 
and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the 
creatures that crawl on the ground. *’ God created 
man in his image; in the divine image he created 
him; male and female he created them.” (see also 
Genesis 9:6). 


The Israelites were commanded by God to make 
images of angels and Almond blossoms over the Ark of 
the Covenant and in the Tabernacle (i.e. places of 
worship). 


Exodus 25:18, 20 - '* Make two Cherubim of beaten 
gold for the two ends of the propitiatory...”? The 
cherubim shall have their wings spread out above, 
covering the propitiatory with them; they shall be 
turned toward each other, but with their faces looking 
toward the propitiatory.” 


Exodus 25:33 — “*? On one branch there are to be three 
cups, shaped like almond blossoms, each with its 
knob and petals; on the opposite branch there are to be 
three cups, shaped like almond blossoms, each with 
its knob and petals; and so for the six branches that 
extend from the lamp stand.” 


Large Cherubim were also fashioned inside the inner 
sanctuary of the Jerusalem Temple: 


1 Kings 6:24-28 — “* Each wing of a Cherub measured 
five cubits so that the space from wing tip to wing tip 
of each was ten cubits. ** The cherubim were identical 
in size and shape, ~° and each was exactly ten cubits 
high. *’ The cherubim were placed in the inmost part of 
the temple, with their wings spread wide, so that one 


wing of each cherub touched a side wall while the 
other wing, pointing toward the middle of the room, 
touched the corresponding wing of the second cherub. 
°8 The Cherubim, too, were overlaid with gold.” 


The walls of the inner sanctuary were also carved with 
images: 


1 Kings 6:29, 32-35 - “°? The walls on all sides of both 
the inner and the outer rooms had carved figures of 
cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers,... ** The two 
doors were of olive wood, with carved figures of 
cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers. The doors 
were overlaid with gold, which was also molded to the 
cherubim and the palm trees. ** The same was done at 
the entrance to the nave, where the doorposts of olive 
wood were rectangular. ** The two doors were of fir 
wood; each door was banded by a metal strap, front 
and back, * and had carved cherubim, palm trees, and 
open flowers, over which gold was evenly applied.” 


Images of pomegranates encircle the columns of the 
Temple 


1 King 7 18 — “Four hundred pomegranates were also 
cast; two hundred of them in a double row encircled 
the piece of network on each of the two capitals.” 


Images of oxen adorn the sea: 


1 Kings 7:25 - “This rested on twelve oxen, three 
facing north, three facing west, three facing south, and 
three facing east, with their haunches all toward the 
center, where the sea was set upon them.” 


Likewise, panels were erected that had images of 
animals and angels: 


1 Kings 7:29 — “On the panels between the frames 
there were lions, oxen, and cherubim; and on the 
frames likewise, above and below the lions and oxen, 
there were wreaths in relief.” 


The same is true for the supports and capitals of the 
Temple (1 Kings 7:29 and following). Had God 
prohibited all images, he would have never allowed the 
Temple to be constructed as such nor would he 
command the Ark of the Covenant and tabernacle to 
have images as well. The key is that these images were 
just that — images. They were used to lift the minds of 
the people up to God and glorify God in his creation. 
They were not worshipped. 


Another interesting proof text concerns another image 
that God commanded to be made. The Jews were 
complaining to the Lord that they were being bitten by 
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serpents in the desert and were becoming ill. God 
commanded Moses to make an image of a serpent and 
mount it on a pole so that whoever looks at it will be 
healed (see Numbers 21:7ff) 


Note the following: (1) God commanded that an image 
of a serpent (possibly an angel since Seraphs were used 
to depict angels). (2) God told Moses to use this image 
to cure people and it worked. God cured all those who 
looked up at the image. This means that images in 
religious contexts are allowed. However, the story does 
not have a happy ending. The Jews many years later 
began to worship the bronze serpent and so it was 
destroyed (see 2 Kings 18:4). The licit image became 
an idol and was condemned. 


Images after the Incarnation 


If you look at the condemnation in the First 
Commandment (and the others), you can see that in all 
of these cases the images were worshipped as gods. No 
Catholic does that. Even the more revered image or 
icon is never treated as if it had special magical powers 
or that it could decide one’s fate. And even if the 
individual did, then it would be condemned (see CCC 
2112-2114 and 2132) 


Why did God make these commands? Apart from the 
obvious He didn’t want us to worship false gods. He 
knew that the Israelites, surrounded by idolatrous 
pagans, would be tempted to worship images instead of 
Him they imaged. Therefore, God purposefully did not 
show Israel his image or likeness. Read the following: 


Deuteronomy 4:13-18 — “'* The LORD charged me at 
that time to teach you the statutes and decrees which 
you are to observe over in the land you will occupy. * 
“You saw no form at all on the day the LORD spoke 
to you at Horeb from the midst of the fire. Be 
strictly on your guard, therefore, '° not to degrade 
yourselves by fashioning an idol to represent any 
figure, whether it be the form (Greek: eikona) of a man 
or a woman, '’ of any animal on the earth or of any bird 
that flies in the sky, '* of anything that crawls on the 
ground or of any fish in the waters under the earth. 


However, there is a change in the New Testament. God 
becomes man and dwells with us (John 1:1, 14). God 
reveals his form in Jesus. 


Colossians 1:15 — “He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation.” 


Unlike the Jews on the mount how were not permitted 
to view the image and likeness of God out of fear that 
they would make idols, God has revealed his image. In 


fact, the Greek word used in Col. 1:15 for image is However, as we already noted, we are never permitted 
eikona — the same word from which we get the word to worship these images as if they were gods. 

icon. Because of the Incarnation (and its revelation 

concerning the Trinity) we can make images of God. 


214 


Relics 





Relics and their use are something that rarely come up 
in apologetic discourses since their use has diminished 
in recent years. Nevertheless, relics are something 
relatively easy for Protestants to understand since it is a 
devotion that is rooted in our nature. 


Things that belonged to holy people are treated with 
respect because, in a sense, through them we come in 
contact with the memory of that person. I’d doubt that 
devout Baptists would treat the Bible used by Spurgeon 
(a highly regarded Baptist preacher of the past) as if it 
was no different than any other Bible. Even in the 
secular world, we find a parallel with relics. Sports fans 
treasure baseballs that were hit out of the park by a 
major leaguer. The same is true with autographed 
pictures of a movie star or some other object that had 
contact with a great person or event. With relics, 
Catholics take this natural inclination to treasure those 
things that were in contact with great people and 
sanctify it. We treasure those things that had contact 
with Christ or a great saint. 


Relics not only aid us in being more holy by lifting our 
thought to the person they are from and thereby 
encouraging us to be like them, but they can also be 
instruments of grace. It is not uncommon that the relics 
of a great saint sometimes became the instruments 
through which God performs miracles. God does this 
on occasion so as to encourage Christians to be 
imitators of the prophet or saint that the relic belongs 
to. In a sense, it confirms their sanctity. 


The Catholic Church divides relics into three classes. 
The first class is a part of a saint’s body. The most 
direct Biblical evidence of relics in general and a first- 
class relic in particular is a story concerning the 
prophet Elisha (2 Kings 13:20-21): 


“Elisha died and was buried. At the time, bands of 
Moabites used to raid the land each year. Once some 
people were burying a man, when suddenly they spied 
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such a raiding band. So they cast the dead man into the 
grave of Elisha, and everyone went off. But when the 
man came in contact with the bones of Elisha, he came 
back to life and rose to his feet.” 


A second-class relic is something used during a saint’s 
life, such as clothing. The Bible records an instance of 
Elijah’s mantle parting the Jordan River (2 Kings 
2:14): 


“Wielding the mantle which had fallen from Elijah, he 
struck the water..... When Elisha struck the water it 
divided and he crossed over” 


Third-class relics are objects that have been touched to 
a first-class relic. The Bible mentions this in Acts 
19:11-12: 


“So extraordinary were the mighty deeds God 
accomplished at the hands of Paul that when face 
cloths or aprons that touched his skin were applied to 
the sick, their diseases left them and the evil spirits 
came out of them.” 


These are but a few instances found in the Bible that 
occurred to the Saints. But there were others that 
occurred to Jesus. For example, there was a woman 
who suffered from bleeding. She thought that if she 
could just touch Jesus’ clothing she would be healed. 
She did and she was healed. Jesus told her that her faith 
has cured her. Jesus’ garments became the instruments 
through which He enabled the woman to be healed 
(See Mark 5:28-34). 


Church history is filled with examples of such miracles 
being performed by the relics of the saints. Moreover, 
from earliest times Christians took great care to 
preserve the remains of saints who were martyred. 


The Rapture 


The Rapture is a belief held by American Protestants 
that during the end of time (whether it be before, 
during or after a period of the great tribulation that 
would take place before the end of time) all true 
Christians will be taken up (raptured) into the clouds 
with Jesus. Those left behind (depending on what 
position you hold) will either follow the anti-Christ and 
be damned or be martyrs for Christ and go to Heaven. 


I state that this is a belief of American Protestantism 
because only American Protestants believe _ this. 
Protestants in Europe never heard of the Rapture. This 
is because a man named John Nelson Darby 
propounded the idea of Rapture. Darby’s thoughts were 
recorded in the footnotes of the Scofield Reference 
Bible, which circulated only the United States. As 
Protestants began to use the Scofield Bible (and follow 
its footnotes), people began to believe in the Rapture. 
So, historically, this is an entirely novel understanding 
of the end times even within Protestantism. More 
recently, a series of books have been published (along 
with a movie) called “Left Behind.” 


As a side note, the word “Rapture” is never used in the 
Bible for being caught up. It actually came from the 
Catholic Latin Vulgate, which rendered 1 Thess. 4:17— 
"we will be caught up" as rapiemur. 


Because of the sensational nature of end-times 
speculation, Catholics are sometimes taken up (pun 
intended) with the Rapture. In biblical terms, the whole 
doctrine of Rapture is based upon only two biblical 
texts: 


1 Thessalonians 4:16—17, which states, "For the Lord 
himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the archangel’s call, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 
will rise first; then we who are alive, who are left, shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the 
Lord." 


This passage is not talking about an intermediate event 
that happens before the Resurrection, but rather it is 
talking about the Resurrection itself. Christ comes at 
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the end of time and all the dead will rise in Christ (and 
all the living will be taken to His throne) and both will 
be judged. 


Matthew 24:37-41 — “For as it was in the days of Noah, 
so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. In (those) 
days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
matrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that 
Noah entered the ark. They did not know until the flood 
came and carried them all away. So will it be (also) at 
the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be out in 
the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two 
women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, 
and one will be left.” 


What is often ignored by Protestant Fundamentalists is 
that this passage is primarily a prophesy about the 
destruction of the Jerusalem Temple in 70 A.D. and 
secondarily to the end of time. Jesus’ disciples ask our 
Lord two questions in verse 3, “Tell us, when will this 
happen, and what sign will there be of your coming, 
and of the end of the age?” They asked these two 
questions after Jesus said in verse 2, “You see all these 
things (the temple buildings). Amen, I say to you, there 
will not be left here a stone upon another stone that will 
not be thrown down.” The disciples thought that the 
destruction of the Temple would occur at the end of 
time. In reality, the Temple is a type of the world and 
its destruction was itself a foreshadowing of the end of 
time. Hence, when the destruction of the Temple was 
about to take place, it was like the days of Noah. The 
Christians were spared and the wicked were destroyed. 
Indeed, it is believed that not one Christian died in the 
siege of Jerusalem since they all fled to Palla heeding 
our Lord’s warnings. 


Historic Christianity only knows of two “comings” (or 
advents) of the Lord. The first happened at the 
Incarnation. The second happens at the end of time 
where, as we say in the Creed, “He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead.” The Rapture theory 
envisions three advents or comings. Jesus visits earth 
before the end and then returns again for the Final 
Judgment. Needless to say, this is entirely unknown in 
the early Church and even in much of Protestantism as 
well. 


Infant Baptism 


Within Protestantism, there is a group that holds in 
what is called “believer’s baptism” (e.g. only adults 
can be baptized). These groups are called “baptistic” 
because they believe that one must have an explicit 
faith in Christ in order to be saved AND baptized. They 
challenge the practice of Catholics (and non-baptistic 
Protestant churches) that baptizes babies. Their 
objection is based upon two lines of argument: (1) 
Baptism is a symbol that one is saved and we are saved 
by faith alone. Since babies cannot have faith, they 
cannot be saved and baptized and (2) the New 
Testament says nothing about baptizing infants. 


Reading the Bible in a way that it was not meant to be 
read skews the question of infant baptism. Rank and 
file Protestants (and less educated Catholics) pick up 
the Bible and read it as if it was a contemporary work. 
They look at the Bible as a kind of blue print for how 
the church is supposed to look today. But this is all an 
illusion. The New Testament is more like a snapshot 
than a blueprint. Like a photograph, it shows 
Christianity as it was and potentially how it may be. 
But the Church of the New Testament no longer exists. 
Inspired apostles no longer walk the earth. Christianity 
is no longer a sub-set of Judaism. Much of the 
problems with paganism (e.g. whether a Christian can 
eat meat from a pagan sacrifice) not longer exists. All 
this is, of course, ignored by “bible Christians” who 
approach the Bible with problems that didn’t present 
itself to the church until after the New Testament was 
penned and make their determination whatever 
evidence they see fit. This is especially true with infant 
baptism. 


The New Testament era Church didn’t have a pressing 
need to answer the question of whether infants can be 
baptized. The main concern was evangelizing adults 
(obviously). When adults were converted, then their 
spouse and children generally followed. It wasn’t until 
the second generation of Christianity that Christians 
started to have babies and the question of baptism 
come about. We should be surprised to find in the New 
Testament, practically nothing about infants because 
evangelizing adults was much more prominent. What 
we do find in the New Testament is that when an adult 
is converted his whole household was baptized. For 
example: 


Act 16:14-15 — “One of them, a woman named Lydia, 
a dealer in purple cloth, from the city of Thyatira, a 
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worshiper of God, listened, and the Lord opened her 
heart to pay attention to what Paul was saying. After 
she and her household had been baptized...” 


Acts 16:30-32 — “Then he brought them out and said, 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you and your household 
will be saved.” So they spoke the word of the Lord to 
him and to everyone in his house. He took them in at 
that hour of the night and bathed their wounds; then he 
and all his family were also baptized at once.” 


1 Corinthians 1:16 “(I baptized the household of 
Stephanas also; beyond that I do not know whether I 
baptized anyone.” 


1 Corinthians 16:15 — “I urge you, brothers—you know 
that the household of Stephanas is the first-fruits of 
Achaia and that they have devoted themselves to the 
service of the holy ones— “ 


Therefore, we do find what we expect to find - whole 
households being baptized. Households generally 
include children, but there is nothing in these texts that 
explicitly mentions them. 


Arguments from silence 


If the absence of infants being baptized is proof that 
they cannot be baptized then the absence of a 
prohibition can be proof that it is permitted. Remember 
that the Jewish people believed that circumcision was 
the sign of the covenant with God. It symbolized 
regeneration by cutting off a piece of flesh. Scripture 
teaches that God commanded infants to be circumcised 
on the eighth day: 


Leviticus 12:3 - “On the eighth day, the flesh of the 
boy’s foreskin shall be circumcised,” 


John the Baptist was circumcised as an infant in accord 
with this dictate (Luke 1:59) as were the Patriarchs 
(Acts 7:8). Paul boasted that he was circumcised as an 
infant on the eighth day (Phil. 3:5). The eighth day is 
also the day of the Resurrection. It is the first day of the 
week. Peter seems to have understood the significance 
of the eighth day when he speaks of Noah when eight 
souls were saved through water. Therefore, the Jews 
had a long history of including infants in the covenant. 
They were commanded to do so by God. If the New 


Testament prohibits the inclusion of infants in the New 
Covenant, where is it where infants are explicitly 
excluded? Moreover, could it possibly be that Jews 
were better off under the Old Covenant than the 
Covenant of Christ since their infants received some 
spiritual unity with the people of God through 
circumcision? Of course, not. This Peter announces 
with the promise: 


Acts 2:33-37 - “Now when they heard this, they were 
cut to the heart, and they asked Peter and the other 
apostles, “What are we to do, my brothers?” Peter 
(said) to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you will receive the gift of the holy 
Spirit. For the promise is made to you and to your 
children and to all those far off, whomever the Lord 
our God will call.” 


The Jews would have naturally understood in these 
words that infants likewise could be members of the 
New Covenant through Baptism. 


Even stronger proof can be found in the fact that Paul 
states that baptism is a “spiritual circumcision.” 


Col. 2:9-12 — “For in him dwells the whole fullness of 
the deity bodily, and you share in this fullness in him, 
who is the head of every principality and power. Jn him 
you were also circumcised with a circumcision not 
administered by hand, by stripping off the carnal body, 
with the circumcision of Christ. You were buried with 
him in baptism, in which you were also raised with 
him through faith in the power of God, who raised him 
from the dead.” 


If the parallel holds, infants should also receive 
baptism as their spiritual circumcision. 


Infant baptism poses two difficulties for Protestants. 
First, it seems to be justification without faith. Second, 
baptism seems to be a “work” that saves. 


To answer the first, there are several examples in the 
New Testament of people who received some spiritual 
benefit via the faith of another. For example: 


Matthew 8:8, 13, “The centurion said in reply, ‘Lord, I 
am not worthy to have you enter under my roof; only 
say the word and my servant will be healed’... And 
Jesus said to the centurion, ‘You may go; as you have 
believed, let it be done for you.’ And at that very hour 
(his) servant was healed.” 


Matthew 9:2 — “And there people brought to him a 
paralytic lying on a stretcher. When Jesus saw their 
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faith, he said to the paralytic, “Courage, child, your 
sins are forgiven.” 


Mark 2:3-5 - “’ They came bringing to him a paralytic 
carried by four men. Unable to get near Jesus because 
of the crowd, they opened up the roof above him. After 
they had broken through, they let down the mat on 
which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus saw their 
faith, he said to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are 
forgiven.” 


Luke 7:3-5 “They came bringing to him a paralytic 
carried by four men. Unable to get near Jesus because 
of the crowd, they opened up the roof above him. After 
they had broken through, they let down the mat on 
which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus saw their 
faith, he said to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are 
forgiven.” 


Matt 15:28 — “Then Jesus said to her in reply, “O 
woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 
you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that 
hour.” 


1 Cor. 7:14 — “For the unbelieving husband is made 
holy through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is 
made holy through the brother. Otherwise your 
children would be unclean, whereas in fact they are 
holy.” 


James 5:14-15 “Is anyone among you sick? He should 
summon the presbyters of the church, and they 
should pray over him and anoint (him) with oil in the 
name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith will save the 
sick person, and the Lord will raise him up. If he has 
committed any sins, he will be forgiven. 


God can produce supernatural effects through the faith 
of a third person. Therefore, biblically speaking, God 
can regenerate infants based on the faith of the parents 
or Church. It is important to add that baptism is a gift. 
The child could grow up and reject the gift that he or 
she was given in baptism. In that case, baptism has no 
benefit for him. 


In regards to baptism being a work. Baptism is not 
anymore a work than faith. After all, Jesus calls faith a 
work when the crowd asked him, “What must we do to 
work the work of God?” Jesus answers: “Believe!” 
(John 6:28-29). Therefore, faith is a work. Like it or 
not, there is something that we do in justification 
through the grace of God. “But,” as some Protestants 
sometimes respond, “baptism is just water and words. 
Faith saves us, not baptism.” That’s not what the Bible 
teaches. | Peter 3:21 teaches: 


“This prefigured baptism [the flood of Noah], which 
saves you now. It is not a removal of dirt from the body 
but an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 


Protestant apologists, such as James McCarthy, state 
that this is the most difficult text in Scripture to 
understand. Indeed! It would be difficult if you do not 
believe baptism is the instrument by which God 
incorporates us into Christ. 


Acts 1:5: 
“...for John baptized with water, but in a few days you 
will be baptized with the holy Spirit." 


Acts 2:38-39: 

Peter (said) to them, "Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is made to you and 
to your children and to all those far off, whomever the 
Lord our God will call." 





Acts 22:16: 
“Now, why delay? Get up and have yourself baptized 
and your sins washed away, calling upon his name.” 
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Romans 6:1-5: 

“Or are you unaware that we who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 
indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of 
life. For if we have grown into union with him through 
a death like his, we shall also be united with him in the 
resurrection.” 


1 Corinthians 12:13: 

“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 
whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we 
were all given to drink of one Spirit. Now the body is 
not a single part, but many...” 


Galatians 3:26-29: 

“For through faith you are all children of God in Christ 
Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, 
there is not male and female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham's descendant, heirs according to the promise” 
(compare that to circumcision). 





Purgatory 


It may be surprising, but one of the easiest doctrines for 
Protestants to understand is Purgatory. Purgatory deals 
mainly with sanctification, which is an area where both 
Catholics and Protestants come close to agreement. 
However, when the Protestant Reformation began, by 
in large, there existed abuses concerning Purgatory and 
Indulgences. 


As with all apologetic topics, we ought to understand 
what is Purgatory before we attempt to explain or 
defend it. Purgatory is a state or place where those who 
die in the state of grace are cleansed from venial sins 
and / or the temporal effects of forgiven mortal sins. 
This purification involves both joy and suffering and 
those in purgatory can be helped by acts of charity by 
those on earth (e.g. Masses, prayers, fasting, et al.). 


Let’s unpack this definition. First, is Purgatory a state 
or place? The exact nature of what Purgatory is 
somewhat ambiguous. Whether it is an actual place or 
a temporary condition is not defined. One may find 
indulgences that speak of days, months and maybe 
even years. This does not have to do with time in 
Purgatory, but about satisfying the penance given by 
priests after confession. Second, Purgatory is only for 
those who die in a state of grace. It is only for those 
going to Heaven. Purgatory is not, like something in 
Mormon teaching, a second chance. Because all those 
in Purgatory know that they are Heaven-bound there is 
much joy as well as suffering. Third, Purgatory is a 
remedy for the temporal effects of sin. When we sin, 
we offend God and we, in a sense, short-circuit the 
process of our own sanctification. In Confession, we 
are reconciled to God. In the penance given in 
confession, we repair the lack of sanctification. 
Purgatory deals with the latter part of sanctification, 
not forgiveness. Fourth, Purgatory involves suffering. 
We are unable to describe accurately the precise nature 
of this suffering since it is performed upon the soul and 
not the body, but there is suffering involved. We will 
explain why this is necessary later on. Fifth, the souls 
in Purgatory can be aided by our actions. The souls in 
Purgatory can be helped through our suffrages since 
they are still members of the mystical body of Christ 
and prayers are effective regardless if you are here on 
earth or in Heaven. 


Purgatory and Protestants 


As stated earlier, I found that Protestants quite readily 
accept the notion of Purgatory (if not embrace the idea) 
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once it is explained in a manner that they will 
understand. Every faith has its own lingo and often 
we speak to others using different words, but 
meaning essentially the same thing. The same is 
true here. 


Purgatory deals largely with sanctification and the 
Protestant notion of sanctification is quite close 
(although not identical) to Catholicism. Let’s take a 
few moments to understand how Protestants 
conceive of the process of sanctification. 


We have already noted in the previous section that, 
by in large, Protestantism makes a sharp distinction 
between Justification (being made right with God) 
and Sanctification. (being made holy). They are 
related, but utterly distinct. For Catholicism, both 
are really two aspects of the same thing. To be just 
is to be holy and to be holy is to be just. Because 
Protestants make this distinction, they generally 
divide sanctification into two parts — positional 
sanctification and actual sanctification. 


Positional sanctification is the state of holiness that 
is given to the believer when he or she is first 
justified. It is not, according to most Protestants, 
what makes them justified, but it is the result of 
justification. This state cannot be altered and it is 
required for entrance into Heaven. Actual 
sanctification is a process that begins when one is 
justified and continues throughout ones life. It 
involves what is commonly called discipleship that 
is picking up one’s cross daily and doing good 
works. Positional sanctification is a holiness that is 
given. Actual sanctification is something that we 
must do. Positional sanctification is required for 
Heaven. Actual sanctification is sort of required. 
We will discuss this in detail later. 


There is a kind of parallel in Catholic theology. 
When we are baptized (and confirmed) our soul 
receives what theologians call an Indelible Mark or 
Sacramental Character. This means that the 
character of our soul has changed or transformed. It 
now has capacities and capabilities that it did not 
possess before. It also means that we cannot lose 
this status nor can it be repeated. Once baptized 
(and confirmed) you cannot be re-baptized or 
confirmed. Catholics also speak of sanctification, 
which is a lifelong process of growth in holiness. 


When discussing Purgatory with a Protestant, first ask 
him or her whether they understand Positional and 
Actual Sanctification. If they do, tell them that 
Purgatory is for those Positional sanctified, but not 
completely Actually Sanctified. This will make perfect 
sense to them. If they state that there is no need for a 
person to complete the process of Actual Sanctified 
before entering Heaven, then it is important to bring up 
this text. 


Hebrews 12:14 — “Strive for peace with everyone, and 
for that holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord.” 


This text teaches that there is a level of holiness that 
must be completed in order to enter Heaven (i.e. see 
the Lord). This cannot mean Positional Sanctification 
since (1) Paul is writing to Christians (and they 
therefore were already were Positionally Sanctified) (2) 
Both verse 14 and the surrounding context shows that 
this is sanctification that requires personal effort, which 
must be understood as Actual Sanctification. 
Therefore, the process of Actual Sanctification must be 
complete to enter Heaven. 


Once you establish this point, appeal to Revelation 
21:27: 


Revelation 21:27 — “but nothing unclean will enter it 
[the Heavenly Jerusalem], nor any (one) who does 
abominable things or tells lies.” 


The writer of Revelation is speaking of Christian 
defilement not Jewish uncleanness. Jesus defines what 
is involved in Christian defilement: 


Matthew 15:18-20 — “But the things that come out of 
the mouth come from the heart, and they defile. For 
from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
unchastity, theft, false witness, blasphemy. These are 
what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands 
does not defile.” 


Again, this means perfect Actual Sanctification. 


It has been my experience that Protestants already have 
a working understand of Purgatory, although it is a bit 
primitive and undeveloped. They may say that after 
their death they will face Jesus and be shown all the 
things that they did in ones life. They will be 
confronted with their sins and feel horrible. Then Jesus 
will let them into Heaven. This is, in a sense, a 
rudimentary understanding of Purgatory. The first steps 
to Heaven isn’t unending bliss, but a confrontation with 
their sins followed by some sort of reparation (i.e. they 
will “feel horrible’’). 
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Working on this level is far more fruitful than direct 
proof texts for Purgatory because you are laying a 
foundation of understand that direct proof texts on 
Purgatory can rest on. Next, it is important to 
explain why Purgatory is necessary. Again, you 
ought to build this upon the doctrine of 
sanctification. 


When we become baptized Christians, God sets in 
motion the process of sanctification. We do not 
make ourselves holy, but rather we cooperate by 
God’s grace in the work of sanctification. 
Remember what we learned in our section on 
Justification. Without Christ we can do nothing 
(John 15:5). According to the Second Council of 
Orange, we cannot even think of any good thing 
that pertains to our salvation apart from God’s 
grace (see appendix B in the back). Therefore, our 
sanctification is God’s work in us. Protestants will 
readily agree. When we sin (mortally), we stop this 
process of sanctification. Even when our sins are 
forgiven by God, we still are further behind in 
sanctification than we ought to be. At the end of our 
lives, most of us will be less holy than if we 
completely cooperated with God and did perfect 
penance. God, therefore, performs that which we 
lacked in Purgatory. He, without our cooperation, 
completely sanctifies us. Just as sanctification 
involves suffering in this life, it will involve 
suffering in Purgatory as well. 


Although Paul is using and blending several 
different ideas, he also speaks of a purgatorial state: 


1 Corinthians 3:9-16 — “For we are God’s co- 
workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 
According to the grace of God given to me, like a 
wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another 
is building upon it. But each one must be careful 
how he builds upon it, for no one can lay a 
foundation other than the one that is there, namely, 
Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or 
straw, the work of each will come to light, for the 
Day will disclose it. It will be revealed through 
fire, and the fire (itself) will test the quality of 
each one’s work. If the work stands that someone 
built upon the foundation, that person will receive a 
wage. But if someone’s work is burned up, that 
one will suffer loss; the person will be saved, but 
only as through fire. Do you not know that you are 
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells 
in you?” 


Paul is talking both in regards to others watching 
after the churches he started and our building up 


ourselves in holiness. Not all our works are gold, some 
are wood, hay and straw. The Day (i.e. the Day of the 
Lord or Judgment Day) will test the quality of these 
works. Notice that those that have work that is burned- 
up will “suffer loss” yet he will be saved “as through 
fire.” 


Purgatory and the Canon 


One of the most difficult doctrines for Protestants to 
defend is the canon of Scripture. There is a proof text 
in Scripture that is undeniably taught. It is found in 
Second Maccabees 12:40-46, which reads: 


“But under the tunic of each of the dead they found 
amulets sacred to the idols of Jamnia, which the law 
forbids the Jews to wear. So it was clear to all that this 
was why these men had been slain. They all therefore 
praised the ways of the Lord, the just judge who brings 
to light the things that are hidden. Turning to 
supplication, they prayed that the sinful deed might 
be fully blotted out. The noble Judas warned the 
soldiers to keep themselves free from sin, for they had 
seen with their own eyes what had happened because 
of the sin of those who had fallen. He then took up a 
collection among all his soldiers, amounting to two 
thousand silver drachmas, which he sent to Jerusalem 
to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing this 
he acted in a very excellent and noble way, 
inasmuch as he had the resurrection of the dead in 
view; for if he were not expecting the fallen to rise 
again, it would have been useless and foolish to pray 
for them in death. But if he did this with a view to the 
splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to 
rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. 
Thus he made atonement for the dead that they 
might be freed from this sin.” 


If these soldiers were in Heaven — No prayer and 
sacrifice would be needed since they are in glory. 


If these soldiers were in Hell — No prayer or sacrifice 
could suffice to free them. They would still be in 


222 


torment. 


Therefore, these soldiers must have been in a place 
or state that was neither Heaven nor Hell, but that 
they were in need or prayers and sacrifices to be 
freed from this sin. The implication is that, once 
freed from this sin, they would be in happiness. 
Second Maccabees, therefore, proves the existence 
of Purgatory and approves of prayers and sacrifices 
for the dead as a “holy and pious thought.” 


When Martin Luther was confronted with this 
interpretation by Johann Eck, he did not (nor could 
he) accept despite its obvious meaning. Instead, he 
attacked the Book of Maccabees as “not in the 
canon” and “having weight with the faithful, but [it 
was| of no avail for the obstinate.” From that 
moment on, Protestantism could not accept 
Maccabees as Scripture in its fullest sense because 
to do so would prove that Protestantism is not 
biblical since Maccabees teaches Purgatory. 


Nevertheless, there is a place in the New Testament 
where St. Paul appears to be praying for a certain 
Onesiphorus who appears to have died. Paul writes: 


2 Timothy 1:16-18 


May the Lord grant mercy to the family of 
Onesiphorus because he often gave me new heart 
and was not ashamed of my chains. But when he 
came to Rome, he promptly searched for me and 
found me. May the Lord grant him to find mercy 
from the Lord on that day. And you know very 
well the services he rendered in Ephesus. 


We will learn more about prayers for the dead in 
the later section on the Intercession of the Saints. 
For now, it is important to remember that prayers 
for the dead imply Purgatory and that these prayers 
are effective because those who die in Christ are 
still part of Christ’s mystical body. 


b) 


Cc) 


d) 


e) 


g) 


h) 


-In Briel- 


Purgatory is a state or place where just souls are purified from the temporal punishments due 
to sins (1.e. forgiven mortal sins or unforgiven venial sins). 


Prayers for the dead imply purgatory — since prayers would not help the damned nor are 
needed in Heaven. 


2 Maccabees 12:46 teaches that prayers and sacrifices for the dead are a “holy and 
wholesome thought.” Maccabees was rejected by Luther and eventually taken out of 
Protestant Bibles. 


The Protestant doctrine of Positional Sanctification teaches that when one is made just, he or 
she is sanctified in a manner that can never be removed. 


The Protestant doctrine of Actual Sanctification teaches that one is made holy, after 
justification, by good works and effort. 


Hebrews 12:14 — teaches that Actual Sanctification is required to enter heaven. 


Revelation 22 teaches that “nothing unclean” shall enter Heaven, yet many die without 
perfect actual sanctification. 


1 Corinthian 3:11-17 is a complex passage that teaches that there will be a purification at the 
day of the Lord and we will be saved, but “only as through fire.” 
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Chapter Seven 


Apologetics 


(Why and How’) 
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What Is Apologetics? 


What is apologetics? Most people 
believe apologetics is the art of 
saying your sorry for being 
Catholic. This, however, is not 
the case. People have confusion 
the ancient word apologetic and the 
modern word apologize. 


The word apologetics comes from 
the Greek word apologia, which 
means “to defend.” An apologist, 
therefore, is one who defends 
someone or something. The study 
of Catholic Apologetics is the study 
of how one can defend _ the 
Catholic Faith. 


Although Catholic apologetics 
involves answering objections, 
this in and of itself is not its 
goal. The goal of apologetics is to 
open the door or clear the path for 
conversion. 


Not everybody is open to a 
spiritual conversion. Many times, 
they harbor misunderstandings 
and prejudices concerning Our 
Lord and His Church. 


Apologetics is the removal of 
intellectual obstacles that 
prevent someone from accepting 
Christ and His Church. 


The first step in learning what it takes to be a Catholic 
apologist is to get a firm grip on exactly what 
apologetics is and what it is not. It is common for 
people to waste a lot of time and effort trying tactics 
that cannot work or may even backfire and drive 
people further away from Christ and His Church. 


The best definition of what Catholic apologetics is and 
what it does bears repeating: It is the removal of 
intellectual obstacles that block the path to evangelism 
or conversion. The key word here is intellectual. 


Intellectual obstacles involve faulty reasoning or 
misunderstandings. For example, if someone refuses to 
believe the Catholic Church is the true Church because 
it teaches that we should worship Mary as a goddess 
they are burdened with an intellectual obstacle. Once 
this misunderstanding is cleared up (or the intellectual 
obstacle is removed) that person will be one step closer 
towards evangelism. 


The tools that can be used to remove intellectual 
obstacles are logic, philosophy, common. sense, 
Scripture, history, sharing personal experiences, 
appealing to official Church teaching and prayer. By 
using these tools, an apologist can help clear up or 
remove stumbling blocks that prevent one from 
wholeheartedly considering the truth of Catholicism. 


Not every obstacle that impedes evangelism is 
intellectual. Sometimes people attack the Catholic 
Faith for other reasons. For example, someone may be 
anti-Catholic and present all sorts of objections against 
the Faith because they have been divorced and 
remarried. What is really obstructing the path to 
evangelism, in this case, is not anything intellectual, 
rather it is moral and an unwillingness to change one’s 
life-style. 


Sometimes the obstacle that is encountered is 
emotional. It is not uncommon to find people who have 
been hurt by Catholic parents, Catholic teachers or 
religious and have developed a very strong revulsion to 
the Faith. For example, someone may have grown up in 
a Catholic family where the Faith was rigidly imposed 
upon the children. The objector may say something 
like, “Don’t try to push your religious views on me! 
I’ve had my parents shove all that religious stuff down 
my throat since I was six.” The obstacle may not be the 
“religious stuff’ per se, but the objector’s relationship 
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with their parents that is the real obstacle. The objector 
is just projecting their feelings about their parents onto 
the Church. 


Another common _ obstacle is personal 
preference. Deep seeded prejudices like 
racism, sexism, nationalism and even social 
snobbery may become a_ sub-intellectual 
obstacle to the Catholic Faith. 


Apologetics, by itself, cannot remove these 
obstacles any more than one could determine 
the color of a piece of paper by its weight 
alone or the shape of a piece of chocolate by 
its taste alone. Reason, history, Scripture and 
personal experience can be useful, but it is not 
very effective at removing nonintellectual 
obstacles. In fact, pressing someone with 
apologetics can in some cases push people 
further away from the Church. 


The chart below gives some helpful advice as 
to possible actions that may be taken to help a 
person with non-intellectual obstacles. 


Once you gain more experience in the field of 
apologetics you will develop an awareness as 
to where a person’s obstacles lie and how to 
deal with it. For now, it is important to know 
what type of obstacles may impede progress 
towards the fullness of truth and what are the 
limits of apologetics in general. 


Study the chart below and reread this section. Answer 
the questions below. 


Types of Obstacles 





Intellectual 


Emotional 


Obstacle 


Moral Obstacle 


Obstacle 


Personal Preference 





Problems with 
doctrine and 
practice 


Characteristics 


Effectiveness 
of Apologetics 


Very 
Effective 


Fear that 
lifestyle will 
change 


Less Effective 


Emotionally 
injured by 
Catholic 


Not Effective 


Social custom or 
pressure 


Less Effective 





Address 


Best Action Fas 
objections 











Focus on moral 
difficulty, 
attempt to 
strengthen 

Faith in other 
areas 





Don’t argue 
except to show 
example of how 

the actions of 
some Catholics 
differ from the 

beliefs of the 
Church. Above 

all LISTEN! 





Learn what types of 
pressures are involved 
and try to work around 
them. Use evangelism 

to show the 
attractiveness of the 
faith. 





1) What is apologetics? 





2) What type of obstacles can apologetics remove? 


3) If someone was abused by their religious education teacher do they have an intellectual 


obstacle? Can apologetics help them? 


4) If a Moslem believer refuses to listen to your 


explanation, what is the most likely obstacle that is preventing him from seriously 


considering the Christian Faith? 


an intellectual obstacle? 


5) Is apologetics totally useless if one does not have 
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The Big Three... 


Catechism - 
What We Believe 


Apologetics - 
Why We Believe 


Evangelism - 
In Whom We Believe 


Besides apologetics, there are two other disciplines that 
a well-rounded apologist ought to know as well. These 
disciples are catechetics and evangelism. Although 
apologetic disciplines, catechetics and evangelism are 
different and distinct disciplines they are also 
interrelated and necessary for a person’s conversion. 


First, what is catechetics? Catechetics is the instruction 
of the content of our Faith, which includes a 
description of who God is and how we ought to live. In 
other words, it tells us what we believe as Catholics. 


The primary way is done is through a catechism 
whether it be the official Catechism of the Catholic 
Church or a scaled down version for children. 


Apologetics is a subcategory of catechetics. It also 
instructs people about the Faith. Instead of focusing 
primarily on what we believe as Catholics, apologetics 
focuses on why we believe what we believe. For 
example, in catechetics we learn what is the doctrine of 
the Immaculate Conception. In apologetics, we 
describe why we believe the Immaculate Conception is 
biblical, historical and in accord with reason. 


Evangelism is primarily an introduction to the person 
in whom we believe. Through this instruction, the non- 
believer is attracted to Christ and begins the conversion 
process to be with Him and be more like Him. 


Since Jesus no longer walks the streets and byways of 
our world, evangelization relies primarily on the Body 
of Christ - His Church. Through the example of a holy 
life and one’s personal testimony about what God has 
done in ones life, the non-believer is introduced to the 
love of God through the believer. 


How they connect 


As you can see, all three of these discipline are quite 
different in that they perform a different task. Learning 
what you believe is not the same as knowing why you 
believe it just as being introduced to someone is not the 
same as knowing who that person is. Yet, all three of 
these are essential to the fulfillment of the other two. 


Apologetics is a deepening of catechetics. If all one 
learns is what we believe without knowing why we 
believe, the whole process of learning about the Faith 
is somewhat superficial or perhaps artificial. 


aed 


Apoloeclicsl 


V 


Apologetics without catechetics is even worse. 90-95% 
of all intellectual obstacles an apologist encounters 
centers around a misunderstanding of the Catholic 
Faith. As Archbishop Fulton Sheen once eloquently 
wrote: 


“There are not a hundred people in the United States 
who hate the Catholic Church. There are millions, 
however, who hate what they wrongly believe to be the 
Catholic Church -- which is, of course, quite a different 
thing. These millions can hardly be blamed for hating 
Catholics because Catholics ‘abhor statues’: because 
they ‘put the Blessed Mother on the same level with 
God’: because the Pope ‘is a Fascist’: because the 
‘Church is the defender of Capitalism.’ If the Church 
taught or believed any one of these things it should be 
hated, but the fact is that the Church does not believe 
nor teach any one of them. It follows then that the 
hatred of the millions is directed against error and not 
against truth. As a matter of fact, if we Catholics 
believed all the untruths and lies which were said 
against the Church, we probably would hate the Church 
a thousand times more than they do.” 1 


Just as a detective needs to first study a genuine one 
hundred dollar bill in order to accurately spot a 
counterfeit, the apologist ought to accurately know 
what the Church teaches so that he or she can spot 


when a misunderstanding occurs. Therefore, 
apologetics and catechetics are to some extent 
interrelated. 


What about apologetics and evangelism? We already 
saw in our definition of apologetics that it is in a sense 
a prerequisite for evangelism. It removes intellectual 
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obstacles that prevent someone from being open 
to evangelism. 


Catechetics also plays an important role in 
evangelism. Evangelism introduces Christ to the 
non-believer and it share’s Christ’s love with 
them. However, how can one love someone they 
do not know? If one’s personal testimony has 
kindled a desire to know and love Christ more 
deeply in the unbeliever, they need to be 
introduced to who and what Jesus is, what He did 
for us and what He desires us to do. This is 
catechetics. Eventually, the more one knows about 
Christ, the more they can love Him, and the more 
they love Him; the more they want to know 

more about Him. 


A good analogy to understand the inter- 
connectedness of these three disciplines is a 
sailing ship. Picture a sailing ship tied to a port 
and the ship needs to make anchor at a distant home 
port. What needs to occur for this ship to make it 
home? 


First, the ropes that bind it to the port need to be 
removed. This is apologetics because it is the removal 
of obstacles that prevents evangelism. If these ropes are 
not removed the ship will never set sail. 

Second, the ship needs to hoist its sails. The sails are 
evangelism which moves a person closer to Christ. 
Even if the ropes are removed, a ship without a sail 
will not make it home. 


Thirdly, even without the ropes and the raised sails, the 
ship may not make it to the home port. Why? It needs 
to be guided by a rudder. The rudder is catechetics. 
Without a sturdy rudder (and a knowledgeable captain 
to guide it), the ship may indeed set sail, but it could 
easily sail in the wrong direction. 


Just as all three things need to be in operation for our 
ship to reach its destination, the three disciplines of 
apologetics, evangelism and catechetics all play a role 
in the process of conversion. A well rounded apologist 
ought to be able to do all three and be able to detect 
what the person you are talking with needs. 


' Radio Replies, Rumble and Carthy, (TAN Books), 
volume 1, Preface, IX 


The Scope of Apologetics 


Now that we have looked at what is 
apologetics and its relationship to 
evangelization and catechesis let’s shift 
gears and look at what it takes to 
believe it. 


What Does It Take To Believe In The Communion 
of Saints? 


List what is required to be believed in order to hold that 


saints in Heaven intercede for us to God. 


There is more to apologetics than 
simply answering Protestant objections. 
Apologetics covers a whole variety of 


What is presupposed about God? 





beliefs and objections from simple to 
complex. Let’s take for example the 





Catholic doctrine of the intercession of 
the saints in Heaven. Take a few 





moments and fill out the list provided 
to the right of this paragraph of all the 





doctrines that are presupposed in the 
idea that saints in Heaven intercede for 
us. 


What is presupposed about the nature of man? 





As you can see, there is a whole 
specttum of beliefs that are 





presupposed in this single doctrine. 
Some beliefs are very fundamental and 





center around the existence of God and 
his nature or attributes (e.g. that God 
exists and that God is transcendent so 
that we can pray for him). 


What is presupposed that makes the prayers of the saints 
different? 





Other presupposed beliefs are that 
those saints in Heaven are there 





because they are united to Christ and 
therefore their prayers are effective or 





powerful. This, of course, assumes that 
Christ is what He claimed to be - true 
God and true man. No one would make 
it into Heaven following a blasphemer or a lunatic. 


Another group of presuppositions are doctrines that are 
disputed by certain groups of Christians. For example, 
do the saints in Heaven pray for us? How can the saints 
in Heaven mediate prayers when Christ is our sole 
mediator? 

Each of these groups are separate areas of 
study in apologetics. 


The first group that contained the most 
fundamental claims about whether God exists 
and His attributes is called Theistic 


Apologetics. The word Theistic comes from 
the Greek word Theos, which means God. This 
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is where we get the word Theology which 
means the study of God. 


The second group of presuppositions 
concerning Christ involved things that would 
be discussed between a Christian and a non- 
Christian such as a Buddhist, Jew, Moslem, 
Hindu et al. This category is called Christian 
Apologetics since it involves discussing what 
makes Christianity unique among all the other 
world religions and particularly why the 
claims of Christ are true. This category is 
sometimes called Natural Apologetics. 


The last group of beliefs surrounds doctrines 
that are not held by all Christians. This 
category is called Catholic Apologetics. The 
most prominent aspect of Catholic Apologetics 
concerns addressing those objections common 
to Protestantism. 


These are the three main categories 
of apologetics. For the sake of 
completeness, I also added two more 
categories that are not typically 
treated in apologetic textbooks, but 
they are certainly part of the field of 
apologetics. The first field is that of 
Epistemology. Epistemology is a 
fancy word for a_ branch in 
philosophy that studies how we know 
things. In Theistic Apologetics, we 
can give proofs for the existence of 
God by observing nature. By 
discerning creation, we can learn that 
there must be a creator. Many people 
today, however, would deny that we 
can really know anything with 
certainty. You may have heard the 
phrase, “There is a truth for you and 
a truth for me.” Many times this 
phrase indicates that this person no 
longer believes that their senses are 
trustworthy. Epistemology may help 
prepare the way for proving God’s 
existence and his attributes. 


The second, nonstandard, field of 
apologetics is pseudo-Christian 
Apologetics. This is an area of 


apologetics that focuses in on the 
unique doctrines of certain pseudo- 
Christian religions, sects or cults. 


One of the most fundamental rules of 
apologetics is that you need to make 
your case for a particular belief based on an 
authority that is accepted by all. It is of little 
use quoting the Scriptures to someone who 
does not believe God exists to prove God’s 
existence. Why? Because if God does not 
exist, then the Scriptures are merely 
someone’s personal opinion. You need to 
appeal to a source that a believer and an 
atheist holds to be authoritative. In this case, 
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Theistic 
Apologetics 


Chris tian 
(Natural) 
Apologetics 


Pseudo- 
Christian 
Apologetics 


it would be reason, 


basic observations about nature. 


logic, philosophy and 


Just like a 


man pulling another man out of quicksand by 


both parties the 


gripping 


same 


rope, 


apologetics involves appealing to the same 


authoritative source. 


"There's a truth 
for you and a 
truth for me." 


God and His 
Attributes, 
Miracles, 
Revelation 


"God does not 
exist." 


The uniqueness 
of Christianity 
and the claims 
of Christ, the 
reliablity of the 
Gospel. 


"Jesus was just 
one of many 
moral sages." 


Catholic / 
Protestant 
Apologetics 


"Did Jesus 
appoint Peter 
as pope?" 


Catholic 
Apologetics 


Jehovah's 
Witnesses, 
Mormons, 
New Age, et 
al. 


"Was Joseph 
Smith a 
prophet?" 


Area of Common 


. How do we 
— 


Philosophy, 
Experience 


Philosophy, 
Experience 


Philosophy, 
Experience, 
History 
Scripture - 
primarily as a 
historical source 


Philosophy, 
Experience, 
History, Scripture 


Philosophy, 
Experience, 
History, 

Scripture, 
Specialized Study 





For Christian or Natural Apologetics, the common 
authority may not be so much reason and philosophy as 
history and the Gospels being used as historical records 
of the life and deeds of Jesus. 


In Catholic Apologetics, since it is directed at believing 
Christians, one can appeal to all those authorities 
mentioned above plus Sacred Scripture as inspired 
documents. 


It’s not about Winning 
Arguments 


Is apologetics all about arguments? If we were 
all like the robotic Commander Data on the 
Star Ship Enterprise, perhaps apologetics 
would be all about putting together solid 
arguments. All we would have to do is put 
together a solid irrefutable “proof” for our 
Faith and the person would believe and that 
would be it. 


But coming to the intellectual 
acceptance that some is true is 
only part of supernatural Faith. 
It takes God’s_ supernatural 
grace to lift our minds not only 
to accept what He has revealed 
as true, but to give our amen (I 
believe). It is one thing to say 
“T know that God is one” and to 
have the supernatural virtue of 
Faith to say, “I believe that God 
is one.” The first is mere _ intellectual 
knowledge. It is something, as the quote from 
James 2:19 illustrates, that even the demons 
believe. But these demons do not have the 
supernatural Faith that makes _ possible 
supernatural Hope and Charity, which are also 
necessary for salvation. 


also 
shudder. 


What God has revealed, while it does not go 
against our reason, it goes far beyond what we 
can grasp by reason alone. This is why the 
Vatican I declared: 


“If anyone says that the assent to Christian 
faith is not free, but is necessarily 
produced by arguments of human reason; 
or that the grace of God is necessary only 
for living faith which works by charity: let 
him be anathema.” 


Arguments and proofs are helpful, but they by 
themselves are not sufficient to bring about 
supernatural Faith because Faith is a gift of 
God. 


"You believe 


God is one. You do 
well; 


the 
believe, 


+” 


James 2:19 
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One of the most sobering magisterial teachings 
on this subject comes to us by way of the 
canon of the Council of Second Orange. This 
little known council was convened to deal with 
the teachings of the Pelagian heresy. The 
Pelagians taught Original Sin was not a 
privation of Sanctifying grace, but really a bad 
example set by the sin of Adam and Eve. If 
one wished to become a saint, 
the Pelagians taught, it required 
only human effort and not 
God’s supernatural grace. 
Second Orange detailed exactly 
how dependent we human 
beings are upon God and his 
grace for our salvation. Canon 
7 is of particular interest since 
it deals with the question of 
Faith. 


that 


demons 
and 


If anyone affirms that we can form any 
right opinion or make any right choice 
which relates to the salvation of eternal 
life, as is expedient for us, or that we can 
be saved, that is, assent to the preaching of 
the gospel through our natural powers 
without the illumination and inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, who makes all men gladly 
assent to and believe in the truth, he is led 
astray by a heretical spirit, and does not 
understand the voice of God who says in 
the Gospel, "For apart from me you can do 
nothing" (John 15:5), and the word of the 
Apostle, 

"Not that we are competent of ourselves to 
claim anything as coming from us; our 
competence is from God" (2 Cor. 3:5).” 


These two texts of Scripture cited by Second 
Orange are of great importance. First, John 
15.5 is where Our Lord speaks about the vine 
and the branches. Unless a branch abide in the 
Vine (Who is Christ) that branch cannot do 
anything sufficient for salvation. Jesus does 
not say, “without me you can not do much” or 
“without me you can do some things with a lot 


of effort.” Instead, he says that we can do 
nothing apart from His grace. 


This means that the work of conversion is not 
dependent upon spiffy arguments or 
compelling logical arguments, it is the work of 
God. 


The fact of the matter is that God doesn’t need 
apologists to clear the way to evangelism. He 
can do this all on his own. 


Even though St. Peter 
commands all 
Christians to be able 


It is through the sacraments and the exercise of 


anything, but God who causes the growth.” (1 
Cor. 3:6-7). 


The second truth is that the endeavor of 
apologetics and evangelism is nothing other 
than our cooperation with God in His work. As 
Paul says, “I can do all things through Him 
who strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:15) 


Also 2 Corinthians 5:18, 20 — “Now all these things are 
from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation... Therefore, 
we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God 
were making an appeal 


to give an explanation 
(apology) for the hope 


that is in you, it 
wasn’t Peter’s 
arguments that 
brought Saul the 


Pharisee into the fold 
it was God’s grace. 
Other examples of 
God infusing the 
virtue of supernatural 
Faith can be given as 
well. 


But Second Orange 
does not leave us 
here. Christ says 


“without me you can 
do nothing,” but he 
does not command us 


the virtues that the sacred nature and organic 
structure of the priestly community is brought 
into operation. Incorporated in the Church 
through baptism, the faithful are destined by 
the baptismal character for the worship of the 
Christian religion; reborn as sons of God they 
must confess before men the faith which they 
have received from God through the Church. 


They are more perfectly bound to the Church 
by the sacrament of Confirmation, and the 
Holy Spirit endows them with special strength 
so that they are more strictly obliged to spread 
and defend the faith, both by word and by 
deed, as true witnesses of Christ. 


(Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, 
Lumen Gentium, I, 12) 


through us; we beg you 
on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.” 


This is why Vatican II 
links the call to defend 
and share the Faith with 
the sacraments of 
Baptism and 
Confirmation. By being 
incorporated into the 
Church, the mystical 
body of Christ, the Holy 
Spirit endows us with a 
special strength so that 
we are more strictly 
obliged to spread and 
defend the faith. Of 
course, God never 
commands that which 


to do nothing. Rather, 
he fills us with his life and grace. He 
enlightens our minds and fills our hearts so 
that we know things as he knows and loves 
things as He loves. By this he calls us to be 
co-laborers with him or as the second quote 
from Orange notes: “"Not that we are 
competent of ourselves to claim anything as 
coming from us; our competence is from God" 
(2 Cor. 3:5).” 


The Catholic apologist is therefore confronted 
with two very important truths. The first truth 
is our utter dependence on God as seen not 
only in John 15:5, but also 1 Corinthians 3 
where Paul says: 


“IT planted, Apollos watered, but God was 
causing the growth. So then neither the one 
who plants nor the one who waters is 
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he does not give the 
ability to fulfill. Therefore, through these two 
sacraments, we receive the ability to cooperate in the 
Church’s mission to spread and defend the Catholic 
faith. 


The Role of Prayer in Apologetics 


The role of prayer in apologetics is perhaps one of the 
most important and one of the most neglected aspects 
of this discipline. If we are God’s “co-workers” in the 
mission of apologetics and evangelism, does it not 
follow that prayer ought to be at the center of our 
endeavors? 


The three areas that I believe prayer is the most 
beneficial for the apologist is the acknowledgment of 
ones dependency on God, the ability to transform ones 
motives or convictions to be united to Christ’s will and 
the ability to see conversions, not as the product of 
clever arguments, but the answer to prayer. 


Why Pray? 


Isn’t it true that God knows what you need even before 
you ask it? Moreover, isn’t prayer itself a product of 
God’s grace? So, why pray for someone with whom 
you will be dialoging? 


As St. Thomas Aquinas points out: 


“We need to pray to God, not in order to make 
known to Him our needs or desires but that we 
ourselves may be reminded of the necessity of 
having recourse to God's help in these matters.” 
(Summa Theologica, II-II, 83, 2, Reply Obj. 1). 


If without Christ I can do nothing (John 15:5) and “T 
can do all things through Him who strengthens me” 
(Phil. 4:15), does it not follow that at the beginning of 
every apologetic encounter I ought to have recourse to 
God for help? 


This brings up the second and perhaps most important 
role of prayer in apologetics - the ability to keep one’s 
heart in union with Christ. Perhaps the greatest “sin” 
one can commit in apologetics is to treat the person 
like a project . That is to turn someone made in the 
image and likeness of God and who may be called by 
His grace to salvation like a 


Apologetics is the endeavor of removing intellectual 
obstacles, but if you’re interested in winning arguments 
and proving that you’re right, you have become an 
obstacle. And, this obstacle is something you can’t 
remove without some serious repentance. Remember 
what Scott Hahn once said, “the best climate to do 
apologetics is in low heat and high humility.” 


Motivation is the key to becoming an effective 
apologist. If apologetics is all about arguments and not 
growing in the spiritual life (i.e. getting closer to 
Christ) than your career as an apologist will come to a 
spectacular end in the not too distant future. I have seen 
it with Catholics and non-Catholics alike. 


Prayer transforms our heart to be united to Christ’s 
sacred heart. This is why we are commanded to pray 
for our enemies because God does not wish to destroy 
them but to bring them to repentance. The same 
thought can be seen in 1 Peter 3:15 where Peter 
commands us to be able to give a defense for the hope 
that is in us. Afterwards, he continues: 


“Do not be afraid or terrified with fear of them, but 
sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be 
ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for your hope, but do it with 
gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience 
clear, so that, when 


science project. Sadly, this is a 
very common practice among 
Catholic apologists. If one’s 


motivation in learning 
apologetics is to win 
arguments, build self-esteem 
or become an _ intellectual 


bully, you need to check your 
motives. 


The primary motive for doing 
apologetics is to be out of 
genuine love and concern for 
the other individual. Why 
should we be concerned? 
Because God is concerned and 


“You have heard that it was said, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ But I say to you, love your 
enemies, and pray for those who persecute 
you, that you may be children of your 
heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise 
on the bad and the good, and causes rain to 
fall on the just and the unjust. For if you 
love those who love you, what recompense 
will you have? Do not the tax collectors do 
the same? And if you greet your brothers 
only, what is unusual about that? Do not 
the pagans do the same? So be perfect, just 


you are maligned, 
those who defame 
your good conduct in 
Christ may 
themselves be put to 
shame. For it is better 
to suffer for doing 
good, if that be the 
will of God, than for 
doing evil. For Christ 
also suffered for sins 
once, the righteous 
for the sake of the 
unrighteous...” 


(1 Peter 3:14-18). 


wishes that they too will come 
to knowledge in the fullness of 
the truth (2 Timothy 2:4). 


One of the best ways to keep an apologetic dialogue 
from becoming angry or heated is to keep your motives 
in check. Are you truly arguing out of concern and love 
for this person or are you arguing to win? It has been 
said that one can win an argument and loss somebody 
to the Church. This is very true. 


as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
Matthew 5:43-48 
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Prayer ought to proceed 
(when possible), 
permeate and follow up every apologetic discussion. 


Prayer before Apologetic Encounters 


Since it is not always possible to know whether you are 
going to share or defend the Faith in advance, it is good 
to include in your morning prayer some mention of 
preparing yourself and the heart of whomever you may 


talk to for the eyes to see and hears to hear whatever 
God wants them to hear.. 


If you are not currently dialoguing with anyone and 
you wish too, ask God in prayer, to open an 
opportunity to talk to someone about the Faith. 


Prayer during Apologetic Dialogue 


Of course, it is very difficult to silently pray during an 
apologetic dialogue. You are usually too busy thinking 
and listening to do that. But is important to maintain a 
prayerful attitude especially if you begin to feel angry 
or agitated. A quick prayer for help can go a long way 
towards defusing a potentially angry exchange. You 
can always ask the person to pray with you before you 
begin your discussion. This act alone communicates a 
lot about your character and what the faith means to 
you. 


Prayer after an Apologetic Dialogue 


It is not uncommon after you have had an apologetic 
dialogue to reflect on all the things that you could have 
said or that you wished that you had brought up. You 
may even find yourself talking to yourself during the 
car ride home. Remember what was said earlier, we 
are only co-workers in this endeavor. “I planted and 
Apollos watered, but God caused the growth.” Be 
assured that whatever you said, if it was done in love, 
is something that God can use. 


Just as prayer before an apologetic dialogue can help 
check your motives and desires to be in conformity 
with God’s will, prayer afterwards can do the same. 


Pray for those people with whom you have discussed 
the Faith. Pray for their well being and blessings. Make 
sure that your concern for this person doesn’t end after 
the discussion is over. Keep them and their families in 
prayer. Any evangelist worth their salt will tell you that 
follow-up is key to evangelization. Any apologist 
worth their salt will continue to keep their non-Catholic 
friends in prayer. 


The Fruits of Apologetic Dialogues 
If you are looking for a person to recant their errors 


before you and accept the Catholic Faith, you are going 
to have a long wait. This type of “doorstep conversion” 


is very rare and they are usually the result of God’s 
grace working through the labor of dozens of people 
before the conversion. Usually, the person who 
witnesses a “doorstep conversion” just so happens to 


be at the end of a very long journey. 


It is my conviction that every apologetic dialogue does 
some good. It may make an anti-Catholic into a little 
It may transform a anti- 
Catholic to a non-Catholic who thinks that Catholicism 
may not be all that bad. At the very least, it provides a 
witness that the Catholic Church can be defended and 
that Catholics do have something to say on the matter. 
Of course, every apologetic dialogue helps the Catholic 
apologist learn more about the Faith and if it is done 


less anti-Catholic person. 


well, helps him grow in holiness. 


Prayer: Before, During and After 


Prayers Ought To Precede Apologetic 
Encounters 


So that God will bring someone for whom we 
may be of help. 

So that God will give us the words (if any) that 
He would like us to say. 

So that God will prepare the person’s heart for 
any seeds that we may plant 

So that God will cause the growth of what has 
been planted. 

Prayer is the antidote of treating people like 
projects 

Apologetic Encounters Ought To Be Conducted 
In A Prayerful Attitude 

So that the apologist is focused on helping the 
other person rather than winning arguments. 
Prayers Ought To Follow Apologetic Encounters 
So that we recognize that our contribution to the 
apologetic dialogue was dependent upon God 
grace and not solely our own wits and ability. 
So that God bring whatever was said in the 
dialogue to a fruitful conclusion. 

So that our concern for a person does not end 
after we are done talking. 
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Diagnosis & 


, i. 
Qe 








So far, 

we have 

used S 
several 

analogies to 

describe apologetics 


such as a farmer, a co-worker, a logician. This 
section is best explained by the analogy taken 
from medicine. 


The Church is not so much a country club for 
saints, but rather a refuge for sinners. It is, if 
you will, a hospital where sinners go to be 
made well. The head of this hospital is Christ, 
the divine physician and the doctors are his 
priests. The medicine or treatment, if one 
wishes to extend this analogy, is God grace as 
mediated through the sacraments. 


What then are apologists? Where do they fit in 
this picture? To my mind, apologists are 
medics who go out into the battle zone to 
bring back the wounded. Our job is not to cure 
a person in the field, but to patch them up so 
that they can make their way safely back to 
the hospital. 


This analogy is useful in two ways. First, it 
puts into perspective our relationship to the 
Church. We are not priests or bishops. With 
rare exceptions, we do not minister sacraments 
(except for baptism under specific and grave 
circumstances). But as the Scripture and 
Vatican II explains, we are priests by our 
baptism and we do have the 
responsibility, the duty and the 
grace to go into the world and 
witness to Christ in word and 


Demeanor 


deed. The second way this 
analogy is useful is that it 
highlights aspects of 


apologetics that is usually 
ignored in the manuals. That is 
the importance of diagnosis and 
treatment. 


When a medic is out on the 
battlefield, he or she does not 





Hostile Honest Well Versed one OF 
Incoherent? 
Hostile Honest Not Well Versed Cope rat OF 
Incoherent? 
Hostile Dishonest Well Versed : 
Incoherent? 
Hostile Dishonest Not Well Versed 
Incoherent? 


Friendly Dishonest Well Versed coe 
Incoherent? 
a “= re inohr ? 
Incohere: 
Incoherent? 
Friendly Honest Not Well Versed ; 
Incoherent? 





Treatment 





give the same medicine or treatment to all the 
injured. First, the medic must do a quick 
diagnosis of the problem before deciding 
whether to put on a neck brace or to give a 
shot. The same is true for the apologist. 


Apologetics is the endeavor of removing 
intellectual obstacles that may impede 
evangelization. Often, a person may not have 
one, but several obstacles that need to be 
addressed. It is also not uncommon to find that 
deep underneath a whole host of objects may 
lie a key obstacle that is the real problem and 
that key obstacle may or may not be treatable 
through apologetics alone. 


A good apologist will always be observing and 
listening for clues as to what this key obstacle 
may be and how it would be best addressed. If 
this is not done, you may find yourself 
addressing every topic under the sun and not 
coming to an understanding or you may waste 
your time dealing with a host of intellectual 
obstacles only to find that the real problem is 
not intellectually based at all. 











Things to look for... 


Diagnosis is not an exact science and the 
suggestions that I make here ought to be taken 
as a general guide. It is only through 
experience that you can hone your observation 
skills to make quick and accurate assessments. 


General Demeanor 


Honesty Education Coherence Could Be... 


Honest, but hostiile 
non-Catholic 


Professional 
Evangelist 


Someone who only 
wants to "witness" 


Coherent or 


Coherent or 


Professional 
Evangelist 


Someone 


Coherent 


Honest Questioner 





Coherent 








The first and perhaps most telling thing to 
look out for is the person’s demeanor. Are 
they calm, smiling, pleasant? Do they appear 
angry, hurt, aggressive? 


Different obstacles usually produce different 
demeanors. For example, let’s say a person is 
opposed to Catholicism because they wished to 
get married out of the Church. Chances are 
that the person will likely be angry when he 
discusses Catholicism especially in regards to 
its teachings on marriage. This will be a clue 
for you that marriage may be the key obstacle 
to address. Intellectual obstacles produce what 
I call “righteous anger” or “zeal.” As we read 
from Fulton Sheen earlier, most anti-Catholics 
hate what they mistakenly believe the Catholic 
Church to be. It is out of a love for Christ and 
truth that these people hate what they 
understand as Catholicism. Likewise, as Sheen 
observes, if these things were true Catholics 
would hate them even more. If anger is 
focused on a misunderstanding, remove the 
misunderstand and you will remove the hatred 
or hostility. 


Therefore, a hostile demeanor is not always a 
bad thing. It could stem from “righteous 
anger” or “zeal” which is a good, healthy 
response. 


Intellectual Honesty 


Is this person truly considering what you have 
to say or are they only interested in arguing? 
There are a couple of signs that a person is 
having an honest discussion with you. For 
example, when you correct a 
misunderstanding, they will not continue to 
make the same mistake after the correcting. 
Likewise, they will interact with the evidence 
that you give them. Also, they will show signs 


of appreciation or relief when 
misunderstandings are corrected. 
A dishonest arguer is kind of like a scorned 


lover. The real root of the problem is that he 
or she was hurt by their former love and to 
justify their feelings they will produce a list of 
things that they didn’t like about them. No 
matter how much you try to dissuade these 
objections, they are not interested in listening. 


Another indication of an honest discussion is 
the number and kind of objections that are 
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given. Is there an endless list of objections or 
only a few? Is there some overall logic to 
these objections or are they completely 
unrelated? If a person is throwing out an 
endless rabble of unrelated objections, it may 
be that they are not interested in dialogue, but 
only running Catholicism down. 


Education 


Is the arguer well-versed or not well versed? 
Are the objections their own or are they being 
recited from memory? If they appeal to 
Scripture, are they jumping from one verse to 
another and refusing to spend time looking at 


one particular passage? Are they using 
technical language? Do they show any 
proficiency in Hebrew or Greek? Do they 
quote any authorities, dictionaries or 
commentaries? 

The level of sophistication may indicate 


whether you are talking to a rank amateur or 
perhaps a trained anti-Catholic apologist or 
evangelist. 


Coherence 


Generally, people will have an objection and a 
standard response. It is rare that you will find 
a person with more than two lines of defense 
on any particular topic. The first object is well 
thought out and it is logical. Once that 
objection is breached, there is a usually a 
second object that is not as strong but still 
well thought out and coherent. However, once 
this is breached, you may find that suddenly 
the discussion on the topic become erratic, 
illogical or incoherent. This is because the 
person really hasn’t thought the problem 
through that far. They will either change the 
subject or offer an answer that will not make 
sense. This is standard: coherent objection, 
coherent response; incoherent response. 


However, if your discussion begins with 
incoherence, then you may have a problem. 
There is a good chance that at its root it is a 
non-intellectual problem, which could be 
moral, emotional or personal preference. 


Making A Diagnosis 
Some first-time apologists are intimidated at 


the thought of diagnosing a problem. But if 
you think about it, you will see that all these 


characteristics are the logical aftermath of a 
particular type of obstacle. 


Let’s take as an example the general demeanor 
of a person. If the obstacles involves some 
person who is hurt, one would expect to find 
an aggressive or spiteful demeanor. If it is an 


Chart 1 - Coherence For Intellectual Obstacle 


Intellectual 
Obstacle 


intellectual obstacle, then chances are that 
their demeanor will be more calm. 


Education indicates whether you are dealing 
with someone who has studied or has been 
trained to attack the Church. Non-intellectual 
obstacles tend to produce not-so-well thought 
out apologies than intellectual one. 


Coherence is also a good indicator. Look at 
the two charts to the right. Chart 1 shows the 
typical relationship from a key intellectual 
obstacle to all the secondary arguments. Note 
that all the secondary arguments more or less 
coincide with the key obstacle. Chart 2 shows 
what may be a typical relationship from the 
key moral obstacle to all the secondary 
arguments. In this instance, the secondary 
arguments bare little or no relationship to one 
another other than they are objections to the 
Faith. 


The diagnosis that you draw from these 
characteristics will help direct you on how 
best to dialogue with this person. 


Selecting a Treatment 
The following are rough profiles of people 


that you are most likely to encounter in an 
apologetic dialogue. 
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Trained Evangelist 


Demeanor: Somewhat Hostile 
Honesty: Dishonest 
Education: Well Versed 
Coherence: Incoherent 


Diagnosis: The trained evangelist is there to 
witness to you and not to honestly grapple 
with what you have to say. He or she will 
likely pepper you with objections. The 
relationship between these objections depends 
on the objector’s level of sophistication. 
Fundamentalist tend to be incoherent while 
evangelicals tend towards coherence. 


Treatment: First, answer their objections to 
the best of your ability. Try to pose questions 
that are “outside the box” like “What would 
you say if I could present evidence from those 


Chart 2 - Incoherence for Non-Intellectual 
Obstacle 


Non-intellectua 
Obstacle 


who personally knew the apostles that taught 
X?” Second, make sure that your answer is as 
educated as your objector. For example, if the 
objector is using technical terminology then 
use technical terminology back. If he or she is 
using this terminology incorrectly, bring that 
to their attention. Finally, be aware of your 
audience. For example, if this discussion is 
taking place in a group setting, the evangelist 
may be using the occasion to witness, not so 
much to you, but his audience. Therefore, 
make sure that you answer as many of the 
objections posed as possible focusing most of 
your attention on the subjects that you feel 
most confident in discussing. By doing this, 
you will show the audience that Catholicism 


does have answers and perhaps this objector 
may not know as much as he thinks he knows. 
Whatever you do, do not do something that 
you will regret later. If the objector is hostile, 
do not return his hostility. Be firm, but do not 
become angry or condescending. This way 
you will win the sympathy of the audience and 
they may be more willing to listen to what you 
have to say. 


The Wounded Objector 
Demeanor: Hostile 
Honesty: Dishonest 
Education: Not Well Versed 
Coherence: Incoherent 


Diagnosis: All the characteristics above point 
to a non-intellectual obstacle. Like the trained 
evangelist, the “wounded” objector is not 
interested in discussion. However, instead of 
using the occasion to witness, he or she is 
using various objections to justify their 
feelings towards the Church. It is also 
common that they will pose a large number of 
objections some of which are not wholly 
rational objections, but emotional diatribes. 

Treatment: The best thing to do is to 
compassionately listen. Clearing up 
misunderstandings may help to some degree, 
but its root is a non-intellectual obstacle. 
Prayer and friendship is usually the best 
course of action. Eventually, by God’s grace, 
they will begin to be more open to discussion. 


The Honest Objector 
Demeanor: Somewhat Hostile 
Honesty: Honest 
Education: Well Versed / 
Not Well Versed 
Coherence: More Coherent than Incoherent 


Diagnosis: The honest objector is one who has 
one or two key misunderstandings about 
Catholicism that prevents them from 
embracing the Faith. 


Treatment: Focus in on the objector’s key 
obstacles. You will likely find yourself doing 
more instruction or catechetics than straight 
out apologetics. Give complete answers and 
encourage further discussion at a later date. 


The Honest Questioner 
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Demeanor: Friendly 
Honesty: Honest 
Education: Not Well Versed 
Coherence: Likely Incoherent 


Diagnosis: Chances are this is simply a person 
who has one or two questions about the Faith. 
The person may be a Catholic or a lapse 
Catholic who is unclear on a few points of 
Catholic doctrine. There is no real sign of 
hostility and the person will likely have only 
one or two unrelated questions. 


Treatment: The apologist ought to try to 
address each point as simply and concisely as 
possible. I don’t know how many times I have 
seen a learned apologist bore the honest 
questioner to tears providing a_ lengthy 
apologetic on a simple question in which the 
questioner was lost after the first minute and 
stopped listening shortly thereafter. 


While in this case it is good to give more 
information than less (the added information 
may help spur the questioner on to further 
thought on the subject), one ought to beware 
of being too long winded. 


It is always important to encourage such 
people to continue to look deeper into the 
Faith. It may be a good idea to share a little 
about your own experience in becoming a 
more engaged Catholic and encourage them to 
do likewise. 


The Mentally Unstable Objector 


Demeanor: Hostile 
Honesty: Dishonest 
Education: Not Well Versed 
Coherence: Very Incoherent 


Diagnosis: For this type, you will notice that 
the person’s appearance may be unkept, their 
emotions change radically and their objections 
are so incoherent that it is difficult to make 
sense of them. For example, they may include 
doctrinal objections, moral objections, 
conspiracy theories and the like. If you try to 
answer an objection, you will find that you are 
completely ignored or you make them more 
agitated. 


Treatment: The mentally unstable objector’s 
key obstacle is not intellectual but 


psychological. The best course of action is to 
not engage in dialogue, but charity. 


Practice Makes Perfect... 


You ability to assess where a person is coming 
from and what their key obstacle comes 
through practice and experience. 


Now it is your turn to try your hand at 
diagnosing an objector. Let’s run through a 
couple scenarios in class and see if you can 
determine (1) Whether this person has an 
intellectual or non-intellectual obstacle, (2) 
What appears to be that obstacle, (3) What is 
the best way to approach them. 
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Apologetic 
Postures 








\\ 


Just as there are different kinds 
of objectors, there are different 
ways one can engage in an 
apologetic dialogue. 


There are four different forms in 
which a dialogue can take: the 
head to head, side by side, back 


peddling and what is called 
“knocking the shine off a 
testimony” approach. Each of 
these approaches are_ called 


apologetic postures and each of 
these postures have their own 
strengths and weaknesses. 


In this section, we will examine 
each posture, its pros and cons 
and under what circumstances is 
it best to use a given posture in 
dialogue. 
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The first and most common posture is the head 
to head approach. This is the posture used 
during a debate setting where a person will 
raise an objection. The other person will 
answer the objection and pose another 
objection and the objector will respond and so 
on. 


In many ways the head to head approach 
resembles a tennis match. Each person is 
trying to whiz past his opponent an objection 
that cannot be answered. Like a tennis match, 
the head to head approach is _ orientated 
towards scoring points and winning the match 
by defeating the opponent. 


The head to head posture produces a number 
of pros and cons. On the pro’s side, the head 
to head approach is quick moving. It doesn’t 
take a lot of time to complete and it can be 
done in one sitting. Also, by its nature, it is 
easy to cover a wide assortment of objections. 
The objector may raise an objection against 
the papacy. You may answer this objection and 
fire an objection against the use of the Bible 
alone. The objector may answer this and raise 
an objection about Mary. Before long you 
covered a wide range of material. When the 
“ball is in your court,” you have the ability to 
steer the conversation into areas that you are 
familiar with, which is also a plus. The head 
to head approach is also helpful in 
demonstrating that the Catholic Faith can be 
defended and that there are answers to these 
objections. This is most certainly a big 
advantage over the other approaches. 


Unfortunately, this approach also carries with 
it a number of negatives as well. The first and 
biggest negative is the nature of the posture 
itself. Your objector’s attention (and yours as 
well) is not so much directed at what is being 
said as what objection you will be firing next 
at your opponent. Depending on _ the 
circumstances where this approach is used, it 
is very common for both parties to walk away 
from the dialogue without gaining a better 
appreciation of the other person’s side. The 
combative nature of the dialogue sometimes 
gets in the way. Another negative is that it 
does not encourage further discussion on a 
particular issue. Unless an apologist goes out 


of one’s way to schedule some 


sort of further discussion, the 
opportunity is over once the 
dialogue has finished. 

Another difficulty with this 


posture is that it is difficult to 
maintain a discussion on only one 
topic. The Catholic Faith is 
integrated and _ interconnected. 
Under the best circumstances, it 
is difficult to discuss one aspect of the Faith 
without also addressing other related 
doctrines. Just as the Head to Head posture is 
useful for covering a wide range of topics in a 
single discussion, it is also difficult to keep 
the objector’s attention on a single topic. To 
do so, with this posture, requires a conscience 
effort on the apologist’s part to keep the 
discussion centered on the area that you wish 
to focus in on. 


The Side by Side Posture 


The Side By Side Posture is very 
different from the Head to Head 
approach. Instead of shooting 
objections at your opponent, you 
receive the objection and invite 
the objector to “come along side 
you” and research the objection 
together. The following dialogue 
will illustrate how this posture is 
assumed by the Catholic 
apologist. 


Annie Anti-Catholic: “How can 
you believe in the Immaculate 
Conception when it flatly contradicts 
teachings of the Bible?” 


the 


Cathy Catholic: “Before you begin, why don’t 
you jot down on a piece of paper the 
references that you want me to consider and 
I?ll jot down a few for you then the next time 
we meet we can share what we’ve found in our 
research and critique each other’s position.” 


Annie Anti-Catholic: “Why do you want to do 
that?” 


Cathy Catholic: “Annie, I hold both you (and 
the Scriptures) in such high regard, that I truly 
want to prayerfully consider whether what you 
have to say on this subject is true. The best 
way to do this is if you come along side me 


Posture 1 
Head to Head Approach 





Posture 2 
Side by Side Approach 
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and help me do the research. Who 
knows! Maybe, there are some 
things that we both can learn 
from in this project?” 
Annie Anti-Catholic: “Sound 
good to me.” 

From that you point on, both of 
you present evidence for or 
against a position and critique 
each other’s evidence. 


As you can probably tell, there are a number 
of positive aspects to this posture. First, it is 
almost impossible for the discussion to 
become heated since both of you are not trying 
to “win” the discussion. Rather, the focus of 
the dialogue is taken off what response you 
are going to shoot at your opponent, but what 


does the evidence tell us. It take the 
momentum of the objector’s zeal away from 
trying to convert you _ to 
examining whether or not 


their objections are valid. It 
also removes the danger of 
blustering ones way through a 
discussion so that your 
opponent won’t corner you. 
With this approach, if you or 
your opponent are unable to 
come up with an answer you 
can always put it on the shelf 
until next time. 


Second, it shows that you 
have genuine concern for this 
person and what they have to 
say. Most people, if they are 
treated with respect, will in turn treat you with 
respect and this is of the utmost importance if 
you going to have an honest and sincere 
dialogue. 


Third, the Side By Side posture allows both 
sides to have their say and to keep the 
discussion focused on only one topic. It also 
allows you to look into this topic more deeply 
that any other posture. You also have the 
added bonus of being able to bring to the floor 
books and tapes that you have listened to or to 
consult with other apologists for help if and 
when you need it. 


There are a few negatives to the Side by Side 
approach that needs to be considered. First, 
the success of this approach depends upon the 


zeal and the sincerity of your objector. In a 
way, the Side by Side posture is calling their 
bluff. They believe that objection “X” 
disproves Catholicism, but are 
they willing to sit down and see 
if it really does? Some will do 


be unanswerable objections without truly 
considering your counter arguments. If after a 
while you do not appear to be accepting what 
they are presenting, they will 
consign you to the reprobate 
and not waste their time with 


Posture 3 
Back Peddling Approach 


this and others will not. you since you “oppose the 
truth.” How can an apologist 
Another drawback occurs when have a meaningful dialogue 


an audience is observing your 
invitation for further study. To 
their eyes, it looks like you are 
being taken in by this person’s 
objections since you do not 
answer him on the spot. If you 
are well known as an apologist, 
this posture may be misinterpreted by the 
audience as a signal that you don’t have an 
answer and that his objection is likely true. 


with such a person? The Back 
Peddling posture is particularly 
effective in these 
circumstances. But what is the 
Back Peddling posture? 





Since opposition to what is 
being said is a sign that you are not receptive 
to the truth and therefore n 
ot worthy of further dialogue, 


the Back 





You should either wait until you 
have a private moment with the 
objector and invite him for further 
dialogue or choose another posture. 


Things to look 


Benefits outtoe 


Type of Media 





The Side by Side approach is slow 
and time consuming. It requires 
both parties to take the time to meet 
again whether it be in person or on 


Face to Face 


Best way to most fully 
communicate what 
you have to say and 
how you want it to be 
said. 


Time consuming. 

Difficult to present 
research material 
without intimidating 
the other person. 





the phone or by email or the 
Internet. The Side by Side approach 
is most effective face to face since 
the dialogue is based on a mutual 


Phone 
Conversation 


Convenient 
Able to hear the 
persons emotions 
and responses 


Can be expensive. 
Limited by time. 





concern for one another. The other 
medium of dialogue (phone, email 
et al.) reduces this benefit. 


Sometimes, apologetic dialogues 
are one time events. Therefore, the 
Side by Side approach is _ not 
applicable. 


Internet 
Messaging or 
Chat Rooms 


The Back Peddling Approach 


Able to cut and paste 
texts. 


Need to reduce the 
conversation to 
sound bites. 
Very difficult to tell the 
demeanor of a 
person making it 
easier to 
misunderstand one 
another. 

Need to be online at 
the same time. 





Some objectors are not interested in 
dialogue because they believe that 
they have the truth and that there is 
nothing they can learn from you. 
This type of attitude is very 


Emails 








You can provide 
lengthy responses. 
Easy to present 
resource material. 





Very easy to skim 
over material without 
reading, especially if 

itis lengthy. 





prominent among’ people who 
believe themselves to be part of a chosen elect 
such as strict Calvinists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Mormons and others. 


Peddling approach feigns receptivity. Instead 
of offering answers to their objections, but 
offer questions. Let’s look at the following 


dialogue as an example of the Back Peddling 


Evangelists with this worldview will often 
engage in a Head to Head dialogue since it 
enables them to shoot out what they believe to 
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approach. 


Johnny Jehovah’s Witness: 





“Jesus was not Jehovah God, but he was 


merely “godlike.” Nowhere in Scripture is 
there a reference to Jesus as God.” Cathy 
Catholic: “Hmm. What then did St. Thomas 


say to Jesus in John 20:28? It seems to me that 
he was calling Jesus God. Wasn’t he?” 


Johnny Jehovah’s Witness: “Oh, this is a 
common error. Thomas wasn’t calling Jesus 
‘God,’ but he was making an exclamation 
saying, “My lord and my God, it is you Jesus.” 


Back Peddling is not something that can be 
done without preparation. It requires a 
knowledge of objections likely to be offered 
and where a person will likely take the 
conversation after the first objection has been 
breached. In some cases this type of research 
is rather easily done (e.g. pseudo-Christian 
cults such as the JWs, Mormons, et al.). 
These groups all receive standard training and 
pretty much use the same objections across the 
board. Non-Catholic Christian religions (e.g. 


Cathy Catholic: [knowing that this Calvinists, Fundamentalist et 
was going to be the standard Posture 4 al.) are more difficult. However, 
response to this objection asks] “JI | KnockingtheShineOffaTestimony | jf you know a_ particular 
see. But wouldn’t this be using doctrine or area of study well, 


Jehovah God’s name in vain? He 
would be swearing, wouldn’t he?” 


Johnny Jehovah’s Witness: “Well, I 
guess so.” 


Cathy Catholic: “Well, if Thomas 
just blasphemed before Jesus, why didn’t Jesus 
rebuke him?” 


Johnny Jehovah’s Witness: “ I don’t know. I'll 
have to ask my elder. I’m sure they he will 
know.” 


Notice how Cathy Catholic used the Back 
Peddling posture to make a point with her 
Jehovah’s Witness friend. Had she posed the 
John 20:28 argument as an objection, the 
Witness would have either blustered through 
the argument or changed the subject. Instead, 
by feigning that she needed instruction in the 
matter she was able to lead Johnny to the 
realization that he really didn’t have a viable 
answer to  Cathy’s innocent question. 
Hopefully, once Johnny’s elder is unable to 
provide a good answer, he may realize that 
there may be more to Christ’s divinity than he 
has been taught. 


The Back Peddling approach is also effective 
against people who style themselves as 
knowing everything there is to know about a 
subject. 


The Back Peddling posture is really a 
combination of the Head to Head posture (in 
that it has a objection / response aspect to it) 
and the Side by Side posture (in that it 
encourages the objector to mutually look at his 
or her’s objection). 
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you can pretty much achieve the 
same results with these groups. 


The key to a successful use of 
this posture is confidence. If 
you know the material and you 
know what your _ objector 
believes, this can be a very valuable tool in 
opening up a dialogue where it would 
otherwise be impossible. 


Knocking The Shine Off A Testimony 


Perhaps the most dangerous and little used 
posture is called, for lack of a better title, 
“Knocking The Shine Off A Testimony.” 


Before we explain what this means, we ought 
to first explain what type of person may be 
helped by this posture. 


Some mind-science religions (e.g. New Age, 
Christian Science) and _ pseudo-Christian 
religions (e.g. Mormons) base their beliefs 
solely upon their own internal convictions or 
testimony that what they believe is true. 
Sometime this tendency can be so strong that 
people will believe the most absurd things 
because they hold to an inner witness that is 
verifiable only to themselves. This conviction 
or testimony is reinforced daily by themselves 
and re-reinforced by a tightly knit social 
structure of the cult or sect that they belong 
to. In some cases, even the Back Peddling 
approach fails because whatever you say (even 
if you show them in black and white that the 
teachings of this cult or sect is wrong) they 
will not for a moment consider the evidence. 
Why? If they even hypothetically question 
their beliefs, they would be seen as doubting 


their testimony and only the reprobate (those 
who are not elected into Heaven or Paradise) 
would doubt their testimony. Like a dirty CD 
that keeps repeating the same phrase of music, 
whenever a doubt appears on the objector’s 
radar screen, the person reverts back to his or 
her’s own testimony. How do you get the 
person to stop reverting to their own inner 
testimony? You need to knock the shine of it. 


With the “knocking the shine of a testimony” 
posture, you need to be as firm, aggressive and 
with as much conviction as possible tell this 
person that whatever they personally feel 
about something is not hard evidence that it is 
true. In other words, you have to talk some 
sense into them and even rattle them to get 
them to listen. You may even put forward as 
strongly as possible your own _ personal 
convictions that your religion is true and that 
both testimonies contradict each _ other. 
Theoretically, once you’ve undermined their 
dependence on their testimony, they will be 
open to honestly looking at the evidence. 


This particular posture is given here more for 
the sake of completeness than as a 
recommended posture. This being that it is 
usually more destructive than helpful. 


Many of the religious groups or sects that may 
require this type of posture often have a 
martyrdom complex built into their worldview. 
This complex believes that one of the things 
that confirms that they are in the true religion 
is that people will persecute them. The more 
people yell at them, slam the doors in their 
faces or ridicule their beliefs, the more they 
believe that they must be among the chosen 
elect. Hence, this fourth approach may serve 
to drive them deeper into their belief system 
than they already are. 


If you listen or read conversion stories from 
those who have left these groups, rarely do 
you find anyone crediting this type of 
approach as key to their decision to leave their 
former sect or cult. Usually, it is when they 
encountered Christians who knew their Faith 
and showed them true Christian love that made 
the difference. Why? According to their old 
worldview, those who did not accept their 
particular group’s teachings were going to be 
damned by God. But, when confronted with a 
person who opposed their group AND truly 
lived the Christian life in charity, the former 
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cult member had to make the following 
conclusion: God is going to damn this person 
who loves God and who is living the Christian 
life in an exemplary manner while I (who is 
sinful and not living the life I ought to live) 
will be saved. How could God do that to this 
person? They also begin to develope a desire 
to have what these holy people have and they 
begin to critically examine their beliefs. 


Therefore, this last posture cannot be 
recommended. If you do run across a person 
where you think this fourth posture would be 
useful, you ought to consult a counter-cult 
expert as to what method to use. 


When To Use A Given Posture 


Each apologetic posture has its own benefits 
and drawbacks. The trick is to use which ever 
posture you think is suitable for the job. The 
following page includes three real _ life 
scenarios. Read the scenarios and answer the 
following questions. 


Technically, there are no right or wrong 
answers since all four postures could be used 
in pretty much every case. The question is 
which posture is best suited for the given 
scenario. 


SCENARIO 1 - The Loud Party Guest 


You are invited to a party that is thrown by 
your best friend. You over hear someone at the 
other end of the room explaining how they 
were once Catholic and now they are saved 
from this counterfeit Catholic Church. 


You ask you best friend who this person is and 
he (she) responds that they may be a friend of 
another friend. Seeing that this person has 
gathered a small group together, you walk up 
to listen in on the conversation. You find out 
that the objector is currently a member of a 
local Baptist Church. 


You politely introduce yourself and explain 
that you are a Catholic and you had the exact 
opposite experience when you have researched 
your Faith. 


Questions: 


1) Is this likely a one time meeting or is it 
likely that it could continue over a long period 
of time? 


(2) What impact will the other 
observing your conversation have 
posture you will choose? 


people 
which 


(3) Will the objector’s worldview have an 
impact on which posture you decide to use? 


(4) Does this person appear to be sincere in 
this convictions or is he just blowing off 
steam? How did you reach this conclusion? 


5) Which posture or postures do you think 
would be most effective in this situation? 

a) Head to Head 

b) Side by Side 

c) Back Peddling 

d) Knocking the Shine Off his Testimony 

e) None of the above. 


SCENARIO 2 - The Unexpected Visitor 


You are in the living room watching TV when 
you hear a knock at your door. Thinking that it 
is one of your neighbors you find two nicely 
dressed people standing before you. They ask, 
“We are conducting a survey in your 
neighborhood and we have been asking your 
neighbors the following question: Do you 
think that the world situations are getting 
better or worse?” 


While they are talking, you note that one of 
them is carrying copies of the “Watchtower” 
and “Awake!” magazines. They are Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. Since you have already done some 
research in the teachings of the Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society, you play along and 
give your answer. After a few moments, you 
notice that it has begun to rain and you invite 
them in for some lemonade. They accept and 
come in out of the rain. 


Questions: 


1) What is the likely worldview of these 
people? 

2) Would you expect all Jehovah’s Witnesses 
to have exactly the same worldview or could it 
vary in degrees? Why? 
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3) What impact would tipping your hand that 
you have done research into the beliefs of the 
JW’s have on the posture you will choose? 


5) Which posture or postures do you think 
would be most effective in this situation? 

a) Head to Head 

b) Side by Side 

c) Back Peddling 

d) Knocking the Shine Off his Testimony 

e) None of the above. 


SCENARIO 3 - The Fallen Family Member 


During a family Christmas party, someone 
suggested that everyone attend the midnight 
Mass at their local Church. Your second 
cousin announces to the family that they 
cannot go to Mass because they are no longer 
Catholic. It turns out that a few years ago your 
second cousin was approached by a door-to- 
door missionary who explained to him that 
Catholics violate the prescripts of the Bible by 
teaching that salvation is earned through 
works and not by faith alone. 


Being from a good strong Catholic family, 
everyone is shocked. “How could he have 
turned his back on the Faith. Someone has got 
to talk sense into him.” Then all eyes turns to 
the corner of the room where you are quietly 
reading your new apologetic book. The task is 
now up to you. 


uestions: 


1) Is this likely a one time meeting or is it 
likely that it could continue over a long period 
of time? 


2) What impact will the other people be 
observing your conversation be on which 
posture you will choose? 


3) What does your second cousin’s public 
declaration tell us about his convictions? How 
does this impact your apologetic posture? 


4) Does the fact that the objector is a family 
member pose any unique obstacles? 


5) Which posture or postures do you think 
would be most effective in this situation? 


How to Research an 
Apologetic Topic 


Now that we have discussed what 
apologetics is and how _ to 
approach different objectors, we 
ought to switch gears and look at 
how to conduct research on an 
apologetic topic. 


we will discuss 
your research, 


In this section, 
where to start 
how to develop arguments and 
how to find extra source 
material when you need it. 


All the apologetic research that you 
will do from this moment on will 
follow this basic pattern. 
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Ok. Now that you know the basics in how to 
do apologetics, it is time to learn apologetic 
material. One of the most common objections 
to learning apologetics is, “But I don’t know 
enough to share my Faith.” The idea behind 
this objection is that one needs to know 
everything there is about the Faith before one 
can do apologetics. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. If we need to know everything 
about the Faith, there would be only a few 
ninety-year-old apologists in the world. You 
don’t need to know everything. Rather, you 
need to know something about the Faith and 
then share that something with as many 
people as possible. When you become handy 
with that something and it’s all becoming a 
bit boring, learn something else. Eventually, 
you will become competent in a certain area. 
Next, try researching another area of 
apologetics. On and on it goes. 


Where to start... 


The first thing you need to do is select a 
particular controverted doctrine or teaching 
that interests you. Maybe you have a deep 
devotion to the Virgin Mary and you’d like to 
learn more about defending the Immaculate 
Conception or her title of Mother of God. 
Does the Papacy interest you? Perhaps you’d 
like to begin your study with the selection of 
Peter by Christ to be the head of the Apostles 
or maybe the doctrine of Infallibility. If moral 
issues interest you, study the Church’s 
teaching against artificial contraception, or 
abortion or the nature of mortal sins. The 
possibilities are endless, but the key is to find 
a topic that interests you. Take a few moments 
in prayer to discern a topic and begin your 
study. 


For the purposes of demonstration, we will 
select as our research project the religious use 
of statues. Is their use Biblical or idolatrous? 


Figure 1 - Subject Index / Catechism of 
the Catholic Church 


Hypostasis; hypostatic union: 


252, 464-69 
Since most apologetic objections are based on nee also 
a misunderstanding it is important to begin Icon: 1159 
your research by learning what the Catholic Significance: 1160-61,2/41 


Church does in fact teach about a given topic. 


Step 1 - What Does The Church Teach? 


Before the advent of the new Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, this first step in research was 
more difficult. The Catechism has made life a 
bit easier. For this reason alone, every 


Catholic apologist ought to 
own a copy. of the 
Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. The Catechism is 
an official summary of the 
Catholic Faith. It will give 
you an accurate explanation 
of the doctrines of the 
Church and it will also 
point you to other resources 
for further research. 


Since we are going to 
investigate the use of 
statues and whether it is 
idolatrous to use them, we 
will flip to the back of the 
Catechism called the 
Subject Index. Look up the 
subject of statues. Did you 
find it? Nope. Let’s try 
“Icons.” Yes, there is a 
subject entry for Icons. 
Next to the subject their are 
a series of numbers (see 
figure 1). These are 
paragraph numbers. The 
indices of the Catechism 
does not direct you to page 
numbers, but rather 
paragraph numbers. Each 
paragraph in the Catechism 
is numbered in the margins. 
Take a blank piece of paper 
and jot down the numbers 
under the subject’ of 
“Icons.” As your eyes travel 
over this page, you also 
notice the entry for 
“Idolatry.” This is a 


dolatry: 2213, 1852, 2112-14 


Ignorance 
and imputablitity of an act: 1735 


Impurity: 1852 





Figure 2 - The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
Holy images 


1159 The sacred image, the liturgical icon, principally represents 
Christ. It cannot represent the invisible and incomprehensible God, 
but the incarnation of the Son of God has ushered in a new "economy" 
of images: 


Previously God, who has neither a body nor a face, absolutely could not 
be represented by an image. But now that he has made himself visible in 
the flesh and has lived with men, I can make an image of what I have 
seen of God .. . and contemplate the glory of the Lord, his face 
unveiled.[27] 


1160 Christian iconography expresses in images the same Gospel 
message that Scripture communicates by words. Image and word 
illuminate each other: 


We declare that we preserve intact all the written and unwritten 
traditions of the Church which have been entrusted to us. One of these 
traditions consists in the production of representational artwork, which 
accords with the history of the preaching of the Gospel. For it confirms 
that the incarnation of the Word of God was real and not imaginary, and 
to our benefit as well, for realities that illustrate each other undoubtedly 
reflect each other's meaning.[28] 


1161 All the signs in the liturgical celebrations are related to 
Christ: as are sacred images of the holy Mother of God and of the 
saints as well. They truly signify Christ, who is glorified in them. 
They make manifest the "cloud of witnesses"[29] who continue to 
participate in the salvation of the world and to whom we are united, 
above all in sacramental celebrations. Through their icons, it is man 
"in the image of God," finally transfigured "into his likeness,"[30] 
who is revealed to our faith. So too are the angels, who also are 
recapitulated in Christ: 


Following the divinely inspired teaching of our holy Fathers and the tradition of the Catholic 
Church (for we know that this tradition comes from the Holy Spirit who dwells in her) we 
rightly define with full certainty and correctness that, like the figure of the precious and life- 
giving cross, venerable and holy images of our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ, our 
inviolate Lady, the holy Mother of God, and the venerated angels, all the saints and the just, 
whether painted or made of mosaic or another suitable material, are to be exhibited in the holy 
churches of God, on sacred vessels and vestments, walls and panels, in houses and on 
streets.[31] 
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common charge against the use of statues. You 
may wish to jot down these numbers as well. 


Flip to paragraph number 1159 on page 299 of 
the Catechism. Read paragraphs 1159 - 1161 
for a nice summary of the Catholic teaching on 
the use of images or icons. Look up the other 
paragraph numbers for the subject of idolatry 
to round out your knowledge. 


You have just completed the bare minimum of your 
first step in apologetic research. If you would like a 
little fuller explanation of the Church’s teaching look 
up the footnote numbers from the paragraphs quoted. 
The first quote, according to footnote 27, is taken from 
St. John Damascene, De imag. 1,16: PG 96:1245-1248. 
Apparently, St. John Damascene (an early Father of the 
Church) wrote a treatise on the use of images! Jot 
down this reference for future reading. In fact jot down 
all the footnotes in this section: Council of Nicaea II 
(787); COD 111; Hebrew 12:1, Romans 8:29; 1 John 
3:2, Council of Nicaea II (787): DS 600.- 


Continuing with our first step in researching 
what the Church officially teaches we expand 
our research to include those texts quoted by 
the Catechism. Check your notes to see which 
texts you need to look up (see Figure 3), but 
where can you find this information? 


First, St. John Damascene is an early father of 
the Church. If you have access to the writings 
of the early Church fathers, look up the 
writings of St. John Damascene. If you do not 
have this set, I suggest surfing the web. Most 
of the writings of the fathers are available free 
of charge. Go to a major search engine and 
type in John Damascene. When you find a site 
that has his writings, look up this treatise and 
take the time to read it. I guarantee that it will 
be a wonderful learning experience. 


You may notice that after the reference to the 
citation there are usually some additional 
codes. For example, after John Damascene 
there is PG 96:1245-1248. This (and the other 
reference that follow the text) is a reference to 
a standard work that includes this text. The PG 
stands for a collection of writings from 
Damascene in their original Greek. They are 
found in Volume 96, column number 1245- 
1248. If you are a beginner, don’t worry about 
these references. There will be plenty of time 
later to become familiar with them. 


Figure 3 - Expanding your research 


ST. John Damascene, De imag. 1,16: 


PG 96:1245 -1248. 

Counctl of Nicaea TI (787); COD 
111, Hebrew 12:1, RomaNS 8:29, 1 
John BED: Council of Nicaea TI 
(787): DS 600. 


What Is An Early Church Father? 


An early Church Father is one of whom St. Vincent of 
Lerin wrote as “though in diverse times and places, 
yet persevering in time communion and faith of the 
one Catholic Church, have been approved teachers.” 
(Com. 3,8). 


They are teachers and witnesses of the ancient 
Christian faith. Those fathers who are counted 
among this collection share three things in common: 


1) They hold to orthodox teachings and doctrine. 
2) Sanctity or holiness of life 

3) The antiquity of their writings span from the 
time of the apostles to that of Damascene (roughly 
787 AD). 


Although they are witnesses to the ancient faith, it is 
possible for some of them to have fallen into heresy 
at one point in their lives or to have errored on some 
doctrinal point that had not yet been defined by the 
Church. For this reason, the most authoritative 
statements or writings of a father are those which 
were confirmed by the Catholic Church of their day 
as being authentic expressions of the Faith. As the 
Catholic Encyclopedia states: 


The criteria by which we judge whether a writer is a 
"Father" or not are: 


1) Citation by a general council, or 

1) in public Acts of Popes addressed to the Church 
or concerning Faith; 

2) encomium in the Roman Martyrology as 
"sanctitate et doctrina insignis"; 

3) public reading in Churches in early centuries; 
4) citations, with praise, as an authority as to the 
Faith by some of the more celebrated Fathers. 
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Second, where do you find the decrees of the 
Council of Nicaea II? You can always check 
the web for this information. A book that may 
be helpful to have on hand is the Sources of 
Catholic Dogma translated and edited by 
Heinrich Denzinger. You may notice after the 
reference to the Council of Nicaea II (787) is 
the number DS 600. This refers to the 
paragraph number in Denzinger’s source book. 


A second helpful resource is the old Catechism 
of the Council of Trent sometimes called The 
Roman Catechism. The Council of Trent met 
to address those doctrines and practices that 
were rejected by Protestants. Trent’s 
Catechism is helpful in that it will often 
address common misunderstandings that still 
persist among  non-Catholics. The old 
catechism is available online, it is also still in 
print through TAN Books and Publishers. This 
section of the Catechism of the Council of 
Trent is included in the appendix page 38-39. 
Notice how both catechisms use Scripture and 
the fathers. Look up these references since 
they are fundamental texts to understanding 
this teaching. 


Another helpful resource is a compendium of 
quotes from the early fathers called The Faith 
of the Early Fathers. Edited by William A. 
Jurgens and published by Liturgical Press. 
This is a three volume work that spans the 
earliest Christian writings all the way to the 
last of the early Church Fathers. 


Once you are done look at the primary source 
material on what the Church teaches (e.g. the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, The 
Documents of Vatican II, et al.) you will find 
it helpful to also look into secondary source 
material as well. Secondary source material is 
non-official books written by scholars upon a 
certain topic. 


One secondary source that is popular among 
Catholic apologists is a book called 
Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma written by 
Ludwig Ott (published by TAN books). This 
book is basically an outline of the doctrines of 
the Faith. Each entry usually consists of a 
statement or definition of the doctrine, who (if 
any) denied it, where (if any) the Church 
officially addressed this doctrine, what 
Scriptures can be brought to bear on this issue 
and a listing of the early fathers who also 
spoke on this issue. It is a wonderful resource 
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to have, but it does have it drawbacks. For 
example, Ott frequently quotes Church 
definitions in their original Latin, so if you do 
not know how to read Latin, this will not be 
helpful. However, he does reference where the 
quote came from and it is usually possible to 
find the passage translated into English in 
other sources. A second drawback for the 
beginner is that Ott is not up-to-date in that 
his list of references do not include Vatican II 
or the encyclicals of later Popes. Despite these 
drawbacks, the Fundamentals of Catholic 
Dogma is a book certainly worth having on 
your apologetic bookshelf. 


Another handy second source is Fr. John 
Hardon’s Catholic Catechism. Written before 
the promulgation of the new _ official 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, Fr. 
Hardon’s work is a solid explanation of the 
Catholic faith. This Catechism may prove to 
be helpful when you need = additional 
instruction in a particular area of study. 


Remember, you can go as lightly or as deeply 
as you wish in your research. You can stop 
your research without ever looking up the 
footnotes in the Catechism or _ reading 
secondary sources. The important thing is that 
you correctly understand what the Church 
teaches and why it teaches it. 


Once you are comfortable with the subject 
matter, it is time to move on the next step. 
You need to learn how anti-Catholics interact 
with this teaching and how to respond to their 
charge. 


Step 2 - Researching Apologetic Resources 


Since the topic of the religious use of images 
is part of the area of Catholic Apologetics, 
you need to consult apologetic works that deal 
with the issue at hand. 


Two works that are generally useful for this 
type of research is Karl Keating’s Catholicism 
and Fundamentalism and Gary Michuta’s The 
Gospel According to James McCarthy. Both of 
these books take on two of the most popular 
anti-Catholic works (Roman Catholicism and 
The Gospel According to Rome respectively). 
They both are helpful resources’ in 
understanding what are the likely arguments 
that will be made on a subject and how to 
respond. 


Another helpful resource is a three volume set 
of questions and answers called, Radio 
Replies. These volumes contain hundreds of 
objections that are answered in a very concise 
(and sometimes pointed) way. If you’d like a 
quick ready answer, these books may suffice. 
The only problem is that they were written in 
the 1930’s and many of the objections posed 
back than are no longer of issue now. Also, 
the Scripture references are made in roman 
numerals and the book names are not modern 
(e.g. Sirach is called Ecclesiasticus, Ezra is 
called Esdras, et al.). 


If these general reference works are not 
helpful, you may with to consult books written 
specifically on the topic. Whole apologetic 
works have been written on single topics such 
as Peter and the Papacy, Justification by Faith, 
Scripture Alone and so on. For our topic, there 
is a book written by Patrick Madrid called, 
Any Friend of God Is A Friend of Mine 
(Basilica Press). 


After you have consulted your bookshelf you 
may wish to also surf the web for material, but 
BEWARE. Anybody can put anything on 
server and publish it on the web. If you are 
going to use the internet for this stage of 
research, I suggest that you stick with those 
sites that you trust the most. The following are 
my favorite resources: 


Biblical Defense 
Armstrong) 
http://ic.net/~erasmus/RAZHOME.HTM 


of Catholicism (David 


Catholic Answers (Karl Keating) 
http://www.catholic.com 


New Advent 
http://www.newadvent.org 


Eternal Word Television Network 
http://www.ewtn.com 


Bible Christian Society (John Martignoni) 
http://www.biblechristiansociety.com/index.ht 
ml 


and of course Thy Faith, Inc. (Gary Michuta) 
http://www.thyfaith.com 
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The links supplied on these sites may also 
prove to be helpful in your apologetic 
research. 


In addition to material available in books and 
the web, there are also materials available on 
CD, audio and video cassettes as well. 


Once you have found an article that treats your 
apologetic topics, it is important to note which 
biblical references are being used and how 
they are being used in the argument. Become 
familiar with the texts that are cited by anti- 
Catholics and those quoted in response by 
Catholics. Become familiar with the 
surrounding context of these passage. 
Examining the surrounding context will not 
only help you become more familar with the 
text quoted, but it will also help you in 
memorization and locating this passage later. 


It is important at this stage to select which 
apology or argument that makes the most 
sense and seems to be the most compelling to 
you. Perhaps it is the argument based on 
Colossians 1:15 that Christ is the image [ikon] 
of the invisible God and that with the 
Incarnation Christ has ushered in a new age or 
economy where we can make images. Perhaps 
it is the simple fact that ikons, statues and 
images are not the object of our worship, they 
are only reminders to help us remember Christ 
and God’s work of grace throughout history 
like the Council of Nicaea II proposed. 
Perhaps it is fact that God prohibited images 
to be made for worship, while God Himself 
commanded religious images to be made in the 
Jerusalem Temple. Perhaps, the idea that 
statues or images are no different than the 
pictures in your non-Catholic friend’s wallet 
and that they don’t violate the First 
Commandment anymore than your friend’s 
pictures do. 


Whatever argument or arguments that you 
choose, you need to make them your own. 
Don’t try to just quote arguments. Practice 
accurately restating the argument in your own 
words and using your own analogies. Don’t be 
afraid to practice your response out loud in the 
privacy of your bedroom or while you are 
driving your car. If someone looks at you 
funny, turn on the radio and pretend that you 
are singing. 


One method that I recommend using to make 
an argument your own is to ask a friend to 
pretend that they are anti-Catholic and engage 
you in argument. This is called a mock debate 
or dialogue. Your friend doesn’t need to be up 
on Scripture or typical anti-Catholic 
arguments all they need to do is interact with 
you. Sometimes, uneducated friends can point 
out some weak spots in your reasoning or 
flaws in your analogies. 


You know that you have reached the 
completion of this stage of research when you 
feel that these arguments are your own and not 
something that you read in a book. You need 
to feel confident that you can, not only present 
a compelling answer to this objection, but that 
the material you are about to share is 
interesting and maybe even fun. 


Step 3 - Consult with your lifeline 


If you see a person drowning, you don’t jump 
in the water to save them because you might 
be pulled by the undertow as well and you may 
drown. You first need to secure a lifeline 
around your waste before you jump in. That 
way, if the water’s undertow is too strong for 
you to swim someone may pull you back to 
safety. 


Apologetic Research 
Pick a topic that interests you. 


Consult primary documents of the Church 
to see what the Church teaches on this 
issue and why. If you would like to go in 
depth, look up secondary source material 
as well. 


Consult standard apologetic works on 


this subject to see what objections will 
likely be made and how to respond to 
them. 


Choose which apology makes the most 
sense and appears to be the most 
compelling then make it your own. 


Get a lifeline 


Jump in. 
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The same is true for apologetics. Sometimes 
even the most experienced apologist is faced 
with an objection that they may not have an 
answer for they find themselves argued out 
onto a limb that is slowly breaking. This is 
why a lifeline is important. You need to have a 
person who is well seasoned in apologetics (or 
who has access to those who are well 
seasoned) that you can talk to if you get into 
trouble. Most apologists are more than glad to 
help and if they do not know the answer to a 
problem, they will point you to some resource 
or person who does. 


Contact your lifeline and ask them to engage 
you in a mock dialogue. Ask them to critique 
what you have to say. Sometimes changing a 
word or an expression can transform a good 
argument to a great apology for the Faith. A 
good lifeline will help you avoid 
argumentative dead ends and tricks that anti- 
Catholics will use to turn the tables on 
unsuspecting apologists. 


Step 4 - Go out and share... 


With your lifeline firmly wrapped around your 
waste, it is time to jump in! Beginning 
apologists always ask: “How do I start a 
conversation with someone on this topic?” The 
answer is quite simple. If you know this topic 
and you are excited to share this topic with 
someone, you will find your conversation 
naturally turning towards your (in this case) 
the use of icons. It’s natural! 


Think of it this way. Remember the time that 
you first fell in love. You were so in love with 
this person that you just couldn’t help thinking 
about him or her. Before you knew it, you 
were telling your parents and friends (and 
maybe even complete strangers) about your 
newly found beloved. It may of even reached 
the point where people were avoiding you 
because “all you want to talk about is him [or 
her].” Many times, the people that you spoke 
to about your new found love began to share 
your feelings and wanted to also meet her 
[him]. The same is true with apologetics. If 
you have found a line of research to be 
insightful, chances are you will be eager to 
share your new insight with others. Don’t 
worry about fabricating some sort of stunt to 
start a conversation, it ought to happen 
naturally. Also, don’t be surprised if the 


people you talk to also want to read what you 
have read. 


Tips on How To Dialogue 


Always have a copy of Scripture on hand in a 
translation that you are familiar with. It is 
always better to read from a copy of Scripture 
rather than citing passages from memory. You 
may be familiar with the passage, but your 
objector may not. Without a text in front of 
him or her, they may feel that you are making 
the passage up or that you are using a doctored 
translation. 


Whenever you wish to use a passage in your 
argument it is always better to have the 
objector read the passage for you rather than 
you read it yourself. By reading the passage, 
the objector’s attention is focused on the text 
being cited and not what argument he or she is 
going to respond to you. 


Whenever possible, try to give the objector 
some sort of material for further study. It 
could be a religious tract or a Bible Proofmark 
or audio tape of a conversion story or an 
apology on the topic you have just discussed. 
The person who receives this material may not 
read or listen to it. In fact, it may end up 
being thrown in the back of his or her dresser 
drawer. What will happen is that weeks, 
months or maybe even years later, that person 
will be cleaning that drawer and run across the 
tract or tape and actually read or listen to it 
and it may have an impact. Another scenario is 
that they give the material to someone else 
who will listen or read it with benefit. 
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If you are going to give material, there are a 
few things that you need to keep in mind. 


First, I always suggest giving something of 
value. A cheap photocopied paper is easy to 
throw away and forget about. A color booklet 
or magazine is much harder to pitch. The best 
is an audio or even a videotape. Although they 
are more expensive, you will receive the 
benefit of it staying in their possession longer 
than something of lesser value. 


Second, always put some sort of contact 
information. This contact information may be 
your own name and phone number, the name 
of your church or the contact information of 
an apologetic apostolate. After reading, 
listening or viewing your material, the person 
may feel the urge to interact with someone on 
this material or perhaps they may be intrigued 
and may wish to be more material on the 
subject. In either case, you need to make it as 
easy as possible to contact someone who can 
help this person learn more about the Faith. 


Never forget to follow up! If you know the 
person that you forwarded the materials to, 
contact them a week or two later and see 
whether they had a chance to review the 
material. If you are going to meet with them 
face to face, be sure to bring another copy of 
whatever you gave them. That way, if they say 
that they have “lost” your material you can 
give them a fresh copy. 


Sharpenin 


our Critical 


Thinking Skills 


Since Catholic doctrine is true, it is 
impossible for someone to pose a true 
and valid argument to prove that it is 
false. Therefore, any argument that 
claims to do so must somewhere or 
somehow fall short of its goals. 


This is why is it important for a well - 
rounded apologist to be able to think 
critically. Critical thinking does not 
mean being mean or _ criticizing 
someone or something. Rather, it is 
the discipline of clearly thinking 
through problems and arguments so 
as to ensure that the conclusions are 
well founded. 


Although an apologist does not need to 
be a logian (after all none of the 
Twelve Apostles were schooled in 
logic) is can be a valuable tool to help 
people sort out tangled and incorrect 
reasoning. 


This section will give a very brief and 
simple introduction to what makes up 
an argument, how an argument fail to 
prove its conclusion and how to 
identify and correct commonly 
committed logical fallacies. 
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What is an argument? An argument is an 
attempt to provide a reason or basis for a 
given conclusion. Arguments do this through a 
series of steps or premises that when put 
together point towards a conclusion. Each step 
consists of a statement of fact. For example, 
the following declarative sentences could 
function as premises in an argument: 


All dogs have four legs. 
The sun is bright. 

John is a priest. 

Jane drove to work today. 
All sin offends God. 


The most basic arguments consist of at least 
two premises and a conclusion. For example: 


Primary Premise: All dogs have 
four legs. 

Secondary Premise: Corky is a dog. 
Conclusion: Corky has four legs. 


Notice how, even if you have never seen her, 
you know that Corky must have four legs. By 
moving through these two premises, the 
conclusion must follow. 


Looking back at the example, note how each 
premise functions in this argument. The first 
or primary premise lays out a general rule or 
proposition: All dogs have four legs. This is 
followed by the second or secondary premises 
that applies the general rule or principle given 
in the first or primary premise to a specific 
case: Corky is a dog. The conclusion is simply 
a restatement of the first two premises: All 
dogs [namely Corky] has four legs. 


Testing Arguments 


Let’s pretend that you need to build a wooden 
ladder to get to the top of your house. There 


are two things that need to be incorporated 
into your ladder in order to make it safe. The 
first is that you need the right type of wood. If 
your ladder is made with the wrong type of 
wood, it will not hold your weight and it will 
collapse underneath you. The second thing that 
your ladder needs is to be designed well. If all 
the rungs of the ladder are located at the 
bottom, you will not be able to climb it. 
Likewise, if the rungs are not correctly 
distributed, the ladder will be flimsy and it 
will not be able to support your weight. Both 
good materials and good design are necessary 
to construct a good ladder. 


A similar thing is true for arguments. Good 
arguments need to be made up of good 
material and good design otherwise they will 
not prove their conclusions. But what do we 
mean by saying that a good argument must be 
made of good material? 


The material of an argument are its premises. 
If all the premises are true, then the argument 
is strong. If one or more of the premises are 
not true or not accurate, the whole argument 
suffers and the conclusion either is not proved 
or the argument provides only a weak proof 
for its conclusion. 

Let’s take the 
argument. 


as an example following 


Problem #1 


Primary Premise: 
All computers are brown 


Secondary Premise: 
This laptop is a computer 


Conclusion: 
This laptop is brown. 


Are all the premises true? Obviously, the first 
premise is not true. All computers are not 
brown. Most computers have colors other than 
brown. But look what this false premise does 
to the rest of the problem. Even if the 
secondary premise is true, the conclusion is 
not necessary true. This argument is called a 
false argument. 


Let’s look at the second example and see 
whether you can determine whether all the 
premises are true: 
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Primary Premise: 
The whole is always greater than the part. 


Secondary Premise: 
A wheel is a part of a car. 


Conclusion: 
The car is greater than its wheel. 


Are all the premises true? Is this a true or a 
false argument? Let’s take a crack at problem 
#3. 


Problem #2 


Primary Premise: 
All books have pages. 


Secondary Premise: 
This magazine is a book. 


Conclusion: 
This magazine has pages. 


Are all the premises true? Is this a true or a 
false argument? Strangely enough, the 
conclusion of this argument is true. Magazines 
do have pages, but the argument doesn’t 
demonstrate this because the secondary 
premise is not true: magazines are not books. 


Let’s look at one more example: 


Primary Premise: 
I never won anything in my life 


Secondary Premise: 
After I picked up my luck rabbit’s foot, I won. 


Conclusion: 
Therefore, my lucky rabbit’s foot caused may 
change in fortune! 


Are all the premises true? Well, they certainly 
could be. But does the conclusion necessarily 
follow? Did the argument prove that the 
rabbit’s foot caused a sudden change in luck? 
If not why? 


In this example, all the premises are true, but 
the conclusion is not proven because it has a 
faulty design. The argument assumes that 
anything that comes after something must be 
its cause. This type of reasoning is unsound. It 


commits the fallacy of “Post Hoc Ergo Propter 
Hoc” (Latin: After this therefore because of 
this). 


Going back to your ladder analogy. The 
argument has good material, but its design 
prevents it from making a good argument. 
These type of arguments are called “invalid” 
because they have a defect in their structure. 


Look at the following example and see if you 
can spot whether it is a valid or invalid 


argument: 


Primary Premise: 
Elves never lie. 


Secondary Premise: 
We know this because an Elf told us so. 


Conclusion: 


Since Elves never lie, what he said must be 
true. Elves never lie. 
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Is this a valid or invalid argument? Can you 
spot any problems in its reasoning? 


If you can’t don’t worry. This argument 
commits the fallacy of “begging the question,” 
which will be treated next in this section. 


Spotting false and invalid arguments can be 
helpful especially if you encounter an 
objection that is not specifically treated in an 
apologetic manual or textbook. By using the 
techniques briefly described in these pages, 
you may be able to spot the flaw in another 
person’s argument or help strengthen your own 
arguments if it is needed. 


Be sure to have these two principles down 
before continuing to the next page of this 
booklet. 


Be 


Simply put, a logical fallacy is a defect in an 
argument- whether in its argumentative 
structure or in its contents. When an argument 
is based on a logical fallacy, it never proves 
its case (or perhaps it proves the wrong case). 
Catholics interested in defending his or 
her faith ought to be able to detect and 
disarm these logical faux pas. 


Don’t be fooled! It’s not always easy to 
spot these little buggers- that is what 
makes them so dangerous! But with a 
little knowledge and practice, one can 
sharpen his ability to sniff out a “red 
herring” or straighten out a _ circular 
argument in no time. 


In this article, we are going to examine a 
very common fallacy known as the “begging 
of the question” (its formal name is petitio 
principii). This fallacy occurs when the 
argument’s starting premise is true only if the 
conclusion is true. For example, if I were 
trying to prove that my friend Rusty is a 
truthful man in a way that would beg the 
question, I would argue in the following way: 


Premise: Rusty is a truthful man. 

Reason: Because he told me so. 

Conclusion: Therefore, Rusty must be 
truthful because truthful men 
don’t lie! 


The whole argument hinges on the truth of the 
statement that a truthful man would not lie. At 


first this seems reasonable, but how do we 


know that Rusty is a truthful man? Rusty told 
us so and being a truthful man he would not 
lie. But the whole purpose of this argument is 
to prove that Rusty is a truthful man! The 
argument holds only if we accept at the 
beginning what we are trying to prove. And 
around and around we go... 





In the arena of apologetics, the begging of the 


question occurs most often when _ non- 
Catholics discuss which books are to be 
included in Sacred Scripture. A good 


ing the 


uestion 


illustration of the “begging of the question” is 
a statement made 


by Dr. Bruce M. Metzger in his book “An 
Introduction to the Apocrypha” where he 
States: 


Premise 


Conclusion 
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“The 
aim 


central 
of the 
Protestant 
Reformers 
was the 
examination 
and 
correction of 
current 
ecclesiastical 
practices and 
doctrines in light of the Bible. 
In the controversies which 
emerged they soon perceived 
the need to be certain which 
books were authoritative for 
the establishment of doctrine 
and which were not. It appears 
that Luther was first led to 
disparage the books of the 
Apocrypha when his opponents 
appealed to the passage in 
them as proof of the doctrine of 
Purgatory and of the prayers 
and Masses for the dead (II 
Macc. 12:43-45).” p.181 


What Dr. Metzger has essentially said is 
that: 


The Reformers wished to 
judge doctrine by the Bible. 


Premise: 


Problem: But which books belong to 
the Bible that will judge all 


doctrine? 


the 
of 


Conclusion: Luther disparaged 
“Apocrypha” because 


doctrine. 


Well, which is it Luther? Does doctrine judge 
the Bible or does the Bible judge doctrine? If 
the doctrine of Purgatory is false then 
Maccabees cannot be inspired, but how does 
Luther know if the doctrine of Purgatory is 
true or false except by an appeal to Scripture? 
And, if the book of second Maccabees is 
Scripture then Purgatory must be true. 
Something similar can be seen in the following 
statement. See if you can spot the problem 
with this argument. 


“Truly ‘born again’ Christians 


can read the Scripture and 
recognize the voice of God 
therein.” 


One ought to ask the question, “How does one 
know that they are truly “born again?” They 
may respond that they know by the Sacred 
Scripture. But how do we know what is 
Scripture except by being first “truly” born 
again! 


Another way one can beg the question is by 
defining the conclusion at the beginning of the 
argument. This is a favorite ploy used by a 
prominent anti-Catholic. A typical argument 
goes as follows: 


Anti-Catholic: The Bible defines Justification as 
the transition which occurs when a sinner 
becomes righteous before God. 


Catholic apologist: But what about the 
other parts in Scripture where 
justification is spoken of as a process 
which includes works? 


Anti-Catholic: Those passages have 
nothing to do with justification. 
Look at the context! None of 
those passages speak of a sinner 
becoming righteous! 


Here we have a case of justification being 
“defined” by Scripture (i.e. a sinner becomes 


righteous), but when other Scriptures are 
presented contrary to the definition- the 
meaning of Scripture is “defined” by the 
definition. 


The following are examples of the “begging of 
the question.” See if you can spot the logical 
fallacy! 
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Problem #1 


“The Bible asserts that God exists and the 
Bible is the inspired and inerrant Word of 
God. Therefore, we ought to believe in the 
existence of God!” 


Break this argument down into its premises 
and its conclusion. Does this argument beg the 
question? If so, why? 


Problem #2 


“The belief in God is 
everybody believes in God.” 


universal, for 


Break this down into its premises and its 
conclusion. Are you having trouble? You 
should because it doesn’t have a conclusion. 
Really, it’s not an argument at all. It is a 
restatement of an observation. It is really 
saying, “Everybody believes in God because 
Everybody believes in God.” Problem #2 
proves nothing. 


Let’s take a crack at the next problem. 
Problem #3 


“Immorality committed by Catholics is the 
result of a false system of beliefs. For all 
such immorality is rooted in false doctrine 
of Catholicism, as Catholic’s immorality 
demonstrates beyond all reasonable doubt.” 


Break the argument down into it premises and 
its conclusion. Is this a true or a false 
argument? Is this a valid or an_ invalid 
argument? Does it commit the fallacy of 
“Begging the Question?” If so, why? 


Problem #4 


“The Book of Mormon says that if it is 
inspired one will receive an internal witness 
of the Holy Ghost. I read the book and 
received a burning sensation in my heart. 
Therefore, the Book of Mormon is inspired!” 


Break the argument down into its premises and 
its conclusion. Is it a true or a false argument? 
Is it a valid or invalid argument? Does it “Beg 
the Question?” 


Problem #5 


“What separates “Christians” from “non- 
Christians” you ask? Well, there is a 
consensus among Christians that you must 
believe in the Trinity. Jehovah’s Witnesses 
disagree with this, but they are not part of 
the consensus since they are not Christian.” 


Break this argument down into its premises 
and conclusion. Is the conclusion 
demonstrated by it premises? Why? 


Once you are comfortable with this fallacy, 
turn to the next page and try your hand at 
another type of common fallacy. 
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A 


In this next fallacy, we will address another 
very common fallacy. Unlike the “Begging of 
the Question,” it doesn’t affect the form or 
structure of the argument, but rather its basis 
of reasoning. This fallacy is called the “Ad 
Hominem” fallacy. 





The persuasiveness of a given argument 
depends largely upon a cogent, clear and 
logical demonstration of your case. Although 
this is how arguments should run, in theory, 
the practice does not always follow. 
Sometimes, one can be just as persuasive (if 
not more persuasive) giving a fallacious 
argument as a true and valid one. In other 
words, the argument “sounds” like it made its 
case while in reality it did nothing of the sort. 
One fallacy which leaves such an impression 
is the “Argumentum ad Hominem” or “the 
argument to the man.” 


What is an “Ad Hominem” argument? The “Ad 
hominem” argument occurs when ones remarks 
are directed toward deriding or degrading an 
opponent rather than addressing the 
opponent’s position. This fallacy shoots down 
the arguer rather than the argument. 


When used effectively, the “Ad Hominem” 
argument can be extremely persuasive even 
though it never addresses the issue. For this 
reason, this fallacy is most often employed in 
front of an audience (such as in a public 
debate). The following are a few examples of 
an “Ad Hominem” argument. 


“The courts should allow assisted suicide 
to be legalized since it is only religious 
fanatics that oppose such a proposition.” 


Notice that this argument only labels (or 
libels) the opponents of assisted suicide and 
never proposes a case as to why it ought to be 
legalized. A position is not determined to be 
“right” or “wrong” by the = strength or 
weakness of the proponent’s or opponent’s 
character. 


d Hominem Argumen 
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t 


reject all 
non-Biblical 


“We ought 
claims of 
revelation whether it be 

Joseph Smith’s ‘Book of Mormon,’ 
Christian Science’s revelations of Mary 
Baker Eddy, or Roman Catholic 
Tradition.” 


to 








Here the Catholic position is rejected out of 
hand because it is (unfairly) lumped with two 
non-Christian cults. The objector needs to first 
prove that both cults are worthy of rejection 
and then demonstrate that the Catholic 
position is of the same ilk (which it is not). 
Here is another example, 


“There is no truth in Bacon’s philosophy 
because he betrayed his friends and 
defrauded the government.” 


This is an “Ad Hominem” attack because the 
question as to whether or not Bacon’s 
philosophy is sound can be determined without 
reference to his character. This argument has 
brought forth irrelevant evidence and commits 
an “Ad Hominem” fallacy. 


It should be noted that addressing a person’s 
character so as to impeach his testimony is 
perfectly legal when his or her general 
trustworthiness is required. In cases where a 
person’s character, reputation or general 
trustworthiness is not relevant to the 
argument, an attack on one’s character will 
result in an “Ad Hominem” argument. 


Here are three practice statements. See 
if you can spot the “Ad Hominem.” 


“Joseph Smith’s claim to be a witness to 
God’s revelation cannot be true since he 
was a con man.” 

“Anti-Abortion law ought to be defeated 
since it is supported by Christian radicals.” 
“The teaching of the Summa Theologica is 
a bunch of rubbish since it was written by a 
Romanist monk.” 





The False 
Dichotomy & 
Bifurcation 


Either/or 


Two other fallacies that you ought to be 
familiar with are “false dichotomy” and 
“bifurcation.” The names may not seem 
familiar, but I’m sure everyone has run into 
these erroneous ways of thinking. 


Both fallacies share one thing in common - 
they both want to split a position into two 
separate opposing views when the position 
doesn’t necessarily require such a radical 
division. Let’s get more specific. The fallacy 
of “the false dichotomy” places an argument 
into an “either / or” position when it could 
very easily be a “both/and” position. For 
example, Protestants will often propound that 
salvation is either by faith alone or by human 
works. But such an_ assertion doesn’t 
necessarily have to be true. Couldn’t salvation 
be through a working faith? The sharp division 
between faith and works may not be necessary 
and the party (by denying this possibility) may 
be guilty of creating a “false dichotomy.” 


Answers to Ad Hominem Examples 
1) “Joseph Smith’s claim to be a witness to 
God’s revelation cannot be true since he 


a” 


was acon man. 


Answer: Valid Argument. The 
trustworthiness of Joseph Smith’s claims 
rest upon his character. If it can be 
demonstrated that Smith’s personal 
character was such that he could have 
perpetrated a fraud then the purported 
revelations themselves can be dismissed. 


2) “Anti-Abortion law ought to be defeated 


since it is supported by Christian 


radicals.’ 


, 
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Let’s take another example of the “false 
dichotomy.” It is sometimes posed _ that 
honoring saints is wrong because we ought to 
glorify God alone. This objector would be 
committing a false dichotomy because he 
places honoring saints and honoring God into 
different, opposing or competing camps. It’s 
either honoring God or honoring something 
else. The problem with this line of thinking is 
that it fails to recognize the possibility that 
honoring saint’s may be another way of 
honoring God. By honoring saints, Catholics 
are honoring God’s work in the saints life. 
Again, it is not necessarily an “either/or” 
proposition, it can fit rather nicely into the 
“both / and” category. 


This doesn’t mean that the “either/or” position 
is always wrong. Certainly, there are many 
instances where two notions may be opposed 
to one another. This fallacy, however, tries to 
separate something which is not meant to be 
separated. 


Bifurcation 
The fallacy of bifurcation differs in that it 
doesn’t oppose two potentially friendly 


notions against each other, rather it denies all 
middle points which can exist between two 
extremes. 


Take for example the phrase, “Unless you are 
perfectly holy and sinless, you are only a 
wretched sinner.” This bifurcation fails to 
appreciate that the gap between holy and 
unholy is filled with many degrees of holiness. 
Therefore, not being perfectly holy does not 
necessarily mean that you are a wretched 
sinner. 


Answer: Ad Hominem Argument. The 
objector does not investigate the law on its 
own merits, but rather attacks its supporters. 
This argument differs from the one above in 
that the character of the law’s support is 
irrelevant as to whether it is a good law or a 
bad law. 


3) “The teaching of the Summa Theologica is 
a bunch of rubbish since it was written by a 
Romanist monk. “ 


Answer: Ad Hominem Argument. The value 
of the Summa ought to be based upon the 
merits of the work itself and not the author. 


False Dichotomy / 
Bifurcation Continued... 


Here is another example of bifurcation: 


“Unless we become civilized, our nation will 
become a hoard of barbarians.” 


This phrase seems to say that there are no 
degrees of civility that exist between the civil 
and uncivil. If the objector wished to avoid 
bifurcating, he or she should have said, 


“Unless we become more civilized, our nation 
will become more like barbarians.” 


Let’s work through some examples and see if 
you can spot where a false dichotomy or 
bifurcation is used. 


Problem #1 


“T am saved by 
Baptism.” 


God’s grace and not by 


Is_ this 
“Bifurcation?” 
fallacy? 


statement a “False Dichotomy” or 
What is the solution to this 


Problem #2 


“Our obedience is due to God alone, not some 
Pope in Rome.” 


Is this statement a “False Dichotomy” or 
“Bifurcation?” What is the solution to this 
fallacy? 

Problem #3 


"If people don’t use contraceptives, the world 
will over-populate and the human race will 
vanish.” 


Is this statement a “False Dichotomy” or 
“Bifurcation?” What is the solution to this 
fallacy? 

Problem #4 
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“The Pope declared that papal infallibility is 
true. Therefore, since the Pope cannot be 
mistaken in this declaration. He must be 
infallible.” 

What is wrong with this argument? What are 
the premises and the conclusions? Is_ the 
argument true, false, valid or invalid? 


Complete the following questions on your 
own. 


1) What is the difference between a “False 
Dichotomy” and “Bifurcation?” 











2) What is the the 


Question? 


fallacy of “Begging 











3) What is an Ad Hominum Argument? 











The Accident & the Converse 
Accident 





The Accident 


The Accident! Aren't all logical fallacies committed 
by accident? Well, not really! But don't let the name 
confuse you. In this installment of "Finding the 
Fallacy" we will examine the "Fallacy of Accident" 
and the "Fallacy of Converse Accident." 


The best explanation of this fallacy can be 
found in "An Introduction To _ Critical 
Thinking," by W.H. Werkmeister. He explains 
that the fallacy of Accident “...arises when one 
accepts a generalization as if 
it were true universally and 
without exception, when, as a 
matter of fact, exceptions do 
occur under specific or 
‘accidental’ circumstances. In 
other words, what is true in a 
general way may not be true 
under all conditions and 
circumstances. To take it to be 
true even under exceptional 
circumstances is to commit the 
fallacy of accident." 


This fallacy is quite frequently committed 
by those opposed to the Catholic doctrine of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin 
Mary. Those who do not believe this doctrine 
typically appeal to Romans 3:23: “[A]ll have 
sinned and are deprived of the glory of God" 
and argue that this Scripture verse is a general 
rule for all human beings with no exceptions. 
Thus, the Virgin Mary must have sinned. 


However, there are special cases or 
exceptions to this rule. For example, children 
in the womb do not sin, nor do children who 


are younger than the age of accountability. Of 
course, the best example is Our Lord Jesus 
himself, the God-man, who was fully human 
and yet did not sin. 

There are a few danger areas to consider to 
prevent an accidental fallacy of Accident. 


THE ACCIDENT 


“People do not find diamonds buried 
in their backyards.” 
[GENERAL RULE] 


THEREFORE 


“You will never find a diamond 
buried in your backyard” 
[EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULE 
DENIED] 
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First, there are general or universal rules 
which do not permit exceptions. A good 
example of this is the rule that twice two 
equals four. There is no room for an 
exception whereby twice two could equal 
something other than four. 


A second difficulty is that his fallacy occurs 
when a person does not take the time to 
carefully qualify their statements. Many times 
people assume that there are special cases 
when exceptions are allowed, but they (for 
brevity sake) don’t take the 
time to properly qualify it. 
Instead, they just state it as 
a general rule. 


To avoid committing this 
fallacy, take the time to 
qualify a rule whenever it 
is possible or at least 
mention the possibility of 
exceptions. Do not commit 
the fallacy of the Accident, 
if you will excuse the pun, 
accidentally. 


If your objector committed this fallacy, have 
them flush out the exceptions themselves. 
Sometimes this can be a real eye opener to 
someone who has repeatedly used this 
argument without ever closely examining it. 


To make matters more confusing, there is a 
fallacy related to the fallacy of the Accident 
called the Converse Accident. Like Bifurcation 
and a False Dichotomy, it is important not to 
confuse these two fallacies even though they 
have similar names and meanings. 


To avoid this problem, I suggest reviewing 
this page until you feel comfortable with the 
concept before starting on the Converse 
Accident. 


The Converse Accident 


As you have probably 
guessed, the "Fallacy of 


THE CONVERSE ACCIDENT 


following statements commit the fallacy of the 
accident or 
converse accident. 


idea nape avant “The nuns at school were very strict.” en bil 
jus e€ opposite o e 

"Fallacy of the Accident". [EXCEPTION] arguments to see 
This fallacy occurs when whether they 
an exceptional situation THEREFORE commit the 
is presented as a general fallacy of the 
rule and is committed . accident or the 
much more frequently All nuns are very strict. converse accident. 


than the fallacy of the 
Accident. Good 
arguments take time to 
develop and those who don't take the time 
needed for good arguments often resort to 
hasty generalizations. These hasty 
generalizations are known as fallacies of 
Converse Accident. 

Now, let's of this 
fallacy: 


examine two examples 


"Since preacher X committed terrible sins, all 
preachers must be sinners." 


"IT went to Mass and it didn't feed me 
spiritually. I went to Mass again the next day 
and I felt the same way. Therefore, Mass will 
never feed me spiritually." 


As you can see, a conclusion based on such 
hasty generalizations is quite invalid, not to 
mention, silly! Like the fallacy of Accident, a 
fallacy of Converse Accident can also be 
drawn from Scripture. 


The best example from Scripture is the story 
of the Good Thief on the cross. Non-Catholic 
apologists often argue that the story of the 
Good Thief proves that a person need only 
confess their faith in Jesus in order to be 
saved. Thus, there is no need of confession, 
baptism, repentance or subsequent good 
works. 


Of course, they neglect to consider that the 
Good Thief was in a truly exceptional 
circumstance and that his confession to Christ 
would be considered a "death bed" conversion. 
Thus, it would be wrong to use such a unique 
circumstance to establish a universal rule for 
all other Christians. Determine whether the 
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[EXCEPTION MADE TO THE GENERAL 
RULE] 


Problem #1 


“Ann, Bill and 
Mary all believe Mary is a goddess. Therefore, 
all Catholics are idolaters.” 


Is this an Accident or a Converse Accident? 
Why? How would you respond to someone 
who gave you this argument? 


Problem #2 
“IT know four people who won a lot of money 
on lottery tickets. Therefore, this is a great 


way to make money.” 


Does this argument commit the fallacy of the 
Accident or the Converse Accident? Why? 


Problem #3 

“So called miracles happen so rarely that I 
don’t believe anyone can truly witness a 
miracle.” 

Does this argument commit the fallacy of the 
Accident, Converse Accident or is it perfectly 
valid? Why? 

Problem #4 


“No where in nature do you find substances 
changing when their outward appearances stay 


the same. Therefore, the doctrine of 
Transubstantiation cannot be possibly 
happen.” 


Does this argument commit the fallacy of the 
Accident or the Converse Accident? Why? 


The Review... 





The following questions are a review of topics 
covered in this chapter. Please read and 
answer these questions in preparation for the 
practicum at the end of this section. 


1) What is apologetics? 


2) What type of obstacles can apologetics 
remove? 


3) Outside of intellectual obstacles, what else 
can block the path to evangelism? 


4) Can apologetics be of any use for non- 
intellectual obstacles? 

5) Apologetics is related to what or two 
disciplines? 


6) Which discipline is most closely related to 
apologetics? 


7) Which discipline involves learning the 
contents of the Faith? 
8) Which discipline involves introducing 


someone to the person of Christ through a 
testimony of how God has worked in your life? 


9) Is Catholic / Protestant apologetics the only 
area of apologetics? 


10) What is theistic apologetics concerned 
with? 


11) What type of persons would you likely to 
engage in Christian apologetics. 


12) When you are talking to an atheist, what 
authority should you rely upon? 


13) What authorities should be used when 
discussing the Faith with a Moslem? 


14) Without Christ, what can we do? 
15) Is it possible to argue the truth of Christ’s 


presence in the Eucharist without the aid of 
God’s grace? 
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16) How do the sacraments of Baptism and 
Confession tie in with apologetics? 


17) Why do we pray? 


18) What are the benefits of praying before, 
during and after an apologetic encounter? 


19) Why should a good apologist diagnose the 
arguments of the person you are talking too? 


20) What is a key objection? 


21) How can you spot a trained evangelist? 
How does this effect your apologetic 
approach? 


22) How can you spot a Wounded Objector? 
How does this effect your apologetic 
approach? 


23) How can you spot a Honest Questioner and 
how does this person differ from the Honest 
Objector. 


24) How can you spot a Mentally Unstable 
Objector? How do you handle him or her? 


25) Name 
postures. 


the four different apologetic 


26) Which apologetic posture resembles a 
verbal tennis match? 


27) Which apologetic posture encourages 
repeated meetings as well as a sharing of 
information as equals? 


28) Which apologetic posture works best when 
the objector believes that you have nothing 
worth listening to since he (or she) is in the 
truth? 


29) What is “Knocking the Shine off 
Someone’s Testimony?” Is it a recommended 
posture and why? 


30) What is the first, second and third steps of 
apologetic research? 


31) What two things are needed to make a true 
and valid argument? 34) What is Bifurcation and a _ False 
Dichotomy? 
32) What is begging the question? 
35) What is the fallacy of the Accident and 
33) What is Ad Hominem fallacy Converse Accident? 
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Appendix A 


Canons of the Council of Trent - On the First Commandment 


What They Forbid 

The (negative) part of this [First] 
Commandment is comprised in these words: 
Thou shalt not have strange gods before me. 
This the Lawgiver subjoins, not because it is 
not sufficiently expressed in the affirmative 
part of the precept, which means: Thou shalt 
worship me, the only God, for if He is God, 
He is the only God; but on account of the 
blindness of many who of old professed to 
worship the true God and yet adored a 
multitude of gods. Of these there were many 
even among the Hebrews, whom Elias 
reproached with having halted between two 
sides, and also among the Samaritans, who 
worshipped the God of Israel and the gods of 
the nations. 


Importance of This Commandment 

After this it should be added that this is the 
first and principal Commandment, not only in 
order, but also in its nature, dignity and 
excellence. God is entitled to infinitely greater 
love and obedience from us than any lord or 
king. He created us, He governs us, He 
nurtured us even in the womb, brought us into 
the world, and still supplies us with all the 
necessaries of life and maintenance. 


Sins against This Commandment 

Against this Commandment all those sin who 
have not faith. hope and charity. such sinners 
are very numerous, for they include all who 
fall into heresy, who reject what holy mother 
the Church proposes for our belief, who give 
credit to dreams, fortune telling, and such 
illusions; those who, despairing of salvation, 
trust not in the goodness of God; and those 
who rely solely on wealth, or health and 
strength of body. But these matters are 
developed more at length in treatises on sins 
and vices. 


Veneration and Invocation of Angels And Saints 
Not Forbidden By This Commandment 

In explanation of this Commandment it should 
be accurately taught that the veneration and 
invocation of holy Angels and of the blessed 
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who now enjoy the glory of heaven, and 
likewise the honor which the Catholic Church 
has always paid even to the bodies and ashes 
of the Saints, are not forbidden by this 
Commandment. If a king ordered that no one 
else should set himself up as king, or accept 
the honors due to the royal person, who would 
be so foolish as to infer that the sovereign was 
unwilling that suitable honor and respect 
should be paid to his magistrates? Now 
although Christians follow the example set by 
the Saints of the Old Law, and are said to 
adore the Angels, yet they do not give to 
Angels that honor which is due to God alone. 
And if we sometimes read that Angels refused 
to be worshipped by men, we are to know that 
they did so because the worship which they 
refused to accept was the honor due to God 
alone. 


It Is Lawful To Honor and Invoke the Angels 

The Holy Spirit who says: Honor and glory to 
God alone, commands us also to honor our 
parents and elders; and the holy men who 
adored one God only are also said in Scripture 
to have adored, that is, supplicated and 
venerated kings. If then kings, by whose 
agency God governs the world, are so highly 
honored, shall it be deemed unlawful to honor 
those angelic spirits whom God has been 
pleased to constitute His ministers, whose 
services He makes use of not only in the 
government of His Church, but also of the 
universe, by whose aid, although we see them 
not, we are every day delivered from the 
greatest dangers of soul and body ? Are they 
not worthy of far greater honor, since their 
dignity so far surpasses that of kings? 


Add to this their love towards us, which, as we 
easily see from Scripture, prompts them to 
pour out their prayers for those countries over 
which they are placed, as well as for us whose 
guardians they are, and whose prayers and 
tears they present before the throne of God 
Hence our Lord admonishes us in the Gospel 
not to offend the little ones because their 


angels in heaven always see the face of their 
Father who is in heaven. 


Their Intercession, therefore, we ought to 
invoke, because they always see tile face of 
God, and are constituted by Him the willing 
advocates of our salvation. The Scriptures 
bear witness to such invocation. Jacob 
entreated the Angel with whom he wrestled to 
bless him; nay, he even compelled him, 
declaring that he would not let him go until he 
had blessed him. And not only did he invoke 
the blessing of the Angel whom he saw, but 
also of him whom he saw not. The angel, said 
he, who delivers me from all evils, bless these 
boys. 


It Is Lawful To Honor and Invoke the Saints 

From all this we may conclude that to honor 
the Saints who have slept in the Lord, to 
invoke them, and to venerate their sacred 
relics and ashes, far from diminishing, tends 
considerably to increase the glory of God, in 
proportion as man's hope is thus animated and 
fortified, and he himself encouraged to imitate 
the Saints. 


This is a practice which is also supported by 
the authority' of the second Council of Nice, 
the Councils of Gangra, and of Trent, and by 
the testimony of the Fathers. In_ order, 
however, that the pastor may be the better 
prepared to meet the objections of those who 
deny this doctrine, he should consult 
particularly St. Jerome against Vigilantius and 
St. Damascene. To the teaching of these 
Fathers should be added as a consideration of 
prime importance that the practice was 
received from the Apostles, and has always 
been retained and preserved in the Church of 
God. 


But who can desire a stronger or more 
convincing proof than that which is supplied 
by the admirable praises given in Scripture to 
the Saints? For there are not wanting eulogies 
which God Himself pronounced on some of the 
Saints. If, then, Holy Writ celebrates their 
praises, why should not men show them 
singular honor ? 


A stronger claim which the Saints have to be 
honored and invoked is that they constantly 
pray for our salvation and obtain for us by 
their merits and influence many blessings from 
God. If there is joy in heaven over the 
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conversion of one sinner, will not the citizens 
of heaven assist those who repent? When they 
are invoked, will they not obtain for us the 
pardon of sins, and the grace of God ? 


Objections Answered 

Should it be said, as some say, that the 
patronage of the Saints is unnecessary, 
because God hears our prayers without the 
intervention of a mediator, this impious 
assertion is easily met by the observation of 
St. Augustine: There are many things which 
God does not grant without a mediator and 
intercessor. This is confirmed by the well- 
known examples of Abimelech and the friends 
of Job who were pardoned only through the 
prayers of Abraham and of Job 


Should it be alleged that to recur to the 
patronage and intercession of the Saints argues 
want or weakness of faith, what will (the 
objectors) answer regarding the centurion 
whose faith was highly eulogised by the Lord 
God Himself, despite the fact that he had sent 
to the Redeemer the ancients of the Jews, to 
intercede for his sick servant? 


True, there is but one Mediator, Christ the 
Lord, who alone has reconciled us to the 
heavenly Father through His blood, and who, 
having obtained eternal redemption, and 
having entered once into the holies, ceases not 
to intercede for us. But it by no means follows 
that it is therefore unlawful to have recourse 
to the intercession of the Saints. If, because 
we have one Mediator Jesus Christ, it were 
unlawful to ask the intercession of the Saints, 
the Apostle would never have recommended 
himself with so much earnestness to the 
prayers of his brethren on earth. For the 
prayers of the living would lessen the glory 
and dignity of Christ's Mediatorship not less 
than the intercession of the Saints in heaven. 


The Honor and Invocation of Saints Is Approved By 
Miracles 

But who would not be convinced of the honor 
due the Saints and of the help they give us by 
the wonders wrought at their tombs? Diseased 
eyes, hands, and other members are restored to 
health; the dead are raised to life, and demons 
are expelled from the bodies of men ! These 
are facts which St. Ambrose and _ St. 
Augustine, most unexceptionable witnesses, 
declare in their writings, not that they heard, 


as many did, nor that they read, as did many 
very reliable men, but that they saw. 


But why multiply proofs? If the clothes, the 
handkerchiefs, and even the very shadows of 
the Saints, while yet on earth, banished 
disease and restored health, who will have the 
hardihood to deny that God can still work the 
same wonders by the holy ashes, the bones and 
other relics of the Saints ? Of this we have a 
proof in the restoration to life of the dead 
body which was accidentally let down into the 
grave of Eliseus, and which, on touching the 
body (of the Prophet), was instantly restored 
to life. 


"Thou shalt not make to thyself a graven 
thing, nor the likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or in the earth beneath, nor 
of those things that are in the waters under 
the earth: thou shalt not adore them nor 
serve them" 


Some, supposing these words which come next 
in order to constitute a distinct precept, reduce 
the ninth and tenth Commandments to one. St. 
Augustine, on the contrary, considering the 
last two to be distinct Commandments, makes 
the words just quoted a part of the first 
Commandment. His division is much approved 
in the Church, and hence we willingly adopt it. 
Furthermore, a very good reason for this 
arrangement at once suggests itself. It was 
fitting that to the first Commandment should 
be added the rewards or punishments entailed 
by each one of the Commandments. 


The Above Words Do Not Forbid All Images 

Let no one think that this Commandment 
entirely forbids the arts of painting, engraving 
or sculpture. The Scriptures inform us that 
God Himself commanded to be made images of 
Cherubim, and also the brazen serpent. The 
interpretation, therefore, at which we must 
arrive, is that images are prohibited only 
inasmuch as they are used as deities to receive 
adoration, and so to injure the true worship of 
God. 


They Forbid Idols and Representations of the Deity 
As far as this Commandment is concerned, it 
is clear that there are two chief ways in which 
God's majesty can be seriously outraged. The 
first way is by worshipping idols and images 
as God, or believing that they possess any 
divinity or virtue entitling them to our 
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worship, by praying to, or reposing confidence 
in them, as the Gentiles did, who placed their 
hopes in idols, and whose idolatry the 
Scriptures frequently condemn. The other way 
is by attempting to form a representation of 
the Deity, as if He were visible to mortal eyes, 
or could be reproduced by colours or figures. 
Who, says Damascene, can represent God, 
invisible, as He is, incorporeal, 
uncircumscribed by limits, and incapable of 
being reproduced under any shape. This 
subject is treated more at large in the second 
Council of Nice. Rightly, then, did the 
Apostles say (of the Gentiles): They changed 
the glory of the incorruptible God into a 
likeness of birds, and of four-footed beasts, 
and of creeping things; for they worshipped all 
these things as God, seeing that they made the 
images of these things to represent Him. 
Hence the Israelites, when they exclaimed 
before the image of the calf: These are thy 
gods, Israel, that have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, are denounced as idolaters, 
because they changed their glory into the 
likeness of a calf that eateth grass. 


When, therefore, the Lord had forbidden the 
worship of strange gods, He also forbade the 
making of an image of the Deity from brass or 
other materials, in order thus utterly to do 
away with idolatry. It is this that Isaias 
declares when he asks: To whom then have 
you likened God, or what image will you make 
for hill? That this is the meaning of the 
prohibition contained in the Commandment is 
proved, not only from the writings of the holy 
Fathers, who, as may be seen in the seventh 
General Council, give to it this interpretation: 
but is also clearly declared in these words of 
Deuteronomy, by which Moses sought to 
withdraw the people from the worship of idols: 
You saw not, he says, any similitude in the 
day that the Lord spoke to you in Horeb, from 
the midst of the fire. These words this wisest 
of legislators spoke, lest through error of any 
sort, they should make an image of the Deity, 
and transfer to any thing created, the honor 
due to God. 


They Do Not Forbid Representations of the Divine 
Persons and Angels 

To represent the Persons of the Holy Trinity 
by certain forms under which they appeared in 
the Old and New Testaments no one should 
deem contrary to religion or the law of God. 
For who can be so ignorant as to believe that 


such forms are representations of the Deity? 
Their forms, as the pastor should teach, which 
only express some attribute or action ascribed 
to God. Thus when from the description of 
Daniel God is painted as the Ancient of days, 
seated on a throne, with the books opened 
before hint, the eternity of God is represented 
and also the infinite wisdom, by which He sees 
and judges all the thoughts and actions of 
men.’ 


Angels, also, are represented under human 
form and with wings to give us to understand 
that they are actuated by benevolent feelings 
towards mankind, and are always prepared to 
execute the Lord's commands; for they are all 
ministering spirits, sent to minister for them 
who shall receive the inheritance of salvation. 

What attributes of the Holy Ghost are 
represented under the forms of a dove, and of 
tongues of fire, in the Gospel and in the Acts 
of the Apostles, is a matter too well known to 
require lengthy explanation. 


They Do Not Forbid Images Of Christ And The 
Saints 

But to make and honor the images of Christ 
our Lord, of His holy and virginal Mother, and 
of the Saints, all of whom were clothed with 
human nature and appeared in human form, is 
not only not forbidden by this Commandment, 
but has always been deemed a holy practice 
and a most sure indication of gratitude. This 
position is confirmed by the monuments of the 
Apostolic age, the General Councils of the 
Church, and the writings of so many among 
the Fathers, eminent alike for sanctity and 
learning, all of whom are of one accord upon 
the subject. 


Usefulness of Sacred Images 

But the pastor should not content himself with 
showing that it is lawful to have images in 
churches, and to pay them honor and respect, 
since this respect is referred to their 
prototypes. He should also show that the 
uninterrupted observance of this practice down 
to the present day has been attended with great 
advantage to the faithful, as may be seen in 
the work of Damascene on images, and in the 
seventh General Council, the second of Nice. 
But as the enemy of mankind, by his wiles and 
deceits, seeks to pervert even the most holy 
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institutions, should the faithful happen at all 
to offend in this particular, the pastor, in 
accordance with the decree of the Council of 
Trent's should use every exertion in his power 
to correct such an abuse, and, if necessary, 
explain the decree itself to the people. 


He will also inform the unlettered and those 
who may be ignorant of the use of images, that 
they are intended to instruct in the history of 
the Old and New Testaments, and to revive 
from time to time their memory; that thus, 
moved by the contemplation of heavenly 
things, we may be the more ardently inflamed 
to adore and love God Himself. He should, 
also, point out that the images of the Saints 
are placed in churches, not only to be honored, 
but also that they may admonish us by their 
examples to imitate their lives and virtues. 


"IT am the Lord thy God, mighty, jealous, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children, to the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me, and showing mercy 
unto thousands of them that love me, and 
keep my commandments." 


In this concluding clause’ of _ this 
Commandment two things occur which demand 
careful exposition. The first is, that while, on 
account of the enormous guilt incurred by the 
violation of the first Commandment, and the 
propensity of man towards its violation, the 
punishment is properly indicated in this place, 
it is also attached to all the _ other 
Commandments. 


Every law enforces its observance by rewards 
and punishments; and hence the frequent and 
numerous promises of God in_ Sacred 
Scripture. To omit those that we meet almost 
on every page of the Old Testament, it is 
written in the Gospel: If thou wilt enter into 
life, keep the commandments; and again: He 
that doth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven, he shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; and also: Every tree that doth not 
yield good fruit shall be cut down and cast 
into the fire; Whosoever is angry with his 
brother shall be guilty of the judgment; If you 
will not forgive men, neither will your Father 
forgive you your offences. 


Appendix B 


THE COUNCIL OF ORANGE 


The Council of Orange was an outgrowth of 
the controversy between Augustine and 
Pelagius. This controversy had to do with 
degree to which a human being is responsible 
for his or her own salvation, and the role of 
the grace of God in bringing about salvation. 
The Pelagians held that human beings are 
born in a state of innocence, i.e., that there is 
no such thing as a sinful nature or original sin. 


As a result of this view, they held that a state 


of sinless perfection was achievable in this 
life. The Council of Orange dealt with the 
Semi-Pelagian doctrine that the human race, 
though fallen and possessed of a sinful nature, 
is still "good" enough to able to lay hold of 
the grace of God through an act of 
unredeemed human will. As you read the 
Canons of the Council of Orange, you will be 
able to see where John Calvin derived his 
views of the total depravity of the human 
race. 


THE CANONS OF THE COUNCIL OF ORANGE (529 AD) 


CANON 1. If anyone denies that it is the 
whole man, that is, both body and soul, that 
was "changed for the worse" through the 
offense of Adam's sin, but believes that the 
freedom of the soul remains unimpaired and 
that only the body is subject to corruption, he 
is deceived by the error of Pelagius and 
contradicts the scripture which says, "The 
soul that sins shall die" (Ezek. 18:20); and, 
"Do you not know that if you yield yourselves 
to anyone as obedient slaves, you are the 
slaves of the one whom you obey?" (Rom. 
6:126); and, "For whatever overcomes a man, 
to that he is enslaved" (2 Pet. 2:19). 


CANON 2. If anyone asserts that Adam's sin 
affected him alone and not his descendants 
also, or at least if he declares that it is only the 
death of the body which is the punishment for 
sin, and not also that sin, which is the death of 
the soul, passed through one man to the whole 
human race, he does injustice to God and 
contradicts the Apostle, who says, "Therefore 
as sin came into the world through one man 
and death through sin, and so death spread to 
all men because all men sinned" (Rom. 5:12). 
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CANON 3. If anyone says that the grace of 
God can be conferred as a result of human 
prayer, but that it is not grace itself which 
makes us pray to God, he contradicts the 
prophet Isaiah, or the Apostle who says the 
same thing, "I have been found by those who 
did not seek me; I have shown myself to those 
who did not ask for me" (Rom 10:20, quoting 
Isa. 65:1). 


CANON 4. If anyone maintains that God 
awaits our will to be cleansed from sin, but 
does not confess that even our will to be 
cleansed comes to us through the infusion and 
working of the Holy Spirit, he resists the Holy 
Spirit himself who says through Solomon, 
"The will is prepared by the Lord" (Prov. 
8:35, LXX), and the salutary word of the 
Apostle, "For God is at work in you, both to 
will and to work for His good pleasure" (Phil. 
2:13). 


CANON 5. If anyone says that not only the 
increase of faith but also its beginning and the 
very desire for faith, by which we believe in 
Him who justifies the ungodly and comes to 


the regeneration of holy baptism -- if anyone 
says that this belongs to us by nature and not 
by a gift of grace, that is, by the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit amending our will and turning 
it from unbelief to faith and from godlessness 
to godliness, it is proof that he is opposed to 
the teaching of the Apostles, for blessed Paul 
says, "And I am sure that he who began a 
good work in you will bring it to completion 
at the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 1:6). And 
again, "For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and this is not your own doing, 
it is the gift of God" (Eph. 2:8). For those 
who state that the faith by which we believe 
in God is natural make all who are separated 
from the Church of Christ by definition in 
some measure believers. 


CANON 6. If anyone says that God has 
mercy upon us when, apart from His grace, 
we believe, will, desire, strive, labor, pray, 
watch, study, seek, ask, or knock, but does not 
confess that it is by the infusion and 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit within us that 
we have the faith, the will, or the strength to 
do all these things as we ought; or if anyone 
makes the assistance of grace depend on the 
humility or obedience of man and does not 
agree that it is a gift of grace itself that we are 
obedient and humble, he contradicts the 
Apostle who says, "What have you that you 
did not receive?" (1 Cor. 4:7), and, "But by 
the grace of God I am what I am" (1 Cor. 
15:10). 


CANON 7. If anyone affirms that we can 
form any right opinion or make any right 
choice which relates to the salvation of eternal 
life, as is expedient for us, or that we can be 
saved, that is, assent to the preaching of the 
gospel through our natural powers without the 
illumination and inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, who makes all men gladly assent to 
and believe in the truth, he is led astray by a 
heretical spirit, and does not understand the 
voice of God who says in the Gospel, "For 
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apart from me you can do nothing" (John 
15:5), and the word of the Apostle, "Not that 
we are competent of ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us; our competence 
is from God" (2 Cor. 3:5). 


CANON 8. If anyone maintains that some 
are able to come to the grace of baptism by 
mercy but others through free will, which has 
manifestly been corrupted in all those who 
have been born after the transgression of the 
first man, it is proof that he has no place in 
the true faith. For he denies that the free will 
of all men has been weakened through the sin 
of the first man, or at least holds that it has 
been affected in such a way that they have 
still the ability to seek the mystery of eternal 
salvation by themselves without the revelation 
of God. The Lord himself shows how 
contradictory this is by declaring that no one 
is able to come to him "unless the Father who 
sent me draws him" (John 6:44), as he also 
says to Peter, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar- 
Jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven" 
(Matt. 16:17), and as the Apostle says, "No 
one can say ‘Jesus is Lord' except by the Holy 
Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:3). 


CANON 9. Concerning the succor of God. It 
is a mark of divine favor when we are of a 
right purpose and keep our feet from 
hypocrisy and unrighteousness; for as often as 
we do good, God is at work in us and with us, 
in order that we may do so. 


CANON 10. Concerning the succor of God. 
The succor of God is to be ever sought by the 
regenerate and converted also, so that they 
may be able to come to a successful end or 
persevere in good works. 


CANON 11. Concerning the duty to pray. 
None would make any true prayer to the Lord 
had he not received from him the object of his 
prayer, as it is written, "Of thy own have we 


given thee" (1 Chron. 29:14). 


CANON 12. Of what sort we are whom God 
loves. God loves us for what we shall be by 
his gift, and not by our own deserving. 


CANON 13. Concerning the restoration of 
free will. The freedom of will that was 
destroyed in the first man can be restored only 
by the grace of baptism, for what is lost can 
be returned only by the one who was able to 
give it. Hence the Truth itself declares: "So if 
the Son makes you free, you 

will be free indeed" (John 8:36). 


CANON 14. No mean wretch is freed from 
his sorrowful state, however great it may be, 
save the one who is anticipated by the mercy 
of God, as the Psalmist says, "Let thy 
compassion come speedily to meet us" (Ps. 
79:8), and again, "My God in his steadfast 
love will meet me" (Ps. 59:10). 


CANON 15. Adam was changed, but for the 
worse, through his own iniquity from what 
God made him. Through the grace of God the 
believer is changed, but for the better, from 
what his iniquity has done for him. The one, 
therefore, was the change brought about by 
the first sinner; the other, according to the 
Psalmist, is the change of the right hand of the 
Most High (Ps. 77:10). 


CANON 16. No man shall be honored by his 
seeming attainment, as though it were not a 
gift, or suppose that he has received it because 
a missive from without stated it in writing or 
in speech. For the Apostle speaks thus, "For 
if justification were through the law, then 
Christ died to no purpose" (Gal. 2:21); and 
"When he ascended on high he led a host of 
captives, and he gave gifts to men" (Eph. 4:8, 
quoting Ps. 68:18). It is from this source that 
any man has what he does; but whoever 
denies that he has it from this source either 
does not truly have it, or else "even what he 
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has will be taken away" (Matt. 25:29). 


CANON 17. Concerning Christian courage. 
The courage of the Gentiles is produced by 
simple greed, but the courage of Christians by 
the love of God which "has been poured into 
our hearts" not by freedom of will from our 
own side but "through the Holy Spirit which 
has been given to us" (Rom. 5:5). 


CANON 18. That grace is not preceded by 
merit. Recompense is due to good works if 
they are performed; but grace, to which we 
have no claim, precedes them, to enable them 
to be done. 


CANON 19. That a man can be saved only 
when God shows mercy. Human nature, even 
though it remained in that sound state in 
which it was created, could be no means save 
itself, without the assistance of the Creator; 
hence since man cannot safeguard his 
salvation without the grace of God, which is a 
gift, how will he be able to restore what he 
has lost without the grace of God? 


CANON 20. That a man can do no good 
without God. God does much that is good in 
a man that the man does not do; but a man 
does nothing good for which God is not 
responsible, so as to let him do it. 


CANON 21. Concerning nature and grace. 
As the Apostle most truly says to those who 
would be justified by the law and have fallen 
from grace, "If justification were through the 
law, then Christ died to no purpose" (Gal. 
2:21), so it is most truly declared to those who 
imagine that grace, which faith in Christ 
advocates and lays hold of, is nature: "If 
justification were through nature, then Christ 
died to no purpose." Now there was indeed 
the law, but it did not justify, and there was 
indeed nature, but it did not justify. Not in 
vain did Christ therefore die, so that the law 
might be fulfilled by him who said, "I have 


come not to abolish them <the law and 
prophets> but to fulfill them" (Matt. 5:17), 
and that the nature which had been destroyed 
by Adam might be restored by him who said 
that he had come "to seek and to save the lost" 
(Luke 19:10). 


CANON 22. Concerning those things that 
belong to man. No man has anything of his 
own but untruth and sin. But if a man has any 
truth or righteousness, it from that fountain 
for which we must thirst in this desert, so that 
we may be refreshed from it as by drops of 
water and not faint on the 

way. 


CANON 23. Concerning the will of God and 
of man. Men do their own will and not the 
will of God when they do what displeases 
him; but when they follow their own will and 
comply with the will of God, however 
willingly they do so, yet it is his will by which 
what they will is both prepared and instructed. 


CANON 24. Concerning the branches of the 
vine. The branches on the vine do not give 
life to the vine, but receive life from it; thus 
the vine is related to its branches in such a 
way that it supplies them with what they need 
to live, and does not take this from them. 
Thus it is to the advantage of the disciples, 
not Christ, both to have Christ abiding in 
them and to abide in Christ. For if the vine is 
cut down another can shoot up from the live 
root; but one who is cut off from the vine 
cannot live without the root (John 15:5ff). 


CANON 25. Concerning the love with which 
we love God. It is wholly a gift of God to 
love God. He who loves, even though he is 
not loved, allowed himself to be loved. We 
are loved, even when we displease him, so 
that we might have means to please him. For 
the Spirit, whom we love with the Father and 
the Son, has poured into our hearts the love of 
the Father and the Son (Rom. 5:5). 
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CONCLUSION. And thus according to the 
passages of holy scripture quoted above or the 
interpretations of the ancient Fathers we must, 
under the blessing of God, preach and believe 
as follows. The sin of the first man has so 
impaired and weakened free will that no one 
thereafter can either love God as he ought or 
believe in God or do good for God's sake, 
unless the grace of divine mercy has preceded 
him. We therefore believe that the glorious 
faith which was given to Abel the righteous, 
and Noah, and Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, and to all the saints of old, and which 
the Apostle Paul <sic> commends in extolling 
them (Heb. 11), was not given through natural 
goodness as it was before to Adam, but was 
bestowed by the grace of God. And we know 
and also believe that even after the coming of 
our Lord this grace is not to be found in the 
free will of all who desire to be baptized, but 
is bestowed by the kindness of Christ, as has 
already been frequently stated and as the 
Apostle Paul declares, "For it has been 
granted to you that for the sake of Christ you 
should not only believe in him but also suffer 
for his sake" (Phil. 1:29). And again, "He 
who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 
1:6). And again, "For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and it is not your own 
doing, it is the gift of God" (Eph. 2:8). And 
as the Apostle says of himself, "I have 
obtained mercy to be faithful" (1 Cor. 7:25, 
cf. 1 Tim. 1:13). He did not say, "because I 
was faithful," but "to be faithful." And again, 
"What have you that you did not receive?" (1 
Cor. 4:7). And again, "Every good 
endowment and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of 
lights" (Jas. 1:17). And again, "No one can 
receive anything except what is given him 
from heaven" (John 3:27). There are 
innumerable passages of holy scripture which 
can be quoted to prove the case for grace, but 
they have been omitted for the sake of 


brevity, because further examples will not 
really be of use where few are deemed 
sufficient. 


According to the catholic faith we also 
believe that after grace has been received 
through baptism, all baptized persons have the 
ability and responsibility, if they desire to 
labor faithfully, to perform with the aid and 
cooperation of Christ what is of essential 
importance in regard to the salvation of their 
soul. We not only do not believe that any are 
foreordained to evil by the power of God, but 
even state with utter abhorrence that if there 
are those who want to believe so evil a thing, 
they are anathema. We also believe and 
confess to our benefit that in every good work 
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it is not we who take the initiative and are 
then assisted through the mercy of God, but 
God himself first inspires in us both faith in 
him and love for him without any previous 
good works of our own that deserve reward, 
so that we may both faithfully seek the 
sacrament of baptism, and after baptism be 
able by his help to do what is pleasing to him. 
We must therefore most evidently believe that 
the praiseworthy faith of the thief whom the 
Lord called to his home in paradise, and of 
Cornelius the centurion, to whom the angel of 
the Lord was sent, and of Zacchaeus, who 
was worthy to receive the Lord himself, was 
not a natural endowment but a gift of God's 
kindness. 


Appendix C 


On Justification (CCC 1990-1995) 


1990 Justification detaches man from sin which 
contradicts the love of God, and purifies his 
heart of sin. Justification follows upon God's 
merciful initiative of offering forgiveness. It 
reconciles man with God. It frees from the 
enslavement to sin, and it heals. 


1991 Justification is at the same time the 
acceptance of God's righteousness through faith 
in Jesus Christ. Righteousness (or "justice") 
here means the rectitude of divine love. With 
justification, faith, hope, and charity are poured 
into our hearts, and obedience to the divine will 
is granted us. 


1992 Justification has been merited for us by 
the Passion of Christ who offered himself on the 
cross as a living victim, holy and pleasing to 
God, and whose blood has become the 
instrument of atonement for the sins of all men. 
Justification is conferred in Baptism, the 
sacrament of faith. It conforms us to the 
righteousness of God, who makes us inwardly 
just by the power of His mercy. Its purpose is 
the glory of God and of Christ, and the gift of 
eternal life:[40] But now the righteousness of 
God has been manifested apart from law, 
although the law and the prophets bear witness 
to it, the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction: since all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, they are justified by His 
grace as a gift, through the redemption which is 
in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as an 
expiation by His blood, to be received by faith. 
This was to show God's righteousness, because 
in His divine forbearance He had passed over 
former sins; it was to prove at the present time 
that He himself is righteous and that He justifies 
him who has faith in Jesus.[41] 


1993 Justification establishes cooperation 
between God's grace and man's freedom. On 
man's part it is expressed by the assent of faith 
to the Word of God, which invites him to 
conversion, and in the cooperation of charity 
with the prompting of the Holy Spirit who 
precedes and preserves his assent: 

When God touches man's heart through the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit, man himself is 
not inactive while receiving that inspiration, 
since he could reject it; and yet, without God's 
grace, he cannot by his own free will move 
himself toward justice in God's sight.[42] 


1994 Justification is the most excellent work of 
God's love made manifest in Christ Jesus and 
granted by the Holy Spirit. It is the opinion of 
St. Augustine that "the justification of the 
wicked is a greater work than the creation of 
heaven and earth," because "heaven and earth 
will pass away but the salvation and 
justification of the elect . . . will not pass 
away."[43] He holds also that the justification 
of sinners surpasses the creation of the angels in 
justice, in that it bears witness to a greater 
mercy. 


1995 The Holy Spirit is the master of the 
interior life. By giving birth to the "inner 
man,"[44] justification entails the sanctification 
of his whole being: 

Just as you once yielded your members to 
impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so 
now yield your members to righteousness for 
sanctification.... But now that you have been set 
free from sin and have become slaves of God, 
the return you get is sanctification and its end, 
eternal life.[45] 


